Court appearance
of alleged killers

brings strong
reaction from
Blood Indians

BY JACKIE RED CROW
Windspeaker Correspondent

LETHBRIDGE

Emotions ran high at the
Lethbridge courthouse
May 6 when two non-
Natives made their brief
second court appearance
for the March 7 alleged
murder of Blood Indian
Bernard Tall Man Jr.

The murdered victim’s
brother, Barnabus Tall
Man, jumped a rail in the
court rooms amidst shouts
and screams to attack

“Albert David Morin, 24, and

Darcy Lee Watmough, 20,
who were charged with
murder after the judge
remanded the case until
June 21. The courtroom,
jammed with about 200
friends and relatives, inside
and outside the building,
refused to leave until Tall
Man was let go. No charges
were laid after the brief
shuffle.

A war of words erupted
after the accused made
their court appearance. As
police and members of the
mainstream media filed out
of the courtroom Natives
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lashed out at them calling
them ‘“‘racists and white
supremists’” and yelling
vehemently, “We’re not
going to be gunned down
like dogs any more.”
Later, the angry group
moved outside the court-
house where the Blood
Chief and Council were to
read a prepared statement
to the press on the steps of
the building. However, the
deceased’s father Bernard
Tall Man Sr., a Blood tribal
councillor, instead made an
impassioned, impromptu

*speechin Blackfoot. Turning

to the crowd, the soft-
spoken Tall Man pleaded

with the group to stage a
peaceful demonstration.
He said the mystery
surrounding his son’s death
will soon be brought out
and hopefully bring to rest
the many rumors circulating
in the community. He also
said prayers will help his
son more than.angry words
and action. After his
speech, the crowd clapped
loudly and then listened
attentively to the Blood
chief and council’s state-
ment.

Blood councillor, Andy
Black Water, flanked by
members of the Blood
Council, again called for “a
full, fair and impartial public
inquiry into the great
number of mysterious
deaths of our people in the
past 20 years.” He demand-
ed that Premier Don Getty
and federal Solicitor General
James Kelleher order an
inquiry first sought by
Blood Chief Roy Fox last
month in the wake of the
murder of Bernard Tall
Man Jr.

“How many more of our
Indian people must die
before the governments of
this country at? How much
pain and grief and dying
must our people endure
before we receive answers?”
he asked. He said internal
investigations are and will
continue to be suspect. “Is
the Solicitor General, by his
unwillingness to take
action, signaling Whites in
Western Canada that it’s
now OK to Kill Indians?”

— MARK McCALLUM, Windspeaker

MILLING
AROUNDJANVIER

Residents on the Janvier
reserve are hoping a new
sawmill operation will
Create jobs to combat high
unemployment rates in the
community, located about
120 km south of Fort
McMurray.

Janvier leaders say a deal
has been secured with
Syncrude to supply the oil
company with up to a
million board feet annually
for the next three years.

The mill, which is a joint
venture between Janvier’s
Metis and Treaty residents,
is expected to employ
about 15 people from the
community. The Janvier
loggers you see here are Bill
Janvier (left) and Rene
Herman.

Documents reveal govt's plan
to limit Native program funds

BY DOROTHY SCHREIBER
Windspeaker Staff Writer

Secret federal govern-
ment documents have

revealed plans to cut back

social services, child
welfare, and Indian policing
for Treaty Indians and have
provincial governments
take over some of the
programs.

The documents are the
result of a meeting of Indian
Affairs officials held in
January to develop a
strategy to sharply curb
government funds to
aboriginal people.

According to Canadian
Press, which obtained
copies of the documents,
the meeting delegates were
told that federal monies to
Native people could jump
from $2.9 billion in the 1986-
87 fiscal year to $3.8 million
1990-91, due to the increase
of the Native population.

The documents blame a
high birth rate, reinstate-
ment of Indians under Bill
C-31 and the special needs
of young Natives as the
reasons for a dramatic
InCrease in government
spending.

According to the

Canadian Pressreport
government plans to restrain
spending on.new and future
Native services includes:
— building fewer schools,
and using the excuse that it
iIs an effort to improve
quality
— a proposal to amend Bill
C-3 to allow children of
deceased Natives who had
lost their status to now
qualify for it will not go
ahead until after the
election

- funds to help aboriginal
groups. prepare for a new
round of constitutional
‘talks won’t be released
unless there’s a clear
prospect of an agreement
which the document calls.

“unlikely.”
And while the document

concedes that Native
people experience the
worst economic and social
conditions of any group in
Canada, it says “we should
carefully avoid expanding
the scope of our respon-
sibility for aboriginal
peoples. However, with an
upcoming election, “we
may want to consider

selected program exten-

The federal strategy has

angered Gregg Smith,
president of the Indian
Association of Alberta who
says he obtained copies of
the documents two weeks
ago.
“They’re doing this
unilaterally without any
involvement by Indian
people,” says Smith, adding
his group will lobby the
Albertagovernmentto
reject the federal proposal
to transfer services and
programs to the province.

He adds the documents
point out that transfer of
programs to provincial
governments are a sensitive
issue in BC and Alberta and
that the federal government
would have to move “very
carefully” with these two
provinces.

“They’re (federal govern-
ment) major push this year
1s going to be social
services, child welfare and
Indian policing they’re
going to go all out and do
what they can to have the
province take them over.”

Jim Horseman, minister
of federal and intergovern-
mental affairs, could not be
reached for comment. The
Alberta government has
always maintained that

Indians are a federal
responsibility and Metis are
a provincial responsibility.
Smith believes this latest
move by the federal govern-
ment is a follow-up to the
Nielsen Task Force Report
issued in 1985, which called
for a change of direction
and fiscal arrangements
between the federal govern-
ment and Indian people.
“The prime minister was
quoted in the ‘House as
saying it (the Nielsen
report) wasn’'t government
policy but now that the
communications strategy
has come out on what
they’re going to be doing, it
falls right into the Neilsen
Task Force Report.”
Smith said it took a while
to decipher the documents
as names of government
officials who attended the
meeting are “coded by
initial rather than by name.”
“If they’re government
officials why wouldn’t they
want to bring their names
forward?” he asks.
The lAA president rasied
the issue during a presenta-
tion to the House of

‘Commons standing com-

mittee on Aboriginal issues
in Ottawa on May 11.
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CLOSE TO HOME

Excited community awaits centre opening

COURTESY PAT CARDINAL

BY PAT CARDINAL
Special to Windspeaker

HIGH LEVEL

It’s official.

On June 9, the High
Level Native Friendship
Centre (HLNFC) staff and
friends, 800 km north of
Edmonton, will celebrate
the grand opening of its
new building. To date work
on the two-storey 9,400 sq.
ft. structure is over 80 per
cent complete. Finishing
touches, such as plastering,
wall painting, installation of
tiles, carpets, and light
fixtures are nearing
completion as the Grand
Openingcount-down begins.

Earlier slated to open its
doors on March 31, the
new building, like most
major projects, has expe-
rienced its share of delays.
Bruce Steffen, bookkeeper
for the building project,
takes the delays philosoph-
ically: “It allowed the extra
time to do more fund-
raising activities”.

Openingday celebrations
will begin with an opening
day prayer followed by the
official ribbon cutting

Foster Child caps

FOSTER CHILD, the
documentary film by Gil
Cardinal of the National
Film Board’s North West
Centre in Edmonton has
capped a year of successes
by being accepted at the
11th Annual INPUT
Conference in Philadelphia
this month. INPUT is the
International Public
Television Screening
Conference which brings
together some 600 produc-
ers and executives involved
in quality public television
programming around the

ceremony. Staff and board
members will be on hand to
conduct open house tours
of the new building.

A full schedule of events,
including performances by
the White Braid Society,
the Assumption Drummers,
and a local fashion show will
round out the days
festivities.

The main floor of the
building features a drop-in
area, craft shop, commercial
kitchen and large multi-
purpose room. A tourist
information centre will also
be housed in the new
building.

Dominating the second
floor is the glassed-in
cultural library that runs
the length of the building
and serves as a focal point
for the business offices.

In addition to housing the
HLNFC staff, the upper
floor includes three rental
offices. Two of these have
already been leased to
Native Outreach and Metis
Association Zone 6. Native
Counselling is a possible
tenant for the third office.

“Having the local Native

world. FOSTER CHILD s
one of only seven “Candian
films accepted this vear,
and one of 106 from 29
countries.

Cardinal recently return-
ed from Paris, where
FOSTER CHILD was
selected. to participate - in
the CINEMA DUE REEL,
an annual Ethno-graphic*
festival of films from all over
the world. He participated
in question-answer sessions,
and reports that there was
little problem with the way
international audience

Shaman’s rattie: Holy artifact

First class facility: To open June 9

organizations under one
roof will save steps and be
more convenient for clients
as well as creating greater
communication and involve-
ment betweent he organiza-
tions themselves,” says
Middleton.

HWalking through thé
nearly completed building
offers a glimpse into the
future, while at the same
time, stirring past memories

of a time over three years
ago, when [ was privileged
to play a part in the birth of
the new building. Flashbacks
to a scene in Tarrs
Restaurant come to mind.
Denzile Lobo, architect,
excitedly sketching designs
on a paper napkin and
Marion Shulte, the centre’s
first executive director,
bubbling with laughter and
enthusiasm.

successful year

understandmg the issue.
“Kctuafly the questions
were more focused oh the
process of making the film,
than about the film,”
Cardinal reported.

In November FOSTER
CHILD also won BEST
DOCUMENTARY SHORT
at the American Indian Film
Festival in San' Francisco,
and it was presented at
New York’s Native
American Film and Video
Festival in December as
one of “seven outstanding
new films.”

FOSTER CHILD also
won hometown honours at

" the 14th Annual Alberta

Film and Television Festival
last month, receiving
AMPIA’s Special Jury
Award for Excellence.

Most recently FOSTER
CHILD was accepted for
competition at the 1988
American Film and Video
Festival in New York, and
at the 1988 Yorkton Short
Film and Video Festival
being held in May.

*the study of human
cultures

‘Spirit Sings moves to Ottawa

Exhibit leaves controversy behind

But the new building
didn’t start with drawings
on a napkin. It didn’t start

with a letter of intent. It
started with a dream in
1975. Eight concerned
Native women from the
community joined to form a
chapter of Voice of Alberta
Native Womens Society
(VANWS). In 1976, they
received a grant to open a
drop-in centre. Known as
Northern Lights Wigwam,
it was the first unofficial
friendship centre.

Later, they amalgamated
with another group and re-
emerged as the High Level
Community Centre.

It was found that the new
community certre was not
equipped to meet specific
needs of the Native people.
As a result, in 1982, these
same pioneering ladies set
out to found the High Level
Native Friendship Centre
Society.

PROVINCIAL BRIEFS

McDonald.

Parents Association.

guardian.

Court repatriation decision will set
precedentfor Alberta foster parents

Calgary foster parents Norm and Marilyn Peters
have won a court challenge of a Social Service
decision to repatriate their Native foster daughter to
a Saskatchewan reserve.

The 61-page court decision was released on May
11 by Court of Queen Bench Justice David

It is a precedent setting victory for Alberta foster
parents, says Norm Brownwel] of the Alberta Foster

Childrens -guardian Janis Turner was found: to
have made several errors in law and violated the
principles of natural justice when she refused to
grant the Calgary couple private guardianship of
five-year-old Whitney Whitecap, the court ruled.

The ruling came as a relief to the Peters who will
continue to fight for their foster daughter who was
removed from their home a month ago.

MacDonald ruled that the Peters should renew
their application for private guardianship through
family court and “call such evidence in support of the
application as they wish.”

The precedent setting ruling will give other foster
parents an avenue to appeal decisions of the

BY DAN DIBBELT
Windspeaker Correspondent

CALGARY

It is expected much of
the controversy surrounding
the Native traditions exhibi-
tion “The Spirit Sings” at
the Glenbow Museum in
Calgary will not follow the
exhibition’s move to Ottawa
July 1 to November 6.

The Canadian Museum
of Civilization, the Ottawa
home for the $2.6 million
dollar show, has a policy
against the display of false
face masks, said Eleanor
Kulin, public relations
officer for that museum.

“The museum’s policy is
not to show the masks,”
said Kulin. “We have had
that policy since 1981.”

She added that while the
museum does possess false
face masks, they use
replicas in their exhibits,

out of respect for Native
beliefs towards the mask’s
sacredness. At present the
Canadian Museum of
Civilization is negotiating
with the Glenbow museum
and the Royal Ontario
Museum, owners of the
mask.

“We are looking for a
way to resolve the problem,”
said Kulin.

Kulin also said the
museum had met with
Chief Bernard Ominayak
of the Lubicons as well as
the Assembly of First
Nations President George
Erasmus in an effort to
resolve the controversy
surrounding the exhibit.

The exhibit, which broke
all previous attendance
records for any show at the
Glenbow, closed there May
1, but not before becoming
the focus of the Lubicon
boycott as well as the
Mohawk court trial.

The exhibit, which was
heralded as the flagship of
the 1988 Winter Olympics
Art Festival, became the
center of the Lubicon’s
boycott because the
exhibit’s major sponsor is
Shell Oil, one of the oil
companies drilling near the
Lubicon settlement.

And with the Lubicons
protest came a court order
filed by the Mohawks, who
belong to the Iroquois nation
and were against the
displaying of a sacred false
face mask.

The court order saw the
mask removed from the
display for two weeks. But
the court eventually ruled
that the mask could be
displayed without seriously
harming the Natives.

Despitethe exhibit’s
controversy, more than
126,000 people filed through
the Glenbow’s doors to
view the exhibit.

“That is more than
double what we have
previously achieved,” said
John Gilchrist, public
relations officer for the
Glenbow.

Gilchrist said the exhibit
helped enlighten many
visitors as to the lifestyles of

Indian people and helped to
dispel the “Hollywood
image.”

Included in the exhibit
was a series of lectures,
films, and demonstrations,
in Native traditions and
lifestyles. These too, will
follow the exhibit to
Ottawa.

But Kulin said it will be
difficult to match the
performance of the Glenbow
museum. She also said that
the recruitment of Natives
to participate in the show
will be more difficult as
there are few Indian settle-
ments within a short radius
of Ottawa.
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Locals prepare
to work in
new hospital

The Nursing Assistant
Program in Wabasca is a
winner -for the students, for
the new hospital and for the
two institutions involved in
the delivery of the Program.

When the new hospital in
Desmarais was announced,
local residents were excited
at the prospects of job
opportunities in the new
facility. In order to access
several of these jobs,
training was required; thus
the Community Vocational
Centres arranged for AVC-
Edmonton to deliver a
Nursing Assistant Program
in Wabasca. Out of 10
students in the program,
eight are from the Wabasca-
Desmarais area and these
students are especially
pleased to be able to take
such training in their home
community.

NATIONAL BRIEFS

Arctic Native leaders deliberate
over huge land claim deal

Native leaders from the Western Arctic are
mulling over a land claim deal that could see
ownership of 180,000 sq. km of land in the Northwest
Territories go to the Dene and Metis making them
the largest private landowners in North' America, say

negotiators.

mid-"70s.

tree line.

Dene and Metis along with Indian Affairs Minister
Bill McKnight reached an agreement in principle last
week in Ottawa on the claim launched in the

If a deal is struck Native groups would obtain
outright ownership of a rough triangle of land bound
on the south by Alberta and Saskatchewan borders,
on the west by the McKenzie River and north by the

The deal would also see Ottawa pay more than
$370 million in compensation over a number of years
to 15,000 Dene and Metis.

In addition both groups would have special rights
over some 1.2 million sq. km of land that they have
traditionally used or occupied.

If Native leaders and government officials come to
an agreement both sides could sign a formal
agreement as early as next month.

The Program is a
combination of theory and
practical clinical experience.
After eight weeks of theory
and practice in a simulated
hospital ward classroom in
Wabasca, the students
began a 14-week rotation of
classroom instruction in
Wabasca and extended
care clinical experience at
the Athabasca General and
Auxiliary Hospital. Following
this 14-week rotation, the
students will begin a 14
week rotation of classroom
instruction in Wabasca and
acute care clinical expe-
rience at ths Slave Lake
General Hospital. During:
these clinical experience
modules at the hospitals,
the students are closely
monitored and supervised
by their instructors, Alice
Taylor and Charlotte

SIS o

Potter. The program ends
with a four-week pre-grad
practicum in a hospital of
their choice.

This is the first time that
the Slave Lake and
Athabasca hospitals have
been involved in providing
clinical experience for a
Nursing Assistant Program
and their support is essential
to the success of the
program. The Athabasca
hospital staff and admin-
istration have been ex-
tremely pleased with the
students and instructors
and the patients have
certainly benefited from the
extra individual
attention.

The students, most of
whom are married and

O’sky-ya

BY DOROTHY SCHREIBER
Windspeaker Staff Writer

A new housing society
will offer affordable and
decent housing to low
income Indian families
living in the city of
Edmonton, says Doris
Ronnenberg, founder of
O’sky-ya Housing Society.

The non-profit society
was incorporated on May 3
will purchase 20 houses by
the fall and has already
received 104 applications
from people wanting to rent
the units.

The society held its first
meeting at the friendship
center in Edmonton where
board members and housing
officials met with about 60

Kapown centre d

BY DOROTHY SCHREIBER
Windspeaker Staff Writer

GROUARD

A residential treatment
centre for Native people
recovering from alcohol
and drug abuse has
reopened here.

On May 9 staff were
welcomed back to the
Kapown Centre and clients
will arrive by May 25.

The Kapown centre
closed its doors last
November due to in-
adequate funding.

An evaluation of the
centre undertaken two
years ago by the federal
government recommended
that an annual budget of

$923,000 was needed for

Kapown to maintain its
level of service and staff.

Executive director Barry
Nisbet believed the
recommendations of the
evaluation would be acted
upon by the Medical
Services Branch, but later
realized it was not the case.

“We didn’t get the
additional monies, so
therefore in November we
ran out of money sol had to
shut down,” explains
Nisbet.

While the regional director
of the Medical Services
Branch, Jim Moore, says
there was a statement
issued that the recom-
mendations would be
considered, he argues this

did not mean the centre’s

funding would necessarily
be increased.

“There’s just no way we
can agree that necessarily
meant the total dollar value

recommended would be

implemented because the
dollar value could have
been anything,’” says
Moore.

The executive director
says a new agreement has
been signed with the
Medical Services Branch
for $720,000, but Nisbet
calls the funding inadequate.

Moore counters the
budget for the treatment
centre has increased
significantly, saying it has
risen from over $400,000
three years ago to $720,000
today.

VOCATIONAL CENTRES

Hel;alﬁgopi{al patlent: Roberta égnclair

have children, successfully
cope with the heavy work-
load which includes two to
three hours of homework
each evening. Most students
are appreciative of the
support they are getting
from their families while
taking the program.

The students are a hard-
working dedicated bunch,
supportive of each other
and their goal when the
going gets rough, They are
in this program because
they care about people and
the health services provided
in their community. Those
graduates who are employed
in the new Desmarais
hospital will provide excel-
lent nursing care to area
residents.
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Provincial takeover
high on IAA agenda

BY MARK McCALLUM
Windspeaker Staff Writer

Indian Association of
Alberta leaders and
delegates are expected to
start irroning out a number

. of issues at an all-chiefs

conference in Edmonton
on May 24 and 25.

The leaders will be
preparing proposals and
position papers for the
association’s annual
assembly in July and future
dealings with the govern-
ment. .

One of the issues expect-
ed to raise some eyebrows
at the conference is a
proposed transfer of some
Native services like child
welfare from the federal
government to the province.

Association President
Gregg Smith says his
organization will lobby the
provincial government to
reject the federal govern-
ment’s plans to transfer
programs to Alberta. He
and other association
officials are still trying to
unravel the ‘“secret”
document outlining the
proposed transfer and will

be discussing their findings
at the conference.

In reaction to the recent
controversy surrounding
murders on the Blood
reserve and relations with
local RCMP, Smith adds
police relations will also be
high on the agenda for
discussion at the confer-
ence.

Delegates will also be
discussing the organizational
policy structure of the
association’s constitution
and mandates. Any changes
to the structure need at
least 30 days notice before
being brought before the
association’s membership
for approval at the next
annual assembly.

“l don’t foresee any
changes at this point but
that doesn’t necessarily
mean there won’t be any,”
explains Smith.

Other issues expected to
be raised at the conference
will be individual band
resolutions, the Assembly
of First Nations Conference,
a position paper relating to
taxation, the Prairie Treaty
Nations Alliance and
tourism. O

provides rental housing

prospective tenantsto
explain how the new
housing program will work.

There is a great need for
affordable shelter for Indian
people in Edmonton and
the houses will be rented to
the most needy families,
says Ronnenberg who is
also the president. of the
Native Council of Canada
(Alberta) (NCCA).

A survey of 104 Native
households in Edmonton,
undertaken in January by
NCC(A) revealed that
families were sometimes
paving as much as 60 per
cent of their income
towards shelter costs.

“How can they be expect-
ed to function’” says
Ronnenberg, if you’re

O0rS O

Nisbet argues: “Three
years ago we needed
$923,000, two years ago we
needed $923,000...and this
year we need $923,000.

Less services

The centre offers a 60 to
90 day residential treatment
program for Native people
who are 18 years old and
over.

When the centre re-
opened there were fewer
staff and less services for
patients.

“We did have a psychol-
ogist on staff. We were
starting to build up a really
good medical team. How-
ever, that went by the
wayside because of no
money,” says Nisbet.

paving anywhere from 30 to
60 per cent of your income
on housing it’s very hard to
provide for your family.”

Tenants who qualify for
the houses will only be
asked to pay 25 per cent of
their income toward rent.
Eligible tenants include
non-Status, general list and
off-reserve Indians.

Under a Social Housing
program, Canada and
Mortgage Housing Corpora-
tion will provide the society
with 100 per cent guaranteed
for the loan to purchase the
20 units as well as rental
subsidy.

Homes will be rented to
those most in need; families
living in overcrowded
conditions and who are

paying more than 30 per
cent of their income
towards shelter costs.

O’sky-va (the Cree word
for “new”) is the third
Native housing corporation
set up in the city of
Edmonton. Canative
Housing and Metis Urban
housing also provide shelter
for low income families in
the city.

Although the housing
society was started by
members of NCC(A),
Ronnenberg refers to
O’Sky-ya, the council’s
“first child” as being
“independent.”

“It (society) has its own
incorporation and its own
bylaws ... soits goingto be a

free child.”

en again

This year the number of
staff at the centre will drop
from 25 to 14, which
includes a mental health
worker and counsellingand
kitchen staff.

In the past, staff counsel-
lors were available to help
clients from 9 a.m. to
midnight. Because of the
lack of money a 4 p.m. to
midnight shift staffed by
two counsellors has been
cancelled.

However, one thing the
centre will not lose is the
intensity of its treatment
modules, says Nisbet.

Programs at the centre
include teaching of social
skills, helping patients to
understand and change
their modes of behavior,

developing self-worth, and
relapse prevention.

People working at
Kapown will also assist
clients in applying for
education programs such
as upgrading or trades
courses as a part of their
rehahilitation process.

Clients in the Kapown
treatment program come
from as far away as Hay
River in the Northwest
Territories and are referred
by hospitals, chief and
council members and
workers on reserves.

The treatment centre
receives funds from the
National Native Alcohol
Program under the Medical
Services Branch.
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TOUCHING

THE CIRCLE

Vision and the quest for vision
always a solitary undertaking

ou stand by the shore of this northern lake watching

the sky until you begin to feel it swell and open up

inside you like sudden laughter. The stillness. All around you
is this soft-edged blue grey which is initself a kind of silence. The line
between water and sky is only a suggestion. Gazing at the space
where the horizon should be you're suddenly aware of just how easily
everything can slide into forever.

Everywhere the world is a mural. The hand of the Creator is
evident even in the delicate joining of sky and water. Vision. It’s only
lately that you’ve begun to realize how very little is actually seen with
the eyes. How so very much of what you perceive of this world
happens just below the level of the sense. It exists in feeling. It exists
inan openness to all that is and all that can be. Harmony. Perception
with the eyes of the soul.

A friend of mine is going blind.  His world is edging closer and
closer to a curious darkness. There are moments of clarity when
everything suddenly zooms into focus. When he can see. And there
are prolonged periods when the circle of his life and his vision lie in
shadow. Darkness eclipsing the light of reason. Because even
though my friend is going blind there’s nothing wrong with his eyes.

Alcohol. © Tecumseh once told his people not to drink the
poisonous firewater that turns wisemen into fools and robs the spirit
of its vision. He knew. He knew that the spirit of alcohol is the spirit of
the trickster. At once enticing and provocative. Then just as
suddenly cold and merciless, fickle and jealous.

My friend is young — that’s perhaps the toughest element. |

remember as a younger man when alcohol was still an active part of

my life that everything seemed to lay in the realm of possibility.
Travelling with booze meant the constant possibility of parties, good
times, sudden romance and gratification. It almost seemed back
then that | had something to prove. My manliness, my rebellion, my
outrageousness, my politics and my invincibility.

Lstarted as.a partier just like him. Travelling with booze was like

.. xiding the crest of a huge high wave of hilarity, laughter and music. |

was a man. Carefree and jubilant. But in the process of proving
myself to myself and those around me alcohol led me to harder
company. What was once laughter and parties and possibility was
suddenly guns and knives, pain and destruction, prison,
unemployment, loneliness and a lack of the power to see any other
way. I'd become blind.

Looking back at it now, living on the edge was strangely addictive.
Moment to moment never really being sure what was coming down.
Adrenalin. [ lived for the rush. And there was a dangerous sort of
elegance to all of it, like the whispered insinuation of a razor on the
neck. But when the thrill is gone, that huge high wave can send you
crashing on to the cold hard beach of reality alone and afraid.

That’s what I remember most these days. Walking around blind.
The world tuned a flat arthritic note I could feel in my bones. My
entire history stencilled on to my face in hard lines and deep shadow.
No people. A party of one. The trickster laughing.

And so my friend is going blind. Standing on this beach tonight is
considerably different from that cold hard beach I landed on 15
months ago. [ wonder what there is that I can do to help him. |
wonder if there is anything anyone can do. Vision and the quest for
vision has always been a solitary venture. | know that for me it took
everything involved in my own dark journey to finally enable me to
reach a point where [ wanted to be able to see. To reach a point
where [ became weak enough to learn strength.

There are so many like him. So many young people lured by the
promise of possibility. So many future leaders of our people who may
or may not survive the ride on that huge high wave.

Isuppose that those of us who have been there and back do have a

part to play. Our stories can serve as examples. Our search for-

ourselves can serve as benchmarks for the young people who may
be tempted to follow our staggering footsteps. We simply need to be
available. We simply need to care enough for the survival of our
brothers and sisters to allow our stories to be told and heard. I don’t
know if my friend will read this column. I don’t know if he will care
enough right now to pay any attention to what I've said. But it’s
simply in the offering of my experience that those long dark years
begin to make sense. It’s the promise of the possibility that someone
will see.

Learning to see is a difficult process. It involves careful
examination of every hurt and every failure. It involves a fusion of the
heart, mind and eye. It involves the tools of our culture. The
sweatlodge, sweetgrass, prayer and the four essential principles of
&e circle, faith, honesty, kindness and love. It involves...nights like

is.

The sun is a huge bird spiraling wearily downward to roost. The
passion of his colors explodes across the line where water and sky

converge. It reveals the horizon. It was there all along even though it
couldn’t be seen.

Until next time, meegwetch.

f A o YOUR WORDS

Reader feels MAA leader
should have more to offer

Dear Editor:

I cannot withhold my views of
the laughable and cryable article
in the April 29 issue of
Windspeaker entitled “Frame-
work Agreement for Metis - What
does it mean?”

Mr. Desmeules, president of
the Metis Association of Alberta
states there are three forms of
negotiations - aboriginal right to
self-government, land claims and
self-determination. Doesn’t he
know that Metis self-government
and Metis self-determination are
one and the same? Is this really
our provincial president saying
this? For Mr. Desmeule’s
information the third front is “the
right to determine our member-
ship”.

[ am saddened when I hear the
Metis leader for this province
state in that same article that
“Metis have no rights, very
clearly”. I can’t believe that the
provincial Metis leader would
publicly state this! It’s shocking
that he, as an aboriginal person
himself, doesn’t know that when
we are born aboriginal Metis
people, we were born with rights
since the day our ancestors were.
The issue we must look at as
Metis people in Alberta in my
opinion is - we have rights but
how do we go about getting them
entrenched?

Mr. Desmeules stated in the
April 8 Windspeaker that in his

opinion, Metis self-Ggovernment™”

(self-determination) is fixing
roads, working and handling your
own affairs. It is the right of every
Albertan and Canadian to work

and fix potholes if that is their
desire, but I sure don’t know how
the MAA president sees this as
an integral part of Maetis
aboriginal self-government.

| feel Metis self-government is
establishing institutions which
can handle our own affairs
according to our culture and
traditions. An example of this
could be the Metis Child, Family
& Community Services Societies.
These groups can develop ways
in which Metis can develop
vehicles and mechanisms of
addressing foster homes, extend-
ed families, etc., bearing in mind
always, our culture and traditions.
These groups can then seek
legislative changes necessary to
secure authority over how we
deal with our own child care
matters. Then, the next step on'
the road to attainment of self-
government in this area could be
entrenchment of the right to raise
and handle matters concerning
our own Metis children.

[ feel the Alberta Metis are in a
very sorry state if our provincial
Metis leader is going to walk into
the Canadian constitutional talks
with his view that Metis self-
government is fixing potholes or
fixing roads. Surely, he has more
to offer our children and their
children, in the way of Metis
rights.

[ am concerned and | would
hope the vision would become a
reality whereby Metis in this
‘province unite and develop firm
positions and definitions of what
their rights are.

Sharon Johnstone
Edmonton

Gov't cutbacks
show insensitivity

Recently leaked federal documents clearly illustrate the federal
government’s insensitive and cynical attitude towards aboriginal rights
for Indian people in Canada.

During a meeting of top Indian Affairs officials in January it was
decided that aboriginal rights should be shoved aside because the
bottom line is it’s just costing too much money.

The secret documents from that winter meeting state that federal
spending on Indian people could soar from $2.9 billion in 1986-87 to
$3.8 billion by 1990.

The documents also include a plan to shift some program
responsibility to the provincial governments despite the fact the
federal government has always had the trust responsibility for Indian
people.

So the government plans to build fewer Native schools and will
excuse itself by saying this is a federal effort to improve quality. Also,
funds to help aboriginal groups get constitutional talks back on the
road will be withheld unless there is a clear prospect of agreement
which the document calls “unlikely.” The writing has always been on
the wall, the government designed the First Ministers Conferences for
failure and their position has evidently not shifted one iota.

And even though the government recognizes that social and
economic conditions for Natives are among the worst for any social
group in Canada the document says “we should carefully avoid
expanding the scope of our responsibilities for aboriginal peoples.”
However, the government attaches a clause to all of this: “As we
prepare for the next federal election, we may want to consider
selected program extensions.”

This is cynicism that chills the heart. And as the next election
approaches, Native people who live in communities rife with violent
deaths, suicide, inadequate housing and no employment prospects
will remember the Conservative government and their continual
policy of placing aboriginal rights and aboriginal lives secondary to the
almighty dollar.




o TR S

New rec work program

Students help design AVC course

BY MARK McCALLUM
AND ALBERT CRIER

LAC LA BICHE

Some hopeful graduates
in a Community Recreation
Worker Program at the Lac
La Biche AVC have been
sent home, not with a failing
mark, but rather a research
assignment that will deter-
mine the course content of
the program for the
remainder of the vear.

Following nine weeks of
training in the program,

nities in the Lac La Biche
area.

“There certainly is a need
for trained recreation
workers,” said Les Isbister,
band administrator for the
Cold Lake First Nations
band, noting a band member
is currently registered in
the program.

Students taking the
program are learning to
develop recreation and
sports programs including
the maintenance of recrea-
tion facilities such as ball

maintenance, equipment
operation, building mainten-
ance and a leadership and
volunteer recruitment
“where they can help the
community move on
recreational needs.”

Students will finish their
training in two short field
placements during which
they will put their new skills
into action.

Funded by a $69,000
grant from Alberta Career
and Development and
Canada Employment and
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Apply now for In-dian Aﬂa-i_r-s Sponsorship

Deadlme June 1 1988 to register for
the following programs to be offered at
Old Sun Community College.

UNIVERSITY OF CALGARY

FALL ’88 — English 201 - Composition; Anthropology 203 -
Introduction to Social Anthropology; Sociology 201 - Introductory

Sociology
WINTER ’'89 — Economics 201; Computer Science 203; English

231; Religion 235

CURRICULUM DEVELOPER

for Cree Language Programs

Inn South,
Edmonton, Alberta.

. i A

instructor Tom Hannon diamonds, ice arenas and Immigration Commission, * : L b i o
explainsstudentsweresent  Campsites, explained John  the program’s future is stil Please .Note — The deadline for admissions to University of g
back home to assess the Nicklin,director of Continu- up in the air. Hannon Calgary is June 1, 1988. ¢ s
program and see whetherit  ing Education. explained funding for FALL ’88 SAIT — Pre-Career Programs :;
is meeting the needs of the ~ And the program is another Community Rec- In co-operation with SAIT, Old Sun Community College will offer ;3
St“{.jhee”lfrbgram S f‘;‘;‘?fjsts‘}’tf‘tc‘g :‘:;‘fﬁﬂ t”; ;}eiﬁ“(‘j‘;gevr:}ﬁ;;"e{;rgﬁm a pre-career program to upgrade skills and prepare you for one ‘
to train recreation workers  recreation program and  students now in it. of three programs to be offered at Old Sun Community College in ;
who would develop and includes instruction on the “If they can successfully September 1989. These programs are Computer TeChnOIOQY- 1
improve on existing sports ~ development of a plan that  find employment after Business Administration or Secretarial Arts. Pre-career is a one 1
and recreation programs, includes the resources of graduating, then this wil year academic upgrading program for students who wish to
as well as work toward  the community, use of increase our chances of | - enter the many and varied career programs offered by SAIT. -
building tourist economies outside recreational getting more funding,” he ! ?
R Kpeauifovs; SaciTaies, Tunc ralsing s FALL '88 LETHBRIDGE COMMUNITY COLLEGE — Early 53
nities. Some 14 students techniques and the devel- Although Hannon is not Childhood Education 4
have been training at the opment of the tourist certain more funding will be : ' g dasianed . 3
AVC since Feb. 1. potential of communities.  forwarded, he is optimistic Final semester of a _three 'semes'ter program designed 1o prepare ;
The students are now on The program is divided because he says half of the students to work with children in a preschool setting. -
a two-week field placement intothree main components, - 14 students have already For more information on any of the courses listed above please A
in each of their respective ~with the first session secured jobs. - .
communities. They willbe  covering the administration “Many were already contact The Rgglstrar Qfﬁce at 734-3862 or 264'9658- %
tryingto determine whether ~ duties of a recreation working as recreation *Accommodations available at student residence. R
the program is lacking director, including recrea- workersback home but did 7
anything, vital to the ., tionfoundations,community . not have any previous : i
outcome of the course. assessment and planning, training...they saw the - . ¢
“They’ll be looking for special events, coaching benefits of the course and 3
new things to add to the and leadership skills and got time off to take it,” he 4
course,” says Hannon, communications. explained, noting these A
noting that changes will be When the studentsreturn  students will be returning to . 4
made if there is a need. from the field placement,- their old jobs. The other The lndlan (8
“Some of the students on  they will be in class for an students have a good .
placement have alread additional nine weeks, chance of securing jobs . . i
said that they need tokno\f; completing the year on “because there’s not really ASSOCIatlon Of *
more about attracting June 17. They willreturnto  that many people in the job E £
volunteers and keeping the Lac La Biche AVC the market with expertise in Alberta W|" sponsor 2
them interested inactivities.”  following termin September  this area.” Z
The need for the for another two months People interested in the *
Community Recreation before graduating. program can contact’ an Alberta A"" A
Worker program was Other sessions willcover Hannon at AVC Lac La > »
identified by Native commu-  basic first aid, campsite Biche. Chlefs Conference %
| = May 24 & 25, 1988
; p x
Onion Lake Band Requires a at the Convention

DUTIES: Under the direction of the Education Authority and the
superintendent, the successful applicant will develop a curriculum for the
teaching of Cree language at the Grade 10, 11 and 12 level. In addition, the
successful applicant will devote time to the redesigning of existing Cree
Language Programming from grade 1 to 9.

For more information
call Sylvia Arcand
at (403) 452-4330

(IAA Edmonton Office)

-
5B B Bl A A )

REQUIREMENTS:

® Bachelor of Education Degree with emphasis in curriculum development

® Fluently in the Cree language (“Y” dialect)

® Must be aware of organization engaged in curriculum development for
Cree language

® Must be familiar with sources of information and material regarding Cree
Language Programming

e Must be prepared to work closely with school staff and supervisor

® Must be familiar with standard orthography

Indian Association of Alberta

‘.. 1"\ A % i}-l‘-, n}:‘*.ﬁ ‘; ﬁ:‘i;‘u_‘. ;ﬁ,‘.} :‘ ,} ’.’ :\ '& 5’.

Send resumes to: Syd Pauls

Superintendent of Education gf:gﬂ'g:gi‘l;':g rtgv:;‘geoxs : >
Onion Lake Tribal Administration 37 Lk 40,3 A Tt T -
General Delivery one: (403) 452- or 452- 4

Onion Lake, Sask. SOM 2E0

For more information please call (306) 344-2107
Competition closes June 17, 1988

| S S —
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RCMP reach out to community

BY DIANE PARENTEAU
Windspeaker Correspondent

FISHING LAKE — Very
few settlement members
who turned out to hear
visiting musicians on April
14 knew what to expect
from the perormers.

Those who came for
entertainment were more
than satisfied. Those who
came out of curiosity were
pleasantly surprised and
those who came just to sit
and listen had another thing
coming.

The Winston Wuttunee
show that recently toured
northeastern Native
communities did 12 encore
performances in north-
eastern Alberta and Fishing
Lake was fortunate enough
to be included.

Funded by various federal
and provincial agencies, the
tour was co-hosted by
Native Crime Prevention
Program in Edmonton and
local RCMP detachments
in hosting communities.

Working with local
detachments, Wuttunee
tried to encourage and
foster closer working
relationships between
RCMP and community
members.

A Native performer and
storyteller, Wuttunee and
his band Rainbow Bridge,

hoop dancer Ron Many

Heads and four members
of the Elk Point detachment
arrived at the J.F. Dion
school just hours after an

earlier performance at Frog
Lake.

Many of the featured
songs held messages and
advice that got through to
at least some of the people
there.

“The entertainment was
good,” said Margaret
Fayant, settlement council-
lor. “But there was also a
message there that said
‘hey look, we’re having a
great time without drugs
and alcohol’.”

- The RCMP members,
out in full dress, watched
the performance as spec-
tators along with elders,
teens and children. They
were also called on to play
more active roles: picture a

constable in red serge
belting out “blue suede
shoes” or shyly singing the
“alphabet song.” It was
unrehearsed, spontaneous
and funny, putting the
lawmen in a whole new
light.

“The cops are not always
here to pick up somebody,”
said Fayant. “They can be
happy and join in (the fun).
They are not all that terribly
bad.”

Seventeen-year-old
Monica Cardinal thought
the show was entertaining
and informative. She was
genuinely surprised at how
the police took part.

“l didn’t think the cops
would do that,” said

Cardinal, chuckling at the
memory of it.

“The lyrics of the songs
about booze were hilarious.
You don’t need booze and
drugs to have fun,” she
added.

Sergeant Best of the Elk
Point detachment said the
show in Fishing Lake went
over very well but he was a
little disappointed with the
turnout. The crowd of
about 100 consisted mostly
of adults and young children.

“l was hoping for a better
turnout of school-aged
kids,” said Best. ‘““But
because it was an evening
show it was to be expected.”

The show opened with
self-esteem message in a

song called “Let only Good
Spirits Guide You,” intended
to make young people feel
better about themselves
and who they are. It
discouraged the use of
drugs and alcohol and
promoted crime prevention.

“As the evening progres-
sed, it was certainly
entertaining,” said Best.
“But there’s got to be
something else we can do in
conjunction with (the
show). Groups getting
together and talking about
these things would be a
start.”

He added the manner in
which the community
responds with future
requests for programs and
help in these areas will
determine the success of
the performance.

Hay River Dene Band
is accepting application for the position of

ALCOHOL & DRUG COORDINATOR

QUALIFICATIONS: Counselling and
communications field preferably Nechi
training, knowledge of funding agencies
and resources in Yellowknife area and at
least five years continuous sobriety.

Under the direction of the Hay River Dene
band council the coordinator is
responsible for the overall administration
and management of the program and
‘supervision of counsellor trainees.

Knowledge of the community of Hay River
reserve and existing Native drug and
alcohol abuse programs and the tradition

and culture of the Dene people is a
definite asset. Strong written, verbal and
leadership skills is required.

SALARY: Negotiable dependent on
. experience and qualifications — Closing

ddte May 24, 1988.

Please direct enquiries and applications

to:

Chief Roy Fabian
Hay River Dene Band
P.O. Box 1638
Hay River, N.W.T. X0E ORO
Telephone (403) 874k-6701

-

EDMONTON  Jisiis

-BEAR HILLS
SERVICE
CENTRE LTD.

BEAR

SERVICE CENTRE LTD.

NOW HIRING
Full & Part-time Staff .
for 24 Hr. Restaurant,
Grocery & Truck Stop

HILLS

Dishwashers
Cashiers
Cooks
Bakers
Prep Cooks
Hosts/Hostesses
Gas Attendants
Grocery Clerk
Waiters/Waitresses

Our restaurant is now open.
Visit us for friendly and
courteous service.

352-6873

NATIVE COUNSELLOR

Keyano College requires a Native Counsellor in their counselling
department. This position will provide educational, career and

personal counselling to native students at the College and
satellite campuses. The incumbent will assist in native student
transition to College life plus provide active liaison work with
native groups. :

The successful candidate will possess experience in counselling
plus post-secondary training. Knowledge of native culture plus
the ability to speak Cree or Chipewyan would be beneficial.

Travel will be required.

SALARY: A competitive salary and benefits package are offered
based upon qualifications and experience. This is a one-year full
term faculty position with the likelihood of extension.

PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR RESUME, ATTENTION: HUMAN

RESOURCES, BY MAY 20, 1988.

8115 Franklin Avenue, Fort McMurray, Alberta

T9H 2H7 (403) 791-4864

The IMAZDA Store

The Believe-it Team!

| 9am. -8 p.m.

maZba

CALL (30

Open 7 Days

1973 CHEVY % TON

New front fenders, new chrome wheels

and tires, runs excellent. $2 ,99 5
SUNDANCE

OVERSEAS JOBS

All Occupations ® Tax Free Income
Aftractive Comgan
)

OR SEND RESUME TO:
WORLDWIDE EMPLOYERS
1426 SOUTH FEDERAL HWY. SUITE #322
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33316
Advanced Fee ® Refund If Not Placed
Overseas Per Contract
LICENSED AS AN OVERSEAS EMPLOYMENT AGENCY

11130-149 Street

454-0422

HOURS: Mon.-Thurs. 9-9
Fei. 96
Sat. 9-5

Paid Benefits
56-6603

Open 7 Days
Qam.-8pm.
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INSIDE THIS WEEK

B [t’s a conflict perhaps many
young dancers face: parents
want their children to get
summer jobs, but the kids
want to powwow. See how
Larry Yazzie handles the
situation on page 28.

B Drummers and singers
provide the beats for the
dancers to move to. But what
happens when a singer loses
his voice at a competition? See
page 34.

B People love to shop at
booths between powwow
events. On pages 36 and 37
Terry Lusty takes a look at
some popular southwestern
crafts often for sale.

8 Did you know the grass
dance originated in Nebraska
from the Paunee Indians? For
more info on historic dance
beginnings see pages 9-11.

Second Annual

Windspeaker
Powwow Country

CONTENTS

Looking back

8 The drum sounds...and we dance. Page 4
B Painted designs are spiritual legacy. Page 6
B Historic eras come to life. Page 7

Powwow Tradition
B The art of hide and seek. Page 8

The Dances

B Traditional dancers splendid in historic outfit.

Page 9

B Eagle feather plays important role in sneak-up
dance. Page 9

B Fancy dance is pinnacle of powwow
competition. Page 10

B Early grass dancers celebrated victory. Page 11

On the Powwow Trail

B School crowns powwow princess. Page 12

8 Patsy Anderson almost wins “Miss Indian
World.” Page 13

8 Fiction. Page 14

Powwow people

B Wolfe’s shyness fades when he dons headdress.
Page 22

B Goodeagle learns to dance by watching
grandmother. Page 23

8 Grass dancer is modest champion. Page 24

B Tailfeather’s powwow passion takes her
travelling. Page 25

® Dancer’s outfit tells the story of his life. Page 26

B Unsung heroines do most of beadwork. Page 27

B Yazzie wants to powwow. Page 28

B Roy Covyote keeps ‘good spirts going’. Page 29

B Eagle aims high with fancy dancing. Page 30

B Father passes dance tradition to son. Page 31

B Elder thinks powwow is a way to beat alcohol.
Page 32

B Students learn powwow basics. Page 33

Sounds

B Tear gas and laryngitis makes drummer’s life
interesting. Page 34

B Alexis singer tries to create pure sound,
rhythm. Page 35

Creative hands

B Southwestern crafts popular at powwows.
Page 36

B Turquoise and silver becomes fashionable.
Page 36

® Pueblo the first to weave with cotton. Page 37

8 Tourist seek clay crafts. Page 37

8 How to make an intelligent purchase. Page 37

Performers

8 Dance Troupe dispels ‘Hollywood Indian’ myth.
Page 38

Best wishes

to all powwow
participants
from Chief
Gordon Gadwa,
council & band
members.

Box 218
Bonnyville, Alberta
TOA OLO

Enjoy

o

Trade Mark Reg

p.O. Box 67, - Path

Best Wishes
To All
Powwow
Participants
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EDITOR’S NOTE

Victories and adventure told through dance

And the dance, drums and sharing are as
much a part of Indian culture as they were
hundreds of years ago when warriors returned
from battle or hunters made a great kill. They
told about their victories and adventures
through dance and many gathered to take part in
the celebrations. Rather than words:
movement, color and sounds were used to tell
the stories of their hearts. The enemy or the
hunted prey were all depicted in the actions of
the dancers and each spectator could imagine
what it must have been like to actually be there.
Today, the celebration aspect of powwows is
still important. But now, the celebration is of

I t’s powwow season again!

being Indian. Of having a unique culture and
long-reaching history. Of letting the spirit fly with
the beat of the drum.

It’s interesting to note the word powwow is
derived from the Algonquin word “pauau” which
originally meant “curing ceremony.” Non-
Natives witnessing this religious practice later
erronecusly cointed the word “powwow” to
mean any gathering of a large number of Indian
people.

The ‘“‘gathering” aspect of powwows is
significant. Time and time again dancers and
spectators tell us the things they like best about
dancing is the people they meet and the friends

they make. Powwows break down the barriers
and unify all who take part. Whether you’re from
the southernmost regions of the United States
or Saddle Lake, Canada — common ground is
found at a powwow.

Special thanks goes out to all writers and
photographers who made this year’s powwow
edition a success. They have all contributed to
bring the powwow circuit to life —for all to see.

Lastly, but definitely not least, a heartfelt
thank you goes out to all of you who have the
courage to celebrate your lifestyle and culture.
Best wishes to you for a good season on the
powwow trail.

Roy T. Coyote
POWWOW ANNOUNCER &
MASTER OF CEREMONY

Rodeo & Auction Announcer
Over 30 Years Experience y
For more information, call 585-3884 Shel g

or write Box 574, Hobbema, AB TOC 1NO. C a I en d a r of Events

[J Handgame Tournament, May 20 - 22, Kainai Sports, Centre. Contact Tracy at
737-2122 or Lavern at 737-3811. %

[J Modified (16-team) Slowpitch Tournament, May 21 - 23, Kehewin — entry fee
$150. For more info call Norman Amahoose at 826-3333 or Raymond Badger at

" 4
HUNGRY? nih THIRSTY?

Try our Delicious Food & Drinks 826-7663.
3 STOP at One of our Many Locations [0 Men’s Fastball & Men’s and Ladies’ Baseball Tournament, May 21 - 22, s
We are Ready to Serve You at All Hours Goodfish Lake. i
[ 1st Annual Leonard Flett Memorial Tournament, May 20 - 23, Gift Lake. A

O Slowpitch Tournament, May 21 - 22, Joussard. Call 776-3970 for more
information.

U Mixed (5+5) Slowpitch Tournament, May 20 - 23, Grande Cache — Entry Fee
$150. For more information call Dale at 827-4693, Jen at 827-2826 or Bill at 827-3643.

[ Spring Classic/Dolton Arcand Memorial Fastpitch & Slowpitch Tourney
(Pony & Chuckwagon Races), May 20 - 23, Alexander. Contact George at 939-5887/4763 ;";-
or Arnold 937-3551 or Wyatt 939-5887.

[ 2nd Annual Goodtimes Jamboree, May 20-22, [ ac La Biche. For more info call

7-ELEVEN FOOD STORES

—

Congratulations to all contestants
during this powwow season for
President Harvey Houle and all

members of the

: T 623-3333. :
Neeyal%izgtomgn%éﬁzcmtmn [0 8th Annual Powwow, May 27-30, Okeeheelee Park, West Palm Beach, Florida 3
Telephone: (403)869-3954 or 869-3992 (Forest Hill Blvd., 7 miles west of 1-95). Public welcome. ;

| | O 5th Annual Juried Alberta Native Art Festival — ASUM MENA, deadline for g

P R submissions June 1. Contact Alberta Indian Arts & Crafts Society and enter early.

[J Treaty Days & Halfway House Opening, June 18, Frog Lake.

. [l Annual Memorial Fastball Tournament, June 18-19, Louis Bull. a

O Powwow, June 25 & 26, Cody, Wyoming. ¢

MOOSE HORN MARKET Lid. [l Tiinowit 14th Annual International Powwow, June 9 - 12, White Swan, Wash. =

® GAS ® HARDWARE Call (509) 865-2390 for further information. ¢

| e PROPANE e ICE [ Paul Band 2nd Annual Competition Powwow, July 8 - 10, 45 miles west of £
® GROCERIES Edmonton & 3 miles south of Duffield Corner & 1 mile west of Duffield. Contact Kirby «

Bird at 428-0188 or 892-2922, Alex Belcourt at 428-0188 and Wilson Bearhead at 892-2691 -

PHONE or 892-2554.

| 331-3922 O Poundmaker/Nechi Powwow, July 1,2 & 3, Poundmaker’s Lodge, St. Albert. Call ¢
CALLING LAKE, ALBERTA Carl Quinn at 458-1884 for further information.

s O International Powwow, July 8 - 10, St. Mary’s Centre, Mission, B.C. Sponsored <

by Mission Indian Friendship Centre. £

L A SCHOOL OF HAIR DESIGN LTD OO Powwow 88, July 6 - 10, Halifax, N.S. Sponsored by Micmac Native Friendship Centre ’

For a rewarding Career in (420-1576). n §
Professional Hair Styling O Cold Lake First Nations Treaty Days, J.uly 8- lQ, Events to be posted on a later £

We offer complete course: date — contact Lorraine at 594-7183 for more information. <

S B Al ediing’® Coloring [0 Lac Ste. Anne Pilgrimage, July 24 - 28, Alberta 3each. ’

7 ntormation . O 25th Anniversary & Powwow, August 18 - 21, Prince Albert, Sask. Call the Indian o

S o A & Metis Friendship Centre at 1-306-764-3431 for more details. &

For a new and exciting career!
320-2228

No 201 - 517 4th AVENUE SOUTH
Lethbridge Alberta.

Proud Sponsor of the Powwow Calendar
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BY TERRY LUSTY

“Faster

the drum sounds.

As the spirit moves closer,
the rattles shake

and we dance.”

- By Chief Dan George

Each year, without fail,
almost every Indian
community hosts some
form of festival or ceremony
commonly referred to as a
“powwow.”

The term, however, is
not applicable to all Indians
of the North American
continent. For example,
northern bush communities
of the Canadian provinces,
as well as the Northwest
Territories and Arctic, do
not use the termat all. They
do, however, have their
own dancing traditions —
the tea dance, round
dance, blanket dance and
so forth.

As a general reference
term, the word “powwow”
implies a coming together
of Indian people who
indulge primarily in the
ritual of dancing.

Sacred, ceremonial, or
religious dances are not a
new or strange phenomena.

G

They have been handed
down from generation to
generation through the
years. Thus the powwow is
rooted in tradition and
reflects tradition.

Special significance
As part of culture,
Indians participatedin
ceremonies involving danc-
ing as a form of preparation
for a hunting expedition,

athering at the arbor: Poundmaker’s powwow 1987

S

food gathering or warfare.
It was also a way to extend
respect or give special
thanks.

After a battle, a celebra-

tion or thanksgiving would

welcome the safe return of
the warriors. Dances also
honored deceased friends
or relatives, or Mother
Earth for her contributions
to mankind. Such get-
togethers also provided the

LOOKING BACK

~ The drum sounds...and we dance

opportunity for people to
bestow names, transfer or
renew sacred or ceremonial
objects, and so on.

Dance festivals were
sometimes influenced by
visits form other tribes, fur
traders or occurred when
people gathered at trading
posts.

Because Indian bands
lived off the land, they
would often split up into

WINDSPEAKER PHOTOFILE

smaller groups, usually as
family units, to hunt, trap
and gather food. This was
particularly the case in
winter when game was
scarce.

When the snows would
fly and the men hunted and
trapped, the women would
occupy their time by
fashioning everyday clothing
and regalia to be worn on
special occasions like

ceremonies and pOWWOWS.
Plains origin

The amount of leisure
time was greater amongst
Plains Indian women than
those of the bush cultures.
For that reason, it is
understandable why the
powwow eventually devel-
oped on the Plains.

With the approach of
spring and early summer,
the band units would
reunite and even join up
with other bands; this
would prompt a get-together
which included dancing
whether it was for social,
ceremonial, economic or
religious reasons. On such
occasions, there was
seldom any other activity
more important.

The union of bands
which shared common
bonds helped to cement
relations, promote goodwill
and provide a platform for
the exchange of cultural
traditons amongst different
tribes throughout North
America.

After the mid-1800s, the
mobility of Canada’s Indians
declined as the government
attempted to settle Indians

Northwest
Territories Canada

On behalf of the

i Government of the Northwest Territories
| extend best wishes to all of this year’s
Pow Wow participants.

bl (11

Dennis Patterson

Government Leader

e




in one place on reserves
and restrict their move-
ments.

A helping hand was lent
by the clergy who also
wanted to alter the culture
of the Indian, to do away
with their “pagan” ways
and work at educating
them.

Thus assisted by the
church, the government’s
relegation of Indians to
reserves set the stage for
their cultural extermination.
In Alberta, Treaty 6, 7and 8
were signed in 1876, 1877
and 1899.

No mobility

A “pass 'system” for
Indians was invoked by
Indian Affairs and enforced,
especially after the 1885
Northwest Resistance, and
Indian agents were thus
able to curb Indian mobility.
To step foot off a reserve,
an Indian had to first obtain
permission from the Indian
agent or the Northwest
Mounted Police. The
system was in effect until
the late 1930s.

The influence of the
Sioux Indians just below
the Canadian border was
an additional cause for
concern by government.
Sitting Bull and his Sioux
warriors were trying to gain
access to Canada. Govern-
ment fears were further
heightened by the Ghost
Dance religion in the

United States which, it was
thought, would also promote
the unification of American
and Canadian Indian tribes.

One of the last things
Canada wanted was a unity
between tribes. Because
this posed a major threat on
the Canadian scene,
government suppressed
Indian culture, religion and
gatherings steadfastly.

In the 1890s, Indian
dances and traditional
observances such as the
Sun Dance were forbidden.
This deliberate attempt at
doing away with Indian
culture and religion was
nearly successful. The fire
burned low, the flame
flickered and almost died.

Near extinction

By the late 1940s, Indian
culture and religion was
almost totally annihilated.
What little. remained of
sacred and religious
traditions was forced
underground. Many songs
and rituals were lost to the
expansion of European
religions and the institution
of mission/residential
schools which was likely
one of the singlemost
factors that contributed to
the near-destruction of
Indian lifestyles, customs,
language and religion.

But dancing stood the
test of time. Together, in
the face of adversity,
Indians overcame the cloak

of darkness and resurrected
what remained of their
culture.

Beginning around the
late’40s and early 50s, and
picking up momentum by
the mid-’60s, a transforma-

WINDSPEAKER PHOTOFILE

Culture: Almost dstoyey u’,rchrch REs

tion of tremendous magni-
tude occurred.

Cultural identity and
rejuvination escalated.
Fortunately, some social
and ceremonial dancing
had continued behind the

B e
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scenes. Eventually, human
rights legislation by
parliament ensured the
return of Indian religion, as
well as other traditions.
Many school systems
embraced cultural program-
ming which included Indian
tradition. And, the powwow
flourishes more than ever
before.

A new dawn

Indian mobility, as in
prehistoric periods, has
advanced immensely. Pow-
wow attendance has
increased and distance is
no longer a problem. The
economic turnaround has
helped as well. Now, there
is mroe money and Indians
are better able to get about
to attend powwows.

As one arrives at camp,
various activities can be
observed. Amid the hustle
and bustle, people set up
their tents, make fires and
cook. Children play tag or
other games, singers
practice for later in the day,
women chat with one
another, some people
gamble at cards or hand-
games, and dancers perform
a last minute inspection of
their outfits.

The role of females was
greatly restricted at one
time. As participants, only
a few might be seen
somewhere along the
sidelines of the dance
compound. This is no

longer the case. As with
politics, economics and
social activities, women
now play a far more
prominent role than ever as
dancers and drummers/
singers.

Powwow honors

Honor dances for achiev-
ers are commonplace.
Relatives, friends or mem-
bers of a society or
organization often sponsor
these and people show
their respect by standing
and removing their hats for
this dance and for grand
entries as well.

The use of alcohol and
drugs is not tolerated at
powwows. Security staff
are employed to watch for
such infractions. They have
the authority to deal with
violators.

Powwows also incorpor-
ate “give-aways,” during
which an individual or
family honors those who
have helped others travel
great distances, are elderly,
or are special friends or
family members. Usually,
the gifts are towels, blankets,
money and even horses.

Today is a new day. As
the rays of the sunlight
peep through the once
ominous clouds, so do the
traditions of the people
return to the children who
nurture and propel culture
into the future for all time.
The powwow lives on! O

From

Chief Theresa Strawberry
& Band Members

O’'Chiese Band

P.O. Box 1570

989-3943

ROCKY MOUNTAIN HOUSE, Alberta

MYERS BUFFALO
GOLF CLASSIC

(Ladies & Gentlemen)

flights.

June 17

1

June 18 & 19, 1988
WOLF CREEK

(10 minutes from Ponoka)
Home of the Alberta Open

| O Entry deadline Saturday, June

O Entry fees $100
O Top20inthe men’'s champion-
ship paid plus 1st and 2nd

O Top seven paid in ladies plus
1st and 2nd flights.

[0 Hole in one prizes.

[0 Pre-registration to Wednesday,

Golfers from as far away as California and Arizona!
So come out and enjoy yourself.

For further information call 585-2648 or Herb at
585-4059, Box 683, Hobbema, Alberta.
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Painted designs are
spiritual legacy

BY TERRY LUSTY

Designs are property
handed down from one
generation to the next and
from one family to another.
Tipis are transferred
ceremonially in the same
manner as most items of
spiritual significance
each with its own rules and
taboos to the occupant.

Painted tipi designs are a
source of power and
prestige and at one time
belonged only to the
wealthy and the elite of the
tribe. To own one of these
meant payment of horses,
blankets, and other goods
— the price being set by the
owner. Now, one can
sometimes purchase a tipi
for as little as $200.

There are many origins
of painted designs and most
relate to the existence of
animals; common designs
are of otters, beaver,
buffalo, deer, weasels and
bear.

The “blueprints” or ideas
for designs are sometimes

received through super-
natural experiences but,
more commonly, through
spiritual dreams. A scenario
in which a design is given
might be: there was a
hunter who happened
upona large cave in the hills
and was brave enough to
venture into the dark
cavern. There, he meets a
lesser spirit who acknowl-
edges his bravery. To mark
the occasion the spirit gives
him a red bear design
because the cave is the
home of a legendary red
colored bear.

Hobbema’s Ermineskin
band elder and spiritual
leader, Albert Lightning,
owns an extraordinary tipi
on which is painted a
buffalo and symbols which
have spiritual origins. On
special occasions, such as a
pipe ceremony which he
may conduct in his tipi,
Lightning will sometimes
relate the spiritual meaning
of his tipi designs and how
he acquired them.O

COURTESY MUSEUM OF NORTHERN ARIZONA

DIANNE MEILI, Windspeaker

COURTES MUSEUM OF NORTHERN ARIZONA

Gaetz Ave.

n Mall, 10705 - 20\ sg;‘:NDE 1- 100 Ave.

__ 16th Ave. N.E.
7 — 16¢ T MED




Historic eras
come {o life at
Blackfoot museum

BY DAN DIBBELT

Whether you’re a spec-
tator, a drummer or dancer,
you can always relive a bit
of the past at a powwow.

For many of the partic-
Ipants, it 1s a past they have
lived and still remember.
But for others it is a past
they haven’t experienced.
For them, the Blackfoot
museum on that reserve,
near. Gleichen, offers that
opportunity.

“The museum is divided
into four major life transi-
tions,” says museum
curator Russell Wright.
“The stone age, the arrival
of the missionaries,
agricultural life and present
day or the space age.”

It is an enormous span of
time to present in the little
museum, barely larger than
a living room, but each era
is cleverly depicted.

Wright begins his tour of
the museum with the stone
age, showing patrons the
crude but effective examples
of Native tools. A solid oval
stone tied with buckskin to
a willow rod served as a
hammer, a willow rod tied
on each end with sinew
formed an essential bow,
and next to that are
samples of arrows and
arrowheads hammered out
of stone.

“Many of the items on
exhibit were found right
here on the reserve; other
pieces were donated,”
explains Wright.

The second era Wright
introduces is that of the
missionaries and with them
the introduction of the
horse and eventually the
establishment of reserves.

It is the largest and most
comprehensive part of the
museum. Wright explains
that is because it is a more
recent era and also one of
the greatest in terms of

cultural changes.

“It 1s important to
remember, however, that
whiteman did not change
the Indians,” says Wright.
“We changed ourselves.
We selected different
aspects of the whiteman’s
culture and adapted them
to suit us.”

This section of the
museum includes examples
of early saddies, a layout of
the interior of a tipi, clothing
and sacred bundles which
remain sealed. ‘I am
allowed to touch them,”
explains Wright. “But | am
not allowed to open them.”

As visitors to the museum
walk along, Wright explains
the significance behind
each article on display. He
talks of their spiritual, as
well as practical value, and
1s always ready with an
example.

His visitors are often

school children — one of-

his favorite four groups.
Wright enjoys the students
because of their curiosity
and enthusiasm. He often
lets them touch the various
articles, giving them the
chance to better appreciate
the item or the role the item
played in history.

From the missionary era,
the museum enters the
1920s and the move by
Indians to agriculture. It
was a short period in Indian
history and is com-
roemorated by three photos
of that time.

“In 1960 we entered the
space age,” says Wright,
pointing to a large three
dimensional map hanging
on the wall near the exit. “It
1s a part of the museum
which we still have much to
add,” says Wright.

Museum organizers are
constantly adding pieces to
displays. But one thing the
museum is losing are the

LOOKING BACK
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signs describing each
article.

“The elders have told me
to take the signs down,”

A tour from the heart: Curator Russell Wright

saild Wright. “They said |
should learn about my
culture and give the tour of
the museum from my

WINDSPEAKER POWWOW COUNTRY, May 13, 1988, PAGE 7

heart.”

And so, Wright has put
great effort and care into
learning of his culture. And

with each tour, he passes
on a little bit of that
knowledge to those who
visit the museum. O

DR. JOSEPH J. STARKO
OPTOMETRIST
For Appointment phone 422-1248 -
805 Empire Building, 10080 Jasper Ave.
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 1V9

D.E. (Don) Christensen
General Manager

POLARIS TIRE LTD.
804-36 St. N.

Lethbridge

24 hour service

329-3901

On behalf of

the executive,
the board of
directors and
the staff of
the Indian

Association of
Alberta,
extend our

we

best wishes

to all the
POWWOW

people.

11630 Kingsway Avenue

Edmonton, Alberta T5G 0X5

Telephone: (403)452-4330
452-4331

INDIAN ASSOCIATION OF ALBERTA
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The art of
hide and seek

BY TERRY LUSTY

Among Indians of western
Canada and the plains
regions of the United States
there is probably no form of
traditional guessing or
gambling game that can
equal the renowned hand
game. .

A lot of money changes
hands in this popular past
time which is generally a
sideline activity at most
North American powwows.
Previously, participants
would bet such personal
items as horses, dogs, food,
clothing, hides, weapons,
even wives.

The hand game involves
two teams of male and/or

female players usually
numbering anywhere from
four or more. The average
team is about six or eight,
although 15 or 20 is not
unheard of.

The game can be played
using one or two sets of
“bones”, though two sets
are more common. One
bone is plain, the other is
striped. They are small
enough to be individually
concealed in the closed fist
of the hiding team.

The game also features
10 tally (or counting) sticks
plus a “kicker” stick, all of
which must be won before
awinner can be determined.

A preliminary round of
guessing or the toss of a

coin usually determines
which team will first
possess and hide the
bones. Whichever team

‘Ho!": A handgame team from the Dene Tha’ Nation

wins the first right to the
bones also wins the kicker.

The fellow members of
the defending, or hiding,

e Iraditiona
e Iraditiona

® Traditiona]
Elders

DENE THA’
GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

June 27 -
July 3, 1988

Assumption, Alberta

To promote spirituality,
guidance and direction.

| Dancing Ceremony

| Hand Games
| Storytelling Addressed by

Sponsored by the Dene Tha’ Band
Box 120, Chateh, Alberta TOH 0S0.
Phone: 321-3842 or 321-3775

team will drum and sing. A
small rawhide hand drum is
used to accompany the
singing but, if unavailable,
players simply beat out the
rhythm on a long pole
which is placed crosswise
on the ground in front of
their team.

The tally sticks can only
be won by the hiding team
and only when the opposing,
or guessing (also known as
“pointers’) team IN-
CORRECTLY guesses
which hand holds the plain
bone. When the opposition
does guess correctly, it
does not involve any
exchange of tally sticks. A
correct guess only gives
that team, the guessers,
possession of the bones.
Guessing is done by pointing
fingers in the direction of
the hand believed to
conceal the plain bone.

When the guessers have
won one or two sets of
bones, whichever number
is being used, they take
their turn at hiding them to
try and win counting sticks
from their opponents. The
ultimate object, of course,
is to win all 10 plus the
kicker stick.

The hider of the bones

usually conceals them
beneath a blanket, shawl,
coat, or hat. If these are not
available, they will hide the
bones behind their back or
thighs.

The guessing team goes
through some very intricate
gestures using hand signals
to indicate which hand the
hider is holding the plain
bonein. If they are playinga
game in which false guessing
is allowed (by pointing their
finger in the direction of the
hand which hides the plain
bone), the guesser must
also call out “Ho!” to
indicate that it is his/her
final guess.

At times, the guesser/can
challenge the hiders and
have them present their
sets of bones simultaneously
in which case they must
guess both sets of bones
correctly at the same time.
If correct on both guesses,
then both sets of bones are
won over. But, if correct on
only one set or none, then
only that many sets of
bones may be won over.

While an average game
may take from 45 minutes
to an hour, some last for up
to three or four hours and
sometimes even longer.

Sacred> Grele
Native Education Program Staff
for Edmonton Public Schools

Our Best Wishes
To All Powwow
Participants.

10210 - 117 Street
Edmonton, Alberta

T5K 1X6
Telephone: (403)429-8282
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Traditional dancers splendid in historic outfits

BY TERRY LUSTY

Traditional dancers are
now becoming one of the
major attractions at
powwows. Physically, their
attire is far different from
that of the Grass or Fancy
dancer.

The regalia worn by male
traditional dancers in-
corporates much of the
historic dress and equipment
used by dancers. In this
regard, the use of eagle-
wing hand fans, eagle
feather back bustles, full-
length cloth of leather
leggings, decorated dance
and coup sticks, feather
bonnets or roaches (head-
dresses), and brightly
colored ribbons on their
breech cloths or shirts,
were and continue to be
quite common.

Still other headdresses
are fashioned from animal
pelts such as coyote, wolf
or fox. More often than not,
the most common is the
roach made from the long
guard hairs of porcupine.
This headgear is particularly
popular with grass and

~ fancy dancers although the
hairs on a traditional roach
are longer than those of the
grass or fancy dancers.

At their backs, the
dancers sport an eagle
bustle ifrom which hangs a
two or three-foot cloth or
leather ‘trailer’ ornamented
with swift hawk feathers,
small round mirrors, bead
or quill work, or colorful
ribbons.

Additional equipment
may include bone breast-
plates, painted rawhide

shields, and ‘animal skins.
Participants study the
outfits of others and

_sometime borrow ideas

from them.

Female participants
usually don ankle-length
white buckskin dresses
with long fringes. They are

often heavily beaded and
WINDSPEAKER PHOTOFILE

‘Sneaking up on life’: Traditional dancer

Hours of work, thousands of beads: Traditional ladies visit on the powwouw circuit

may feature (tin) cones,
cowrie shells or elk teeth.
Over their arms they will
drape a shawl and/or carry
a beaded bag and, perhaps
an eagle feather hand fan.
On their feet women,
wear elaborately beaded
high-top moccasins. Often
their beadwork will match

that of their belt. Beaded
hair ties'and hair brooches
also add to the color of the
womens’ regalia.

The contrast between
male and female dancers is
very evident. The female’s
movements are quite
limited but stately as they
carry themselves with great

TERRY LUSTY, wWindspeaker

dignity as is becoming of
those who keep the family
unit together and also act
as a stabilizing force.
When the older women,
especially, are dancing,
they-stand in one spot and
bend their knees slightly,
keeping rhythm with the
beat of the drum and

bobbing their bodies up and
down. From time to time,
they will motion with their
arms and hands which hold
an eagle-wing feather.

A few will sometimes
surround the drummers
singers and join in with their
higher pitched voices which
add to the sound effect.

Those who move about
the dance area do so in a
clockwise direction which
is the same as that of the
sun.

The male dancer is far
more mobile than the
female as they imitate the
motions of a hunter —
moving as many muscles as
they can in the process.

As they guide their
movements, the dancer
tells a story. To the beat of a
dance similar to that of
grass dances, they tell of
hunters searching, tracking
and stalking wild game or
an enemy. Their steps are
deliberate and calculated as
their head moves from side

to side in a jerking, bobbing

manner as they shift from
foot to foot.

At times, usually at least
four, they will come to a
stop and go into a crouch
while shielding their eyes as
they scan the horizon in
search of their inended
victim. Following this
presentation, they will
continue as before until the
final beat of the drum.

Throughout their perform-
ance, they will exhibit
alertness, agility, cunning,

strength and pride in a

highly respected and
honorable ritual.

Eagle feather plays important

role in sneak-up dance

BY TERRY LUSTY

A fairly familiar face,
particularly on the urban
(Edmonton) scene, is that
of Eric Cardinal, who often
fills the role of powwow
announcer.

The entertaining style of
the sneak-up is fairly
widespread in North
America, Cardinal claims,
although he isn’t sure of its
presence in east-central
and the southeastern
United States. As for the
central and western states,
it is practiced by just about
every tribe with the possible
exception of coastal Indians.

The Canadian geographic
range, he says, traverses
the Prairie provinces and
extends into Ontario and
the northern states of
Minnesota and Wisconsin

where there are Pottawa-

tomi, Chippewa and Cree
Indians. To his knowledge,
the dance was lost from the
Six Nations tribes perhaps

due to the heévy influence

of the christian boarding

schools.

Cardinal explains the
sneak-up dance. as being
highly characteristic of
“sneaking up on life’, a life
filled with troubles and
difficulties that plague
Indian people on a day-to-
day basis.

Onrigins

Dances such as the
sneak-up “comes about
from the songs and may
vary from tribe to tribe,”
remarks Cardinal. He

further explains the origin

of the dance through the
following Cree legend:
' “One of the drummers
. said somebody had to
expose himself to an
enemy...hisworst
enemy, himself. He

went out and exposed-
himself to every known

enemy — greed,
jealousy, gossip, envy
and low self-esteem

— all are enemies.
“But, the Creator put
these on us — our
body, spirit, mentality.
But, if you have faith
and use the eagle
feather, you will pull
through. Also, faith
will bring you back to
the Creator, to health,
senses and your spirit-
ual well-being.”

The eagle feather,
Cardinal points out, is
extremely important in the
performance of this dance.
Participants shake the
feather “to cleanse it before
it meets the next enemy.”
This is done four times,

each time in a different

direction, against a different
enemy.

At a memorial-type
dance, says Cardinal, the
sneak-up would be some-
thing like a victory dance.

Victory dances have

increased since about 1949
and have been very
community-oriented in that

they were performed
mostly at the local level
after the Second World
War, explains Cardinal.
“They were celebration-
type dances,” he adds.

The earliest known
dance, the grass dance,
“was performed anciently”
and picked up in popularity
about the same time as
other victory dances such
as the sneak-up, did.

Cardinal notes the earliest
known dances are, in
order, the grass dance,
straight dance and tradi-
tional dance. He concedes
dances like the fancy and
jingle dress are far .more
recent introductions to the
POWWOW scene.

The above explanation is
but one of many different
versions of the sneak-up.
The origins and meanings
of dances can, and often
do, vary from region to
region or tribe to tribe and
the foregoing is only one
explanation.O
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BY TERRY LUSTY

The fancy dance was
developed recently and is
based on the grass dance. It
is vigorous and requires a
good deal of endurnce,
vitality, coordination and
imagination.

One could liken it to free-
style dancing in which the
performer allows his or her
creativity to work overtime.
Speed, balance, timing, and
innovation are of the
essence in this physically
demanding style which is
often filled with aerobic-
type demonstrations,
whirling, and pounding out
arhythmic step akin to that
exhibited in the grass
dance.

While most of the songs
sound much like those of
the grass dance, to the
initiated who are knowledge-
able in this area, they are
quite different.

In historic times when
bands and tribes came
together they would often
select their most able
dancers and place bets that
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their representatives would
outperform all others.
These competitions, known
as “racing” attracted only
the best for it demanded
good muscle tone, durability,
and tremendously high
energy.

At most festivals, the
fancy dance is the pinnacle,
or high point, of all other
dance competitions. It is
usually the last of the

Fancy dance is pinnacle
of powwow competition

indian break dancing: Fancy dancers warm up for competition outside Enoch arbor

competitions at powwows
and is anxiously awaited by
spectators and contestants
alike.

The dance is usually
performed by younger men
and women. Males wear
large colorful bustles made
of white turkey feathers
and hackles. The dance
steps are very fast-paced
and complicated requiring
much stamina as the drums

PEAKER

reach a feverish pitch.

The great amount of
energy exacted by fancy
dancers is a testament to
the rapidness and frenzied
nature of this relatively new
dance. At times, the fast
and furious gyrations of the
participants is an almost
unbelievable sight to behold.

A good deal of care and
attention goes into dancers’
outfits which vary widely in

Stamina a must: Fancy dancer

color and style. Complete
bustle sets may cost as
much as $1000 and
porcupine roaches, another
$200.

Angora hair, or fur, is
worn about the ankles —
along with a set of dance
bells which are fastened

WINDSPEAKER PHOTOFILE

just below the dancer’s
knees.

For female dancers, the
drumming is usually a bit
slower and less frenzied
than for males. Woman’s
footwork, however, is still
intricate and fast-paced yet
rhythmic, light and graceful.

COMMUNITY INITIATIVES
IN CONQUERING
ALCOHOL & DRUG ABUSE

A Conference dedicated to overcoming
Alcohol & Drug Abuse in Native Communities

June 10, 11 & 12, 1988

Slave Lake, Alberta

“Mamawihkamatotak’

“Let’s work together and help each other’

’

Slave Lake Arena
Slave Lake Native

Friendship Centre
(SLNFC)

Reserve

5:30-7:30 p.m. — Feast - SLNFC

FRIDAY, JUNE 10

11 a.m. — Late Registration -

12-1 p.m. — Hosted Lunch

1-2 p.m. — Opening Ceremony: Welcoming
‘address by Maggie Hodgson, Nechi
Institute — Slave Lake arena

2-2:15 p.m. — Nutrition Break

2:15-4:15 p.m. — Community Involvement/Mobile
Treatment Chief Theresa Strawberry, O’Chiese

7:30-12 p.m. — Slave Lake Native Dancers; Blue Sky
(Metis) Dancers; Waseskuan Cultural Dancers at
SLNFC & Round Dance at SLNFC.

SATURDAY, JUNE 11
7:30-8:45 a.m. — Breakfast SLNFC

9-Noon — Concurrent Workshops: 1) Communities
Getting Sober & Rebuilding, Alkali Lake
Community; 2) Community Initiatives and the
Mobile Treatment Process and Paul Hanki,
Nechako Centre, Prince George, B.C.; 3) Solvent
Abuse and Community Action, Nechi Institute

12-1 p.m. — Lunch

1-4 p.m. — Workshops repeated

5:30-8:30 p.m. — Buffet Supper - SLNFC

9-1a.m. —So ber Dance - SLNFC; Ray Fox Show

Featuring Priscilla Morin & Band - Admission $3

SUNDAY, JUNE 12

8:30-10 a.m. — Pancake Breakfast SLNFC
10-Noon — Panel Discussion: ‘“Where Do We Go
From Here?” - Sawridge Banquet Room

To register contact:
Student Services

Community Vocational Centres

849-7140

OR for more information:
Linda Massimo 849-7160

Registration Deadline: June 8, 1988
Camping Facilities Available
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‘Early grass dancers
celebrated victory

BY TERRY LUSTY

Performed for many
centuries, this historic
dance was introduced to
the Cree nation in Canada
through the American
Sioux. In consequence, the
Cree referred to it as the
“Sioux dance.”

Its roots, however, run
much deeper. It seems that
the Sioux received the
dance from the Omaha. To
acknowledge the dance,
they referred to it as the
“Omaha dance.”

Tl)e Omaha performed
the grass dance as a victory
dance in which braided
grass, symbolic of enemy
scalps, were fastened to or
tucked into their belts. The
Omabha, in turn, adopted
this dance from the Pawnee
tribe in Nebraska who, it is
believed, were the actual
originators of the dance.

According to Lionel
Boyer, powwow coordinator
for the ’86 Shoshone-
Bannock Festival in Idaho,
grass dancers gathered and
danced to beat down the

grass for Indian events. In
effect, he adds, it is a type of
war dance.

In legend, the dance is
said to -have come from a
woman who was visited
and instructed by spirit
powers as to the songs,
dances and production of
clothing and drums. She
then passed her knowledge
on to others, instructing
them in-all aspects as she
herself had been instructed.

Today, the grass dance
usually begins in the early

afternoon shortly after the
grand entry at a powwow. [t
is the forerunner of the
traditional and fancy dances
and, perhaps, only preceded
by the likes of the round
dance or war dance.

As a social dance, it
entered upon the Canadian
scene around the 1880s
and quickly became very

- popular, particularly among

younger adults and adoles-
cents who can put out the
tremendous energy required
in performing this dance. O
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Gaining popularity: More and more grass dancers

GET THE TRAINING
TO GET THE JOB

® Dental Receptionist/Assistant
Medical Office Assistant
Business Computers
Programming & Operating
Deskiop Publishing

CALL 428-6361
1(800)282-6916

M| McKAY

Computer College, #333 One Thornton Court, Edmonton, AB

Bridal Salon 424-6335

3
N

. 8 Cargers gu'[}

Specialists in

Bridal & Bridesmaid
Mother-of-the-Bride
Grad & Formals

Matching Accessories
Dyeable Shoes
Flower Girl Gowns
Size 3-15

Oversize Available
Layaway & Special
Orders Available

BesT wisHEs
TO ALL
POWWOW
PARTICIPANTS

WAH-POW DETOX

Box 1648
Lac La Biche, Alberta
TOA 200

623-2553

Beaver Lake

& TREATMENT CENTRE

Alberta
Vocational Centre

Grouard _ 0W
‘ rr
JooKiNg keqona{ pomo!"¢

® CAREER TRAINING
® ACADEMIC PREPARATION

/
For more information, call collectﬁ?ﬁ@,ﬁ‘ﬂ

® PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT and SPECIAL PROGRAMS

ol o
R s
- - 4 e, g

B Gown designed by
" .Hlana Federgreen

-

10316 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton Bridesmaid 423-2815

Tel. (403) 751-3915

® McLennan Campus
P.O. Box 97
McLennan, AB TOH 2L0
Tel. (403) 324-3737

L

® Grouard Campus e High Prairie Office ® Falher Office
Mission Street Extension Division Bureau de Falher
CRUACLEDEITE L P.O. Box 1508 Extension Division

High Prairie, AB TOG 1EO
Tel. (403) 523-6690

Box 762
Falher, AB TOH 1MO
Tel. (403) 837-8341
eValleyview Campus e
P.O. Box 266
Valleyview, AB TOH 3NO
Tel. (403) 524-3300

-

N
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A ‘marathon’ pageant: Winner Pamela Quinn, 14

Lac La Biche
Value Drug Store

VALUE
PRESCRIPTION SERVICES DRUG
VETERINARIAN & PET SUPPLES  \YJ MART

Best wishes fo
all powwow
participtants.

Your Drugstore
On The Corner

623-4370

Open 900 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Monday Thru Saturday

Box 477, LAC LA BICHE, Alberta, TOA 2C0

Joining the powwow family: The Quinn clan is initiated into the powwouw circuit

School crowns
POWWOW princess

BY MARK McCALLUM
Windspeaker Staff Writer

Pamela Quinn straight-
ened her crown and hugged
the other contestants who
shared the stage with her at
the Ben Calrobe school
princess pageant-May 7.

Quinn was crowned at
the school’s annual pow-
wow, which served as the
finale for the pageant which
began 10 months earlier at
the beginning of the school
year.

The contestants of the

“marathon” pageant were
judged on year-long
academic and attendance
performances as well as a
speech writing and
presentation contest. They
received points also for a
powwow costume and, in
the dance traditional and
fancy category.

The Grade 8 Ben Calfrobe
student accepted the
crown with mixed feelings.
“I feel really proud...but, at
the same time, I'm sad
because the other girls

didn’t win,” said 14-year-old
Quinn, thanking her fellow
contestants and family for
their support.

Quinn, who has a good
attendancerecordand
averages between 85 and
90 per cent in school
subjects, almost did not
enter the pageant for fear it
would cause conflict and
create harsh feelings

" between herself and friends.

“But, that never happened
at all...everyone was really
supportive,” she explains.

TERRY LUSTY, Windspeak

The pageant came:to a
close after all six of the
contestants made their final
bids in the speech presenta-
tions category. Quinn’s
speech on education
focussed on family support
and respecting the know-
ledge of elders. In closing,
she looked up at the pack
gymnasium of onlookers
and said: “Someone once
said ‘today is the first day of
the future.’ I want to say
education is the first step to
your future.” O

POWWOW
& Elders Spiritual Conference

July 6 - 10, 1988

Micmac Native Friendship Centre
Halifax, Nova Scotia

INCLUDING: Trade Shows, Dancing Competitions,
Craft Sales - Waltes, Fine Arts, Chanting and more...

Drum Groups — approximately $5,000 in Prizes
Traditional & Fancy Dance — approximately $5,000 in prizes
Accepting Bookings for Exhibitors Space $300 for all 4 Days.

NO ALCOHOL OR DRUGS PERMITTED

For further information: James Julian (902) 420-1576
— P.O. Box 344, Sydney, Nova Scotia B1P 6H2.
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Saddle Lake’s Patsy Anderson
almost wins “Miss lndlan World”

BY LOUIS KAKEESIM

ALBUQUERQUE,N.M. —
On April 15- 17, adelegation
of 40 students and staff

from the Saddle Lake

Onchaminahos school
went on a trip to the
“Gathering of Nations”
Powwow in Albuquerque,
New Mexico.

The Saddle Lake delega-
tion left April 13 and arrived
in Albuquerque Friday
afternoon. The powwow
featured 1,500 dancers, 25
drum groups and 100 arts
and crafts booths from all
over the United States and
Canada. It was held on the
University of New Mexico
campus at the arena, better
known as “The Pit.”

Saddle Lake Indian
Princess and Miss Indian
World contestant Miss
Patsy Anderson was among
18 contestants wying for the
coveted title of Miss Indian
World.

Contestants were judged
on their dancing techniques,
style of outfit, impromptu
speech and also their ticket
sales. Anderson, the only
Albertarepresentative
placed an impressive third
in the Miss Indian World
title. She managed to
capture the Miss Congenial-
ity Award.

“I didn’t expect to place
third, and that it was a great
honor for me. It was very
tiring and demanding but,
allin all, Imet a lot of people
and made new friends,”
stated Anderson.

Her future plans for now
are to ‘‘continue my
education and eventually
finish and graduate from
high school.”

The Miss Indian World
title went to Prairie Rose
Little sky from the
Lakota/Sioux Nation of

Second runner-up at Albuquerque: Patsy nderson

South Dakota. Runner-up
was Audra Arbaso, a
Navajo from Phoenix,
Arizona.

Results for the dancing
competition are not avail-
able, but final standings for
the drum competition are:
the Sioux/Assiniboine

singers from South Dakota
won first place; second
place were the Mandaree
singers from North Dakota
and third place went to
Blackfoot Crossing from
Gleichen, Alberta; fourth
place, the Red Bull singers
form Little Pine, Sask-

COURTESTY LOUIS KAKEESIM

atchewan; and fifth place,
the Southern Comfort
Drum from Phoenix,
Arizona.

The champions from
each dancing category will
be shown on CTV’s Wide
World of Sports sometime
in the near future. O
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PONOKA
BUILDING
SUPPLIES Lid.

0 Teny

Congratulations to all contestants
in this powwow season.

Lumber - Plywood - Windows
Suppliers of Rough Lumber

h
ﬁ"-’nL. s . I
BUILD YOUR WORLD

industrial Park
Box 2001
Ponoka, Alberta
TOC 2HO

PHONE: (403)783-5821 |
|

SPRUCE LAND
RADIATOR LTD.

See you
at powwow
daysl!

20 Oswald Drive
SPRUCE GROVE

962-8797

“THE RADIATOR SPECIALISTS

Automotive or Industrial
We repair them all!

® Cleanings ® Repairing

e Jewellery Repairs
e Ring Engraving

e Ring Sizing

e Gem Setting

DOWNTOWN WETASKIWIN / 352-4386
DOWNTOWN LEDUC /

e Engraving
e Appraisals
e Chain Repairs

986-4828

e Watch Repairs
e \Watch Batteries
e \Watch Bracelets

e ‘Ultrasonic’ Ring Cleaning e Trophies

CUSTOM MADE JEWELLERY

Free Estimates

LAY-AWAY

s L]
| ZAY.
]

! f\pwss .

American

“All done on premises’’
FINANCING AVAILABLE

® Recoring ® Steam Heaters
® Gas Tanks Repaired @ Qil Coolers
® Transmission Coolers ® New Heaters

R

FRIENDSHIP
BINGO CENTRE

® Doors Open 5 p.m.

® Early Bird Games 6:30 p.m.

® Regular Games 7:30 p.m.

® First Bonanza Pre-Call 7
p.m.

® Second Bonanza Pre-Call

8:45 p.m.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
10513 - 98 Ave., Grande
Prairie
532-4645
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FICTION

By Kim McLain

Rainy thought he heard
the screech of a hawk and
leaned out the van’s
window and looked up. The
almost cloudless sky made
the tiny speck hovering
high above the powwow
grounds easy to see.
Hawks always made Rainy
feel like something special
was going to happen, a
good sign, he thought to
himself.

It was a later summer’s
evening and most of the
good camping places were
already claimed. Tents and
tipis ringed the arbor,
covering the valley.

Rainy shielded the setting
sun’s rays from his eyes as
he drove along the dusty
dirt road that circled the
grounds. He turned the
Chewy van right, easing its
way between a truck
camper and a station
wagon. He would stay
parked in that same spot

until the weekend
was over.
He turned the key off and

the low hum of his van’s
motor became silent. Then
he leaned back and closed
his eyes, tired from the long
drive. Rainy’s stomach
tightened. Suddenly he
was worrying about the
dance competition again.
He took a deep breath and
quickly told himself not to
be nervous. Think positive.
He pushed back that fear
— the fear that made his
mind tell him that he
wouldn’t place in the
money or that a feather
would drop from his outfit.
“Think of good things,”
urged the voice in his head.

This is the best time of

the day, thought Rainy. The
sun’s rays, halfway behind
the arbour, sliced through
the smoke from supper
fires. Slender shadows
pointed to the western
horizon. Everything glowed
in dusty oranges and
browns.

He didn’t even mind the
dozens of children hollering
and running between tents
and vehicles. The children
wouldn’t run out of energy

until past midnight. The
older ones would be roaming
around the arbor until at
least two in the morning.
Now the sounds of the
powwow grounds came to
life. The young man’s body
tingled as his muscles
began to relax. A car door
slammed and a woman
laughed. Nearby, someone
spoke in rapid Cree. Wood
was being chopped.

Someone shuffled past the:

van. He opened his eyes a
little and saw the back of an
old lady wearing a blue
sweater and flower-
patterned dress. A large
black purse dangled from
her arm, swinging left and
right with each step she
took. She wore beadless
moccasins with leggings
underneath low, black
rubber overshoes. The
silky purple scarf around
the elder’s neck made

Rainy guess she was from
somewhere up north.

A hand thumped the
right side of the van. Rainy
sat up, eyes wide, startled.

Uncle Spencer’s smiling
face poked through around
the open window.

“I thought | recognized
your van,’’ said Uncle
Spencer.

“Oh, hi, how you doin’?”
said Rainy, trying to sound
glad to see his uncle. Rainy

always felt invaded by his
tactless questions about his
personal life. At the same
time, he was glad to see
somebody he knew. Travel-
ling by himself got lonely
sometimes.

“I'm not doing too bad,”
answered Uncle Spencer,
his eyes roaming around
the cab of the van, arms
resting on the window
ledge.

“So, you come to do
some dancing,’”’ asked
Uncle Spencer, adjusting
his baseball cap. The blue
cap had an iron-on picture
of a man wearing sunglasses
sailboarding on the ocean.
Rainy noticed Uncle
Spencer’s plaid shirt had
holes worn through the
elbows. _

“Yeah, maybe I'll finish in
the money,” replied Rainy.

“Well, since you're a
visitor here, your chances
are pretty good,’’ said
Uncle Spencer.

There was a slight pause.
Rainy knew the personal
questions were coming
next.

“Married yet?”

“No, no, not yet,” Rainy
answered with forced
laughter.

“How old are you now?”

“Twenty-two,” said
Rainy. And there’s that
smile, he thought, the one
that makes me feel so
uneasy. It’s like he’s getting
a kick out of watching me
get all nervous.

“Are you working?”

“I was up until a couple of
weeks ago,” said Rainy,
about to make up an
excuse for losing his job,
ashamed to admit he was
fired. Instead, he said, “But

things just didn’t work out
at that place.”

“And [ haven’t applied for

Be a friend.
Let your name stand.

For a tax deductible contribution of $50 toward the
building fund, you can have your name inscribed
among friends on a feature wall in the main foyer of
your friendship centre.
Building friend and business.

For a tax deductible donation of $150 you can have
your business name inscribed on a bronze plaque.
Businesses, please phone 926-3355.

Let My Name Stand Among Friends Forever

Name to be inscribed (no more than 26 characters long)

Charitable Donation Exemption Number: 0640573-56-25

Province.........coooooeeeeeei.

Your Address: (for receipt purposes)
el T e e S N NS e L S S Rt . S S e WA ey
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Please send your contribution to:

High Level Native Friendship Centre

P.O. Box 1735, High Level, Alberta, TO

e R O L e i 00

1720

The Choice is Yours
Make it While You Still Can

NEGATIV\E
* Drug addictions and abuse
¢ Uncertain future for your family
¢ School dropouts and unemployment
¢ Life full of emptiness
¢ Sorrow, pain, suffering \
¢ Never a penny to call your own

\

POSITIVE
i \

Y S

° Happy, healthy and aware

° Educated children

° A solid working environment
* © Self assurance and esteem

° Joyous family outings

° A positive, confident attitude

° Money in the bank.

x/_\/’)

NATIVE OUTREACH

3rd Fl., 10603 - 107 Ave. EDMONTON, Alberta TSH OWS

(403) 428-9350

HEAD OFFICE: 3rd Fl., 10603 - 107 Ave., Edmonton, AB T5H 0W5 - (403) 428-9350

BRANCHES IN:

Calgary - Rm. 201, 1211 - 14 ST. S.W., Calgary, AB T3C 1C4 - (403) 245-4374
Grand Centre - Box 1168, Grand Centre, AB TOA 1TO0 - (403) 594-7360

High Level - Box 480, High Level, AB TOH 120 - (403) 926-3635

Hinton - #201, Summit Building, Box 1409, Hinton, AB TOE 1BO - (403).865-7811
Lethbridge - 1616 - 2nd Ave. S., Lethbridge, AB T1J 0G2 - (403) 320-9010




THE BLUE HAND SHIELD

UIC,” he quickly said,
anticipating his uncle’s next
question. “It takes too long
to get a cheque anyway,
summer will be over by the
time [ even get one.”

powwow bum.

He was tall and slim with
braided hair. By the end of
the summer his skin would
be a dark reddish brown.
Beneath his hawked nose

And as the sun slid
behind the purple hills,
his mind swayed back

and forth between
the nagging problems
of everyday life to
the exhilaration of
fancy dancing...

“So where you staying?”
asked Uncle Spencer, still
grinning.

“lcould stay at Matthew’s
if | wanted to, but I think I'll
just travel along with the
powwow circuit.” Rainy
crossed his arms. “l won a
few firsts last year, you
know.”

Sometimes when Rainy
though about Matthew he
couldn’t help but feel
inferior. Already, his
cousin was married, had
two children and owned a
house and a couple hundred
head of cattle. There were
rumors that he might even
run for band chief.

And his other cousins
didn’t help the situation
much either.

Collin has just graduated
from a welding course and
was already working for an
oil company.

Lisa has been married for
six years now to a guy who
worked for a big shot Indian
organization. Sometimes
he wore suits and travelled
to Ottawa to meet about
things Rainy thought he
could never understand.

Rainy hardly saw the

cousins he grew up with  dancing before welcoming stance so he could tie on his ‘

anymore. spectators. He fell asleep, breechcloths, one for the SELECTIONS OF BRAND
They’ve changed so  his thoughts taking him on  front, another for the back NAME WIN DOWS, DOORS

much, thought Rainy, and  a ride of emotional highs and the narrow strips that AND SKYLIGHTS.

here | am -— the same old

was a slight moustache.
The rest of his face was
smooth -- he never shaved.
His wardrobe could fit into
a small suitcase: three
Levis, two plain T-shirts, a
blue Harvard University
sweatshirt and a blue jean
jacket with a beige corduroy
collar. He wore cowboy
boots almost all year round.
All he owned was the van,
some camping gear and his
fancy dancing outfit.

“Well, I better get back to
the tent,” said Uncle
Spencer.

“Where you camped?”

“Just behind that black
and yellow tipi,” pointed
Uncle Spencer. “Come on
over for breakfast tomorrow
morning.”

“Yeah, sure,” Rainy
waved, but Uncle Spencer
was already walkingaway.

Soon Rainy’s thoughts
were back ‘to comparing
how he felt inside to his
cousins’ exteriors. And as
the sun slid behind the
purple hills, his mind
swaved back and forth
between the nagging
problems of everyday life to
the exhilaration of fancy

and lows.

Sometime in the dark of
the night, the fluttering of
feathered wings woke
Rainy. He shifted in his
seat, getting more comfort-
able, not sure if the wings
were real or just adream. In
the morning he wouldn’t
even remember waking
during the night.

“Dancers, grand entry in
one hours,” avoice boomed
over the loudspeaker.
“One more hour dancers,
grand entry at one o’clock
sharp.”

Rainy walked quickly
back toward his van. He
knew that he’d need the
whole hour to get dressed
in time for grand entry.
With a full stomach from
breakfast at Uncle Spencer’s
and a good night’s sleep, he
was eager to get under the
arbor. His 12-year-old
cousin, Melissa, had helped
him wash and braid his hair.
The sun, hot and high,
dried his hair while a slight
breeze cooled his still damp
scalp.

Inside the back of the van
Rainy stripped down. Many
dancers, he knew, prayed
while they put on their
outfits. Rainy didn’t,
although he did feel a vague
reverance for the act, so he
put on his regalia alone and
in silence. Once he had on
his knee high gym socks
and navy blue Adidas
trunks he opened up the
suitcase in which his outfit
was packed,

First he slipped on his
moccasins. Then he
wrapped tensor bandages
around his calves so- the
straps of his chrome bells
wouldn’t bite into his skin.
Over the bandages he slid
on sheepskin leggings. He
pulled the straps of the bells
tight over the sheepskins.
Rainy moved to a kneeling

hung down his sides. Next,

To All

Powwow
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ANNOUNCING:
5th Annual Juried
Alberta Native Art Festival

ASUM MENA

AWARDS

$5,000 scholarship for 1st place
$1,000 for 2nd place

$500 for 3rd place

$750 for best 3-dimensional piece

EARLY SUBMISSIONS DRAWS

ENTER EARLY to be eligible for early bird prizes. Three draws for

$200 art supplies gift certificates will be made on the first day of each
month, March through May.

DEADLINE FOR ALL SUBMISSIONS IS JUNE 1, 1988

100% PROCEEDS
You as an Artist will earn 100% of the proceeds of works sold. The
Society covers framing costs for those works chosen for the show.

ENTER TODAY!!!

CONTACT

Alberta Indian Arts & Crafts Society
501, 10105 - 109 St.
Edmonton, Alberta T5J IMS

(403) 426-2048

* ONE OF THE BEST

WINDOWS, DOORS, SKYLIGHTS

AND MORE!

%\ . % YOUR CHOICE

“WE GUARANTEE LOW PRICES”

REPRESENTING:

. FIBERGLASS
i FRAMED

MAJOR CANADIAN WINDOW & DOOR MANUFACTURERS
WOOO * VINYL * ALUMINUM * FIBERGLASS - .

WINDOW SYSTEMS

t~rpnce Svamems

[ Al
EPFICENT

AL NN
$TOMs OOORE

Best Wishes Ry
e e
' wiNDOW snv.uu VBL“X m ;
Pehtree Root windows I
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HeL
-tesnOm
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REMODELLER

THE DO 1Y YOUR SELF WANDOW™

FOR: NEW HOMES, ADDITIONS
RENOVATIONS, GARAGES, COTTAGES ETC.

~ WINDOW
/ WAREHOUSE

EDMONTON - CALGARY - SASKATOON

~— 451-5040

g'] 11605 - 156 Street
o EDMONTON

participants

NISTAWOYOU ASSOCIATION
FRIENDSHIP CENTRE

8310 Manning Avenue
Fort McMVurray, Alberta
T9H 1W1

(403)743-8555
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THE BLUE HAND SHIELD

he draped his halter over
his shoulders, then he tied
his belt around his waist. As
a finishing touch, Rainy
slipped on arm bustles and
armbands.
put on his seskatches, or
headroach, and bustles
outside the van.

Qutside, next to the van
mirror, Rainy fluffed up the
hackles — blue, green then
vellow. He tied on his
bottom bustle, then the top
one. He checked to see if

the rockers on his head-

roach were working.
Looking in the mirror, he
tied the headroach on
straight and centered. He
could feel the feathers
rocking back and forth on
his head.

“Where were you last
night?”

Rainy recognized the
voice of Mugsy, a grass
dancer and a humorous
fellow who was popular on
the powwow circuit. Rainy
was glad to see him; he had
someone to walk with to
the grand entry.

“Oh, I fell asleep early,”
said Rainy, swaying his
head side to side as if he
made a mistake. “I didn’t
even mean to fall asleep,
but I guess I was really
tired.”

“Holy smokes, you
should of seen this woman
last night,” said Mugsy, his
face breaking into a boyish
grin. “Deadly. When | was

He'd have to.

walking around last night
she looked right at me.”

“You fell in love?” teased
Rainy.

“l was looking back to
see if she was looking back
at me,” sang Mugsy. The
young men laughed in
unison.

“Come on, let’s go check
in,” said Mugsy, walking

_toward the arbor where

most of the dancers had
already assembled. “It’s
time to ‘punch in’,” Mugsy
joked.

“Hold on,” said Rainy, “I
gotta get my eagle wing and
stick.”

The two walked to the
arbor, laughing and teasing.

The fancy dancers were
the most colorful in the
crowd. They stood out,
many in flourescent colors.
Most of the fancy dancers
knew each other and
exchanged handshakes
and gossip. They were
flashy young men, almost
elitist amongst powwow
dancers.

As Mugsy and Rainy
joined the crowd, Rainy still
found it hard to believe that
he was standing there next
to his boyhood heroes. Not
that he idolized any one
dancer; he had always
daydreamed about being a
dancer. As a boy, he
thought the fancy dancers
were almost supernatural...
the way they would seem to
glide off the ground when

they danced. Their motions,
like a bittersweet song,
hypnotized him. As far
back as he could remember,
the fancy dancers had
always been the fastest, the

know who or where he’s
from probably an
American.”

Rainy turned his back to
the man. But his blood
rushed as he felt the man’s

strongest, the most
acrobatic, the most magic.

About 200 dancers he
guessed, as he pinned his
competition number to his
breechcloth. Soon he’d be
winding his way into the
arbor, the traditional
dancers were already lining

‘up while a few elders stood

next to flagpoles awaiting
the flag song.

Rainy wasn’t sure why he
turned around — he just
felt like someone was
staring at him. About 30
feet away was a traditional
dancer wearing a feathered

- headdress. The man’s eyes

hid behind dark sunglasses,
but Rainy thought the man
was looking at him.

“He’s new on the circuit,”
murmured Mugsy. “I don’t

stare at his back. Why
am [ reacting so strangely,
thought Rainy, there’s
something about...

The flag song began and
everyone stood in respect
as the American and
Canadian flags were raised.
Out of the corner of his eye,
Rainy could see that the
man’s gaze pointed at the
flags, his right hand over his
chest.

Rainy’s face turned
toward the flags too, but he
looked sideways at the
man.

The stranger wore an
enormous feather cap. His
shoulders and chest were
covered by feathers too.
Beneath the feathers on his
upper body was a breast
plate made from real bone.

The belt, breechcloths and
harness were made of
hand-tanned leather. The
vest, like everything else,
was designed with porcupine
quillwork. Black stripes
banded the man’s leagings.
Wrapped around his ankles
was real fur, probably wolf.
In his left hand was a
wooden stick decorated
with feathers, in his right
hand was a hide shield. A
blue hand was painted on
the face of the shield. Rainy
decided that the man’s
outfit looked handsome
and intriguing, but some-
thing about the costume
was strange.

Now the songs began for
grand entry and the
traditional dancers followed
one another into the arbor.

The man, in his fifties,
was the twelfth dancer into
the arbor. Rainy couldn’t
take his eyes off him. His
steps were forceful and
sure, yet they were like a
horse’s delicate trot.
Dozens of bells rang out
with each stroke of the
drum; Rainy was sure the
stranger’s bells rang out
with a distinct tone, clear
and separate from the
other dancers’ bells. The
feathers of his headdress
bounced in slow, gentle
motion despite the quick
steps.

Wait a second. Rainy
cocked his head and
frowned, realizing the

dancer had no bells on. No
bells, now that’s different,
he thought. Rainy almost
smiled, thinking about how
he thought he could hear
the old guy’s bells. He
probably wasn’t even
looking at me either, he
mused as he stepped into
the arbor-

“They’re playingour
song,”’ joked Freddie, a
veteran fancy dancer.

Instantly, Rainy became
a dancer in mind and body.
Everything but the beat of
the drum and the melody of
the singers was pushed out
of his mind.

At supper break, Rainy
went back to his uncle’s
camp. After the bannock
and fish meal he played with
one of his favorite nephews,
letting the boy ride his knee
like a cowboy on a bronc.

Not long after that, Rainy
was back in the arbor for
the first intertribal, noticing
the new moves of the
Mountain brothers. Freddie,
the veteran, was in top form
too. Rainy made a mental
note to dance next to a
static dancer during the
competition. Then when
the time was right, he’d do
his new kick step next to
the Mountain brothers. If all
went well, he’d look good to
the judges.

Rainy’s new kick step
was much like a Cossack
jump — both feet and legs
kicking out from under the
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body. He made the jump
look easy but it took the
strength and agility of a
gymnast to pull it off.

It was,a long night for
fancy dancers. They were
the second last group to
compete, and usually didn’t
start their round until 11 or
12 o’clock. For Rainy, it
was hard to keep psyched
up. Often he had to resist
the temptation to do his
new step, but he kept the
step to himself like a secret
weapon to unleash at the
last moment.

Finally, the floor was
cleared and the first group
of fancy dancers were
called forward. Rainy stood
at the west end of the dance
floor, shifting from one foot
to the other. A teenaged
dancer next to him shook
his hand and wished him
good luck.

A woman’s voice began
to sing over the loudspeaker,
slow and melancholic,
sending shivers down
Rainy’s spine. Then came
the drum beats and the rest
of the singers.

Rainy counted the drum
beats, one-two, one-two,
getting into rythmn. He
knew the song.

From where he danced
he could see three judges.
He skipped over to Rick
Mountain. Sure that the
judges’ eyes followed his
movement, Rainy performed
his “Cossack” kick next to
the younger Mountain boy.

Perfect timing, he thought,
moving around the dance
floor and looking for
Freddie.

With his sunglasses off,
the traditional dancer’s
eyes were sharp and
narrow, not black, but
shining like golden brown
crystal. Rainy knew
instantly that the dancer was
staring at him again from
the sidelines.

Suddenly Rainy didn’t
care about Freddie, the
older Mountain, or the
judges. Now he just
wanted to get out of the
man’s gaze. Even though
Rainy kept his stare on the
ground before him, he
could sense the man
looking at him.

Concentrate — forget
about him, thought Rainy,
almost missing a beat.
Listen to the drum. Do the
new step now!

Rainy winced in pain, his

leg muscles knotted tightly.

The real horror came when
Rainy realized that he
couldn’t continue dancing.
He tried to ignore the
cramp, but it wouldn’t let
him unbend his leg.

The music went on as he
limped off to the side,
disqualifying himself. Rainy
felt ashamed. Quickly, he
moved through the crowd
away from the arbor. As he
walked, the cramp began to
loosen.

He stopped beside a
dark tipi, hidden away from

view. He clutched his leg.
The physical pain was
leaving now but inside
Rainy’s chest, the urge to
cry took hold. Suddenly he
felt like a hurt little boy,

fire,” came the voice.
Without seeing the
speaker, Rainy knew
instantly it was the stranger.
“Over here in front of
your van is a good place,”

humiliated and frustrated.
The corners of his mouth
pressed downward, but he
held back his tears, taking a
deep quiveringbreath.
Then, as he remembered
the man’s judging glare, his
disappointment turned to
anger.

“Why did he have to
stare at me like that?”
hissed Rainy through
clenched teeth. He blamed
the old man for his mistake,
convinced that his stare
broke his concentration at
a crucial time.

He walked back to his
van. In the dark he untied
his seskatches and bustles.
He dug into his gym sock
for the key to the back
doors.

“You should put on a

ice

the voice was gentle but
clear.

Still not looking toward
the speaker, Rainy opened
the back doors, put in his
bustles and seskatches. He
dug in his jeans pocket for
matches.

Soon Rainy had a small
firelit. All the while, the old
man stood and watched

without saying a word.
The young man hung his

head low, unable to look
into the old man’s eyes. He
went to a woodpile and
carried back a wide log for
the old man to sit on. Rainy
squatted down. The stranger
sat, straight back, with his
hands on his knees. The
younger man sat opposite
across the fire.

There was a long quiet.

Rainy looked at his hands
on his lap, listening to the
firewood crackle. One log
was green and hissed as the
sap was boiled out of the
wood.

“You are a good dancer,”
said the man, breaking the
silence.

Rainy turned his head
sideways, shifting his jaw,
still angry.

“Why were you staring at
me while | was dancing?”
asked Rainy, still hurt by his
disqualification.

“Are you angry because
you had to step out of the
competition?” asked the
man, ignoring Rainy’s
question.

“Of course 1 am,” said
Rainy, still unable to look
up. “Timing and concentra-
tion is everything.”

“dust by the way you talk
makes me think that you
blame me,” said the man.

Yes I do, thought Rainy,
but he was afraid to tell the
old man. He dug for the
words: it’s all your fault. But
the words wouldn’t come
out.

“You are a good dancer,”
said the old man again —
“Many people, besides me,
were looking at you.”

Rainy quickly lifted his
head to look at the old
man’s face.

“But you looked at me
differently,” shot back
Rainy. “It was like you were

judging me.”

Rainy could see the

firelight dancing in the old
man’s eyes. His face held
no anger, only a quiet
serenity. He seemed to
lean foreward a little.

“Yes, | was looking at
you,” whispered the man.
“But I wasn’t judging you, |
was praying for you.”

Rainy was stunned at
first, not sure how to react.

“Well, your prayers
didn’t work,” said Rainy, his
voice quieter now.

“Praying always works,”
said the old man.

“Not yours, unless you
were praying that | would
get a leg cramp.”

“That wouldn’t be a
prayer, that would be only
thoughts.”

“So, what were you
praying for?”

“l was praying that my
mind and heart would be
open to the Creator’s will. |
was praying that He would
show me what to do with
you.”

“So you weren’t praying
for me, you were praying
for yourself.”

“] was only asking to see
his will for me,” said the
man.

As Rainy looked at the
man it was easy to imagine
him in another time, before
the whiteman. His outfit
had no beads, brass, nylon
— everything about the
costume looked old and
real.

And now Rainy was
becoming aware of a new

than just good luck...
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feeling. His anger was
lifting from his body and
was being replaced with a
trust in the old man. The
young man began to feel
safe with the elder.

“Are you from the city?”
asked the man.

“Not anymore,” said
Rainy. “I used to live there
when | was working.”

“What kind of work were
you doing?”

“l was an office cleaner,”
answered Rainy. “Until |
got fired.”

The old man shifted his
weight, now putting his
elbows on his knees. He
looked alert, ready to listen.

“They said it was my
attitude,” continued Rainy,
now looking into the fire.
“But they didn’t know what
was going on at home. [ was
living with a girl, too.”

The man nodded his
head slowly, still listening.

“We were fighting all the

time, me and my girlfriend,”
said Rainy. He went on to
tell the old man about his
last few days with Marie.
About how she wanted
more from him -- more
time, more security, more
attention. How he resented
her for asking him for more
when he felt like he was
giving more than he had
ever given anybody. He
was giving so much it hurt.
Go ahead and find someone
better than me, he had
finally told her. She said she
didn’t want anyone else
Rainy pleaded that he was
giving her everything he
could and she was being
impossible to want more.
Then, after much vyelling,
the two decided the
relationship wasn’t meant
to be.

It had been a long time
coming. Things had started
out like a movie, wild and
carefree. But after three

months, the pair began to
argue. Six months into the
affair, there were more
angry days than good ones.
Even the days without
anger held a lingering

was ashamed that he
couldn’t cope with his
homelife. He was afraid to
let others know how insane
things were in his life.
Sometimes he thought he

mistrust and intensity.

At work, Rainy often
struggled with extreme
feelings of hurt and anger,
pushing his emotions down
so he could appear happy
to his fellow workers. He

himself was crazy, some-
times he thought it was
Marie.

So it was a shock when
Mr. Turgeon told him he
was fired because of his
attitude. All along Rainy

had thought he was doing
such a good job of hiding
the unmanagability in his
life. But Mr. Turgeon, the
boss, saw the pain just
behind his eyes. To others,
Rainy looked depressed,
withdrawn, angry and
unenthusiastic about
anything. Most of all, he
looked like he was ready to
explode. Mr. Turgeon was
a little bit frightened to have
to tell Rainy that he was
dismissed, scared of how
he might react.

But Rainy didn’t explode.
He was quiet and accepting,
much to the surprise of Mr.
Turgeon. But he didn’t
know that Rainy had
already had one rejection a
few days before when
Marie had left him. Rainy
was feeling like a fallure and
was giving up on himself
more and more everyday.
He cared less and less
about himself.

“So you suffered your
pain in solitude,” said the
old man.

“Yes,” submitted Rainy.
Just talking about all that
had happened, telling
another soul, lifted the
burden. The edge on his
hurt feelings softened.

“You are alone now?”
asked the man.

““Basically, yeah, I'm
alone,” said Rainy. “I've got
uncles, aunts and cousins
but they have their own
lives,” he explained.

“And your parents?”

“Dead,’” said Rainy.
“since | was 10. They were
in a car accident and ever
since then Lve been living
with relatives and foster
homes.”

“Have you grieved for
them?” asked the man.

Sure, Rainy had grieved.
He wore the suit to his
parents funeral and stood
next to their grave, unsmiling
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children’s education.

€ Through the province's general
revenues, the provincial government
will assume responsibility for
ensuring equity in both funding
and access to education programs.

@ Both dimensions of the publicly
funded education system — public
schools and separate schools — are
recognized in the legislation.

their educational needs.
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Alberta’s new School Act focuses on the needs of students.
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€ Those parents who have rights

under Section 23 of the Charter of
Rights and Freedoms, have those

rights reaffirmed.

& The legislation strikes a
balance between the province’s
overall responsibility for education

and the local school boards’
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L

responsibility to deliver quality
education to young Albertans.

The Government of Alberta is committed to maintaining
the strong foundation of Alberta’s education system. This
legislation is the framework for its future.

If you have questions about Alberta’s new School Act
or would like more detailed
information, please call
427-7219 or toll free to

-your local R.I.T.E. operator.
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and solemn. He was 10, but
he was a little man. He just
kept on frowning and
pretended to not hear the
comments about how well
he was taking it, how strong
the little boy seemed. Rainy
remembered thinking: I'll
never cry, I'll show everyone
how strong I am. | can
survive without parents. |
can survive this pain. Just
push away the pain.

The 10-year-old Rainy
had put on a mask of grief,
but inside he was already
learning how to turn
everything off, how to
become numb.

Now, sitting here next to
the old man and the fire,
Rainy knew what the old
man really asked.

“No, 've never grieved,”
he said. “If you mean have |
ever cried about my parent’s
death, no, 've never cried.”

“What are you afraid of?”
asked the man, his eyes
were sympathetic and
gentle. And his face was
hazy, glowing with the soft
firelight.

“I'm afraid,” said Rainy,
feeling the pain rising,
pushing its way out of his
chest, “that I might not be
able to stop.”

Rainy couldn’t hold the
tears back anymore. His
eyes streamed and his
chest heaved as the pain
he’d been hiding deep
inside rose. He cupped his
hands over his face.

Then he felt the man’s
hands on his shoulders.
Instantly, Rainy began to
cry in hoarse barks, hke a
child with a cold.

“Go ahead and cry,” said
the man, rubbing Rainy’s
back. “Tears are not the
pain, tears are the release
of pain.”

Rainy didn’t cry forever..

But he did sob for a long
time and gradually the cries
died down as all the years of
hurt lifted from his soul.
The man stayed with him all
the while, supporting him,
telling him it was all right.

The morning dawned
cloudy and moist. There
had been some rain during
the night. The air smelled
clean and fresh, drifting
cool.

Ramy awoke and poked
his head out of the sleeping
bag, one eye opened. He
was expecting to feel like he
did every morning
regretful, remorseful,
struggling with his emotions
to face the day.

Then he remembered
the night before, the old
man, the crying, the
admitting. He felt a little
shameful.

But then, he felt a joy,
clean and fresh, uplifting.
He knew that what had
happened had been a
healthy experience. It was a
healing of his soul. With the
old man’s help, he was able
to let go of all the emotional
garbage he had been
carrying around for so
many years.

Minutes later, he was
strutting to his uncle’s tent
with his toothpaste and
toothbrush in his hand, a
towel around his neck.

The cool air filled his
lungs, invigorating him. No,
he didn’t feel ashamed
anymore.

He walked past Freddy’s
camp and nodded at his
grandmother, who was up
making tea over the fire.

It didn’t matter anymore
that he was fired, that he
had failed at a relationship,
that he was out of the
dance competition. He felt
good inside, that was new,
and that made everything
okay.

This morning he could
face himself. And even
though he didn’t like what
he saw, he knew that he
could change. He knew
that if he had faith in himself
he could find the courage to
be honest with himself.
Already he was able to
admit that he never really
gave any part of his true self
to Marie.
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He had spent most of his
life hiding away his true self,
showing people a shallow
version of who he really
was. Now he could see Mr.
Turgeon’s reason for firing

grieved for them. They had
left him yesterday and now
it was today.

Rainy enjoyed the rest of
the powwow, feeling alive,
sensing that he was part of

him, knowing he had let
down his fellow workers.
He forgot that he was
offering a service:

He thought of his parents.
Now he had grieved, really

one big family. And he had
the vague notion he
somehow belonged to the
powwow, that he had a
®*place in his society.
Certainly, he was no longer

alone.

And he danced, not for
the money, but in celebra-
tion of who he was, of
where he was.

Rainy still felt drawn to
the stranger. Only now he
didn’t feel fearful or shamed.
Now he wanted to learn
how to become more
serene like the elder, how
to ignite his own soul so he
could have something to
give to others. The old man
had something he didn’t
have yet -- something he
wanted.

It didn’t rain that day and
the sun came out again. It
was dusty orange again as
Rainy drove out of the
powwow grounds. He
hoped that Marie would still
talk to him, that she might
travel with him from
pPOWWOW tO pOWwwow.

A mile down the road,
the old man stood with his

suitcase in one hand and
hitching a ride with the
other. He wore brown
pants, a grey cowboy shirt
and moccasins.

As Rainy slowed down

‘and got closer he could see

the smile on the old man’s
face.

“Where you going old
man?’’ grinned Rainy,
teasing.

“'m going powwowing,”
said the man, eyes twinkling.

Suddenly Rainy knew
what the blue hand shield
design meant. The hand
blue like cool water,
caressed his soul, cleansing,
washing away the dark
pain.

The two drove down the
highway, only knowing they
were headed for the next
POWWOW.

“You only have to live
one day at a time,” said the

elder to his young friend. O

PUSKEYAKEWIN HALF - WAY- HOUSE

OFFICIAL
OPENING

Puskeyakewin
Haltway House

June 8, 1988

Master of Ceremonies:
Raymond Quinney
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11. Tours

Schedule:

Welcome Guests

Flag Raising Ceremony
Opening Prayer
Introductions

Plaque Dedication

Speeches

Special Recognition

Special Presentations
Ribbon Cutting

2. Banquet and Round Dance

Presentation of smaller plaques

PUSKEYAKEWIN HALF- WAY- HOUSE
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Wolfe’s shyness fades
when he dons eagle and
pheasant feather headdress

BY MARK McCALLUM

Lauren Wolfe says he
overcame an all-consuming
shyness after he began
wearing a unique headdress.

Hidden behind an assort-
ment of eagle and pheasant
feathers fashioned to the
headdress with hide and
colorful beads, Wolfe’s
identity is a secret to most
and that’s just the way he
wants it to stay.

Although Wolfe is a giant
of a man, standing six feet
tall and weighing about 140
pounds, he is hardly
threatening.

“Pm a shy person. But
when [ put on this hat, it
takes that shyness away
because nobody can really
see my face,” says Wolfe.

The 30-year-old Hobem-
ma farmer says the image
he creates through his
powwow outfit and painted
face is like that of a proud
Indian warrior from

generations past. “If I ever-

went back into the past, I'd
like to be a warrior.”

Wolfe also performs the
dances of old that prepared
young braves for a hunt or

battle centuries ago. Such
dances include the crow
hop and shake song,
though he is quick to point
out that other tribes may
have different interpreta-
tions of the dances.

“When we do the dances
today, the drum beat starts
out slow and it looks like
we’re sneaking up on
something...and then it
slowly gets faster and faster
until eventually the imagin-
ery battle is over,” explains
the traditional powwow
dancer.

When Wolfe is done
dancing for the day, he
carefully hangs each part of
his outfit in his home, out of
respect. He says the outfit
was blessed by an elder and
protects his home and
family from danger.

.Wolfe shows. this same
respect for the outfit when
he’s putting it on and
getting ready for a dance.
He makes sure it is carefully
fastened together, especially
the eagle feathers. He
explains that each time an
eagle feather drops to the
ground, it 1s like a fallen
warrior in battle. O

ARK McCALLUM, Windspeaker

An image from generations past: Lauren WoIf, respects his oultfit

Shop & Mobile Repairs
Heavy Equipment Repairs
Portable Welding Units
General & Pressure Welding |
Pump Jack Installation
Steel Structural & Fabrication

Lesser Slave Lake
Indian Regional Council

Competition
POWWOW

Tentatively Set For

594-5838

OFFICE

994-5190

SHOP

594-2095

RES.

August 12, 13 & 14, 1988

XJ27923

XJ63436

GRAND CENTRE MOBILE \

Hosted by Driftpile Band
Co-sponsored by Northern Rainbow
Lodge & National Native Aicohol

Best Wishes to all '
Powwow Participants

and Drug Abuse Program

For more information call
Fred Campiou at 355-2142

NV
&A‘ C.M. TRACTOR LTD.
‘.;'_% a%‘ Box 2137, Grand Centre, AB '

TOA 1TO

General Delivery
Driftpile, Alberta
TOG 0XO0
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THE BEAT COMES NATURALLY

Esther Boyer, 25, is a Shoshone-Bannock Indian from Blackfoot, Idaho, who
has natural rhythm which helps her win dancing competitions. “When I dance,
the beat comes naturally. The song makes me feel a certain way and then I just let
go,” she explains. Wearing a hand-tanned deerskin dress, Boyer was visiting
Canada to dance in the Traditional Dance competition at the Nakoda Olympic
Powwow held last February in Morley. During powwow season she generally
attends “about one powwow a month” and once took first place in her event at
the Indian National Finals Rodeo in Albuquerque, New Mexico, a few years ago.
Boyer says the traditions of powwow dancing and spirituality have always been
strong in her homeplace of Blackfoot, but “it’s coming back even stronger now.”

— DIANNE MEILI, Windspeaker

BY DIANNE MEILI

“Dancing is one of the
most favorite things | like to
do,” says JoAnne Good-
eagle, already a winning
dancer at the age of nine.

Though she now lives in
Calgary, Goodeagle was
born on the Blackfoot
reserve which lies east of
thatcity’s boundaries.
She’s been dancing since
she was three-years-old.

“The fancy dance was
the first one I did but now I
dance traditional,”
Goodeagle says, pointing
out she’s won competitions
“a whole bunch of times.”

Dancing makes Good-
eagle “feel good” especially
because all of her friends
are also involved in the
activity.

“It makes me feel happy
to dance...] think that I can
win and then [ try my
hardest. 1 dance harder
and | always think about
moving my head,” explains
Goodeagle, adding that her
mother once told her to
always pay attention to how
she holds her head.

“l started to move my

DIANNE MEILI, Windspeaker

WINDSPEAKER POWWOW COUNTRY, May 13, 1988, PAGE 23

| POWWOW PEOPLE | |

Goodeagle learns to dance
by watching her grandmother

DIANNE MEILI Wmdspeaker

A dancer since the age of three: JoAnne Goodeagle, 9

head a lot and then | just
started winning!”

Goodeagle is blessed
with a traditional grand-
mother who is teaching her
to speak the Blackfoot
language. “Ooki ne sa
goway is how you say ‘hello,
my friend’ in Blackfoot...my
grandmother is just teaching
me that now,” says the
energetic dancer who
would like to be a lawyer
when she grows up.

When she’s not dancing
or learning to speak her
traditional language,
Goodeagle is learning to
bead and also watches
other dancers and then
improves her own style.

“That’s how I learned to
dance, by watching my
grandmother Maggie,”
Goodeagle says, adding
she wants to dance until

“I'm the same age as
her...” O

Goob Luck
TO ALL THE POWWOW
CONTESTANTS. HAVE A
SAFE POWWOW SEASON.

St. Paul Treatment
& Training Centre for
) Alcohol & Drug Abuse

Congratulations
to all contestants
during this powwow
season. We wish you
safe driving as you
travel through the
powwow country.

Box 179 Cardston Alberta TOK KO  Telephone.737-3757
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL
737-3757

Good Luck to all
Powwow Participants |

RED ROOSTER

® Open 24 Hours a Dav

e |oftery Ticket Centre

® Specializing in Country Fried Chicken & Ribs
® Goummet Pizza-Takeout (we make)

5008 - 50 Ave.
524-3416

Mdin Street
Valleyview, AB

BIGSTONE
CREE BAND

Desmarais, Alberta TOG 0TO
1(403)891-3836

Q.

Congratulations to all contestants
during this powwow season.

WHITE-TAIL

BUY — SELL — TRADE
' (PAWNSHOP)

ARMS, ANTIQUES & COLLECTABLES

Box 1855
Bonnyville, AB TOA 0LO
(Bus) 826-4647

585-3750 / 585-3833

Congratulations to all contestants
during this powwow season.

Beadwork e Moccasins
Custom Made Jackets
Ribbon Shirts

Pendelton Blankets

Craft Supplies

PETRO CANADA
JUMPING POUND SERVICE

Good luck fo

all powwow
participants.

ian, Donna & Family Invite You to
Try Our Quality Service

® RESTAURANT

® PICNIC FACILITIES

o FUEL & DIESEL
® PROPANE

-6-»
RV
/\'

RR. #2, CALGARY, Alberta 932'2890

Junction of Trans Canada Highway & Highway 22
\
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BERT CROWFOOT, Wlspeakor

Nail down ?
good deals at

SAMSON
LUMBER

Hardware

Paints and stains
Flooring, carpet, linoleum, tiles
Oak, hardwood, bi-fold doors
Economy, grade and dry spruce studs
And much, much more!

'WATCH FOR CASH AND CARRY SPECIALS|

SAMSON LUMBER

HOURS: 8-5 Monday thru Thursday, 8-4 Friday and Saturday
Box 348

HOBBEMA, Alberta 585 '2660

BY DOROTHY SCHREIBER

For Johnathan Windyboy,
champion grass dancer, the
powwow Is a way of life.

The 29-year-old has been
dancing since he was a
year-and-a-half-old and
now spends all of his time
travelling to powwows
throughout North America,
an average of 35 to 45 a
year. During his busiest
year, he travelled to 48
POWWOWS.

Both his mother and
father encouraged him to
dance and his father told
him that it would take him a
long way and help him out
in the future.

Windybovy is a renowned
grass dancer and has
accumulated many wins
since he left fancy bustle
dancing in 1979 and took
up grass dancing.

He has been undefeated
in the last 34 powwows that
he’s attended. He has won
the grass dance competition
for the United Tribes
International powwow held
in North Dakota for the last
five years. He has also held
the championship for the
Gathering of Nations held
in Albuquerque, New
Mexico for the past three
years.

But Windyboy modestly
refuses to be seen as a
champion dancer.

“A person can define
‘champion’ in many ways.
One way to define champion
in the powwow world
would be to describe all the
dancers. It takes a lot of

ancer is modest champion

courage to get out there
and dance.”

In describing the feelings
he has when dancing he
uses the word “full.

“I think of all my relations
in the country...and when
I’m out there, there are
certain songs that move me
inside. Ilet my spirit dance
and take me over. My
elders say it is a way of life.”

And Windyboy loves the
way of life on the powwow
circuit.

He says people on the
powwow circuit are sincere
and take care of each other.
For example, he says, if
somebody runs low on
funds there is always
someone who is willing to
help them out.

Windyboy pays for his
own way to powwows and
he has travelled to places
like New Mexico, Wash-
ington, the eastern coast of
the United States and
throughout Alberta.

He earns an average of
$20,000 a year on the
powwow circuit and during
his biggest year he earned
$38,000.

Windyboy left the
powwow circuit behind for
two years from 1978 to
1980 to attend college in a
telecommunications pro-
gram but says he missed
dancing.

Since then he has been
grass dancing and says the
powwow is like the circle of
life.

“I’d like to encourage
younger people to keep this
(powwow) alive, to try to
keep these ways alive. O

:

266-5557
266-3373

Custom Orders A ccepted!

“Hand made necklaces and earrings
made with porcupine quills, rabbit fur,
deer hide and beads.”

OJIBWAY ORIGINALS

Box 353
WINNIPEG, Manitoba
R3C 2H6
(204) 663-7400

UPTOWN LOCKSMITHS

1004 Macleod Trail S.E, CALGARY, Alberta 12G 2M7

® KEYS ® LOCKS @ SAFES ® SALES
SERVICE ® INSTALLATIONS e AUTOMOITVE
24 HOUR SERVICE @ BONDED e INSURED

& ESTHETICS

MARVEL HAIR STYLING

4023 - 7 Ave. SW.
CALGARY, AB
T2P 41A8

TRAINING IN TOTAL HAIR & SKIN CARE
Models Required for Students
at School Prices

(403) 2629844




Tailfeather's powwow passion

takes her travellin

BY MARK McCALLUM

Danell Tailfeathers has
seen a lot of faraway places
around the globe, thanks to
her passion for dancing, a
drum beat and a surging
interest in traditional Indian
POWWOWS.

Tailfeathers has travelled
throughout western Canada
and the United States and
is currently rehearsing with
adance group for upcoming
European and Asian tours.
Stops in France, Italy and
Japan are scheduled into
their travel plans.

Tailfeathers; 19, is a
member of the North
American Indian Dance
Theatre group which will
begin touring through
capital cities around the
world on May 16, making a
brief stop in Alberta at
Calgary on Oct. 2.

“Non-Indians are fascin-
ated with things like
powwows, even though
many of them probably
don’t understand it,” says
the group’s founder and
producer, Barbara Schwei.
She admits that media-
hype often builds false
stereotypes of the dance
group but insists the
audience is “left wanting to
learn more about the
culture at the end of each
production.”

Schwei says the group
was formed last year in May
because “we felt the world
was missing a certain
beauty of the (Indian)
culture.” By promoting the
Indian culture through
powwow dances, they are
hoping to encourage people
to take the initiative to learn
more on their own.

For Tailfeathers, a Native
of Warmsprings, Oregon,

who is currently living in
Edmonton with a boyfriend,
spellbound crowds are
nothing new. The fancy and
traditional dance performer
has won some 200 titles
since she <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>