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By Susan Enge
Windspeaker Staff Writer

PADDLE PRAIRIE

Concerned Metis from
across Alberta want to see
an Aboriginal rights clause
included in the proposed
Metis Settlements Act
before the June 20 referen-
dum.

If Aboriginal rights are
ever properly defined by
Native groups and the
Canadian government,
Alberta's settlement mem-
bers do not want the agree-
ment with the province to
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jeopardize. filiire rights,
said Cora Weber-Pillwax, a
member of Paddle Prairie
and assistant superintendent
of the Northlands school”
division.

The proposal 6 include
the clause came about after
an independent lawyer told
the group the current deal
makes no mention of Abo-
riginal rights.

But some members
claimed the omission was
intentional.

"Aboriginal rights were
left out on purpose,” said
Kikino resident Martin
Thompson.

He said the federation
did not want to negotiate
Metis-Aboriginal rights if it
could end up as draft legis-
lation affecting Metis right
across the country.

Meanwhile, federation
president Randy Hardy told
the group a national resolu-
tion was needed. Until that
happens, Hardy said, a sepa-
rate clause in the accord is
unnecessary.

Once Aboriginal rights
are defined and entrenched
in the Constitution, they will
supercede any provincial
legislation affecting Aborig-
inal people, including the
Metis, said Dennis Surrendi,
senior Alberta government
official in charge of Metis
affairs.

Surrendi said even if an
Aboriginal rights clause was
put into the accord, provin-
cial advisors would likely
insist it be removed until the
matter is resolved in the
Supreme Court of Canada.

Youth want booze boycott: Left to right, Merle
Delorme, Ron Moberly, Paul- Wanyandie and Diane

Delorme, and the flyer they circulated, at right:"

Teens protest
at Zone IV
assembly

By Kim MclLain
Windspeaker Staff Writer

GRANDE CACHE

Teenagers with placards
protested Wayne Moberly's
tragic death after the Metis
foster boy hanged himself in
his foster parent's basement.

Moberly, who hanged
himself with a yellow nylon
rope, was found dead in the
basement of his home May
30 by his foster mother
Michele Delorme.

About a half-dozen youth
wearing placards with a
large photocopy of Mober-
ly's school picture picketed
the entrance to the Zone IV
Regional Council meeting
last weekend.

The teenagers handed out
a flyer asking the delegates
to the meeting to astain from
drinking alcohol "to ensure
clear-headed thinking, espe-
cially when the future of

“youth is involved."

Last Saturday, Diane
Delorme, 18, challenged 50
delegates to boycott alcohol

for the rest of the meeting.

The Metis Association of
Alberta had planned a dance
and banquet with bar service
that same night.

"These things were
planned for a long time and
it costs money," Zone IV
vice-president Joe Bylan
said in response to her

request.
Earlier, Bylan told
reporters the dance and din-

ner would go ahead as

Bylan said he would
leave the decision up to the
delegates, who tumed down
the request.

"We did not cause the
death; we did not cause the
problem,” he added.

Copley said the associa-
tion raised $1,560 from the
sale of alcohol at the dance.

Friends of Moberly said
he was popular at school,
although he kept his feelings
hidden.

More Moberly on Page 3 ’

planned, despite the teen's
objections.

"We need the money
from alcohol sales to help
pay for this assembly,” said
Zone 1V official John Cop-
ley.
Copley said he expected
the cost of the assembly
would put the association
$7,000 in debt. He said asso-
ciation officials hoped to
raise $2,000 from alcohol
sales.

"We were going to.do
everything together here
today. Instead, we buried
him," said the boy's best
friend Paul Wanyandie, 18.

The teens said they pick-
eted the meeting so their
friend "won't be buried and
forgotten," said Craig
Howard, Moberly's former
teacher.

"We don't want this hap-
pening anymore,” Delorme
said.

Three Natives youths in
the area have taken their
own lives in the last four
years.

Delorme said adults in
Grande Cache, located about
450 kilometres west of
Edmonton, have done little
to prevent the suicides.

Thelma Chalifoux told

-delegates the following day

she would send the
protesters information on
how to set up suicide pre-
vention programs like
bereavement groups and sui-
cide telephone hot-lines.
Moberly was the
youngest of five children.
Social Services staff took
him away from his natural
parents at the age of nine.
Michele and Ron Delorme's
residence was the boy's sev-
enth home. -
His father lives iIn
Joachim Flates, a Metis
housing co-op located eight
kilometres north of Grande
Cache while his mother
lives in Susa Creek, about
nine kilometres east of town.
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100-ft. mural
honors
leaders

See Page 9

Marchand
wins Zone IV
pageant
See Page 6

e N

inquiry
wanted
See Page 7

Zone |V
annual
assembly
See Page 6

QUOTE
OF THE WEEK

"But perhaps we
are naive to
assume that by
Natives
becoming
involved in the
administration of
services, that
these incidents
will be
prevented.”

- Baldwin
Reichwein,
advisor on Native
issues with Social
Services, on the
Moberly suicide.
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ACROSS OUR LAND

Get support from NDP: Newly re-elected Chief Ominayak

MP Ross say gov't
should honor vows

By Jeff Morrow
Windspeaker Staff Writer

EDMONTON

The federal government
should give up its attempts
to undermine the Lubicon
Lake Indian band and start
negotiating in good faith,
said Edmonton East Mem-
ber of Parliament Ross Har-
vey.

The New Democrat MP
said the federal government
has failed to overthrow
Ominayak's leadership by
inciting discontent within
the Northern Alberta band.

Harvey said Ottawa and
should honor its commit-
ment to settle the 50-year-
old land claim dispute.

Ominayak was unani-

Blondin won't

By Jeff Morrow
Windspeaker Staff Writer

OTTAWA

Western Arctic MP
Ethel Blondin said she isn't
prepared to jeopardize her
role as Liberal Aboriginal
affairs critic by running for
the Liberal leadership.

Instead,she has been
named as co-chairperson of
the Liberal convention
scheduled for Calgary in
October.

Blondin, who is being
pressured to become the-

mously voted in to a second
five-year term as chief dur-
ing a premature election
May 31.

"It clearly shows the
Lubicon people are behind
him. The federal govern-
ment should just accept that
and try to reach some kind
of settlement,” Harvey said.

Ominayak, 39, swept to
power during the election at
Little Buffalo last month
when he ran unopposed.

He called the election in
an effort to force dissenting
band members to surface in
opposition.

Ominayak said he didn't
know what to expect but
said he had strong proof
federal officials were con-
spiring with band members
prior to the election.

first Native candidate to run
for the top federal Liberal
post, said her hectic sched-
ule wouldn't permit her to
run even if she wanted to.

"I haven't even thought
about. Besides, I have to
remain neutral to be a part
of the convention. I don't
have enough time anyway,"
she said.

Blondin is warding off
pressure from party sup-
porters to throw her hat into
the ring, but believes she
could better serve her con-
stituency by remaining in
her portfolio.

"We knew they were
talking to people, we just
didn't know who," he said.

Talks between federal
government negotiators and
the Lubicon band over a
land and economic develop-
ment compensation pack-
age broke off in January.

Ominayak said he turned
down the government's $45
million "take-it-or-leave it"
offer because it left his peo-
ple with inadequate com-
pensation for development.

Lubicon Lake council-
lors Larry Ominayak and
Mike Cardinal were also re-
elected in the May.

Walter Whitehead, Steve
Noskey and Dwight Gladue
were elected to council for
the first time.

run for

Although she admits she
is pleased by the attention,
she said her current role as
Aboriginal affairs critic
allows her more time to
concentrate on Native
issues.

The 38-year-old Dene
from the Sahtu regional
communities became the
first Native women elected
to a federal seat. She took
office as Western Arctic
Member of Parliament Nov.
28, 1988.

She said she is comfort-
able in her present position
and may seek a higher posi-

Native rep at Geneva: Judy Sayers

Treaty rights
hot topic at
UN conference

By Jeff Morrow
Windspeaker Staff Writer

HOBBEMA

Over 370 Treaty Indians
from Alberta and
Saskaichewan were given a
lesson in human rights dur-
ing a two-day conference in
Hobbema last week.

The meetings, held at the
Panee Agriplex, were staged
to give Natives insight into
the structure of the United
Nations and what it's doing
to investigate violations of
Aboriginal rights around the
world.

Hobbema lawyer Judy
Sayers, Alberta Native rep-
resentative to the UN in
Geneva, said the conference
held May 24-25 dealt with a
variety of subjects.

She said one of the most
important. issues addressed
was the UN-sponsored Abo-
riginal Treaty study tenta-
tively scheduled to begin in
the next few years.

Cuban diplomat Miguel
Martinez will be meeting
governments and Native
leaders to discuss and
research their Treaties.

She said the Four Band
Council of Hobbema

thought it was important for
Indian bands to understand
what will be taking place
and how it will benefit
them.

A resolution was passed
by the UN's commission on
human rights earlier this
year which would allow for
the study to be conducted.

Sayers said this type of
resolution is a triumph for
the world's Aboriginals
because the issue has never
gotten so far on the UN
agenda.

It has yet to be approved
by the UN General Assem-
bly in New York City.

"It was important to get
the information out so they
(band members) would
know," she said.

Gther topics discussed
by guest speakers, including
Aboriginal law expert
James O'Reilly, were cen-
tred on the commission and
what could be done by
Natives to make their com-
plaints known to the inter-
national human rights
group.

Countries that will be
toured during the Treaty
study include Canada, Unit-
ed States, South America,
New Zealand and Australia.

Turner's job

tion only "when the time is
right.”

"I'm not going to dance
to someone else's tune.
Sure, people are encourag-
ing me to run. But I don't
want to sabotage my career.
It's too soon (to run for
party leader)," she said.

Blondin wouldn't name
her supporters but said they
are influential people who
believe a leadership role
would best suit her.

"But a leader has to rep-
resent everyone. I don't
need to be a leader to help
my constituency. It just

wouldn't be wise for me to
run on the ticket now," she
said.

Because of a loss of sup-
port during this year's feder-
al election, John Turner
announced May 3 he will
be stepping down as party
leader.

The Liberal convention
committee have not yet
decided if the Calgary
meeting, scheduled for
October 19-20, will be for
leadership selection or poli-
cy discussion.

------------------

.......




| 4]

2 '-:-:‘:-:'.,\‘-:~:':-:~:-.~c-:::-,.¢.‘:

o k‘.:.\::.

t\m. > \:ﬁ' ‘~“.E' ﬁ o

R R R

SR R I B R RS R R e RS

June 9, 1989, WINDSPEAKER, Page 3

Moberly caught between two worlds

By Keith Matthew
Windspeaker Staff Writer

.GRANDE CACHE

A 16-year-old Metis fos-
ter boy who recently com-
mitted suicide in his foster
parents’ basement was
caught between two
worlds, says the boy's sis-
ter-in-law.

Wayne Moberly was
found hanging from a base-
ment rafter by foster moth-
er Micheie Delorme May
30 in Grande Cache, about
400 kilometres west of
Edmonton. It was his sev-
enth residence since Social
Services took him from his
natural home at age nine.

Angela Strong said
Wayne was considered a
"white Indian” by many of

his Native friends.

"He was caught between
two societies. All his girl-
friends were white, all his
friends were white and he
went to a white church,"”
Strong told Windspeaker.

"He got into a bad
crowd here last year. Then
he decided he was going to
straighten himself out and
he dropped them and went
back to school,” she said.
"You know how Indian kids
can be; they really came
down on him for that."

Wayne's older brother,
Paul Moberly, also took his
own life about eight years
ago, when he was just 18.

A first cousin and class-
mate of the boy's reported
Wayne told her he was con-
sidering suicide about a
month ago.

S
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"He said that he was
thinking about killing him-
self,” Donna Moberly said.

Moberly said Wayne
was popular and doing well
in his studies at Grande
Cache Junior/Senior High
School shortly before his
tragic death.

She did not know if
Wayne had told the social
workers he visited twice a
week about his suicidal
feelings.

Jeff Back, a counsellor
and teacher at the high
school, confirmed that
Donna Moberly had
informed him of Wayne's
depression days before his
death.

Denis Bell, regional
director of Social Services
in Edmonton, admitted
Moberly's social workers
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turned the sod on a new garment factory May 27. The new band building should employ
about 80 people, many from the reserve.

-- Keith Matthew

failed to pick up any clues
that he was suicidal.

"We did not pick that
up,” Bell said. "Oft-times,
it's not evident to people
who are closest to someone
who is going to take their
own lives."

Bell said Moberly had
been in close contact with
Social Services in Grande
Cache before his suicide.

He explained the depart-
ment has changed its guide-
lines to increase Native
participation in foster child
placement after the tragic
death of Richard Cardinal
in 1984,

Cardinal, a 17-year-old
Metis boy, hanged himself
in the backyard of his foster
home. He had been in 28
foster homes and institu-
tions before killing himself.

But one of the people
who worked on changes to
the policy after Cardinal's
death believes the system
has improved dramatically.

"It is most tragic, obvi-
ously, that these situations
still happen,” said Baldwin
Reichwein, special advisor
on Native issues with
Social Services.

"But perhaps we are
naive to assume that by
Natives becoming involved
in the administration of ser-
vices, that all these inci-
dents will be prevented."

"I think, in some way,
that would be setting up
Native people or Native
agencies for failure too,"
Reichwein added.

A Native child welfare
committee in Grande Cache
worked with Alberta Social

Inmates pra
Native relig

By Jeff Morrow
Windspeaker Staff Writer

EDMONTON

The grim, medieval
facade of Edmonton's Grier-
son Community Correction-
al Centre creates a sense of
hopelessness and despair,
but within its fortified walls
burns the spirit of healing.

For almost a year,
inmates have been given the

{ _ opportunity to practice their

Native religion and spiritu-
ality.

Since September 1988,
Native inmates have been
strengthening their self-
esteem with a number of
programs unique to Alberta
prisons.

The system is viewed as
a positive step toward reha-
bilitation as well as a basis
for self-fulfiliment, said the
centre's deputy director of
programming.

Terry Brady said the
province has begun to real-
ize Native offenders need a
different form of rehabilita-
tion than the general prison
population if they are going
to avoid becoming repeat
offenders.

By providing a spiritual
outlet, said Brady, Native
offenders can better cope
with their imprisonment
and, at the same time,
cleanse their tarnished repu-
tation.

Job readiness training,
family relationships and
basic living skills, sub-
stance-abuse counselling

and cultural awareness are a
few of the programs offered
at the centre.

Grierson is has also built
its own sweatlodge where
inmates can go to worship.

Inmates are taken by bus
once a month to practice
their religion and spirituali-
ty at the year-old lodge on
the Enoch reserve.

Another important fea-
ture to the rehabilitation
process at the centre, notes
Brady, is the incorporation
of elders into the program-
ming.

Elders from around
Alberta visit Grierson every
week for one-on-one and
group counselling with
inmates.

"It is a positive thing for
Natives to keep in touch
with the elders. They need
someone they can trust,
someone that understands
because they don'. .ways
open up to non-Native
councellors,” said Brady.

Grierson Centre, staffed
and operated by the Native
Counselling Services of
Alberta (NCSA), has room
for 40 inmates. NCSA took
over control from the
province in April 1988.
Brady says 80 per cent of
the Grierson inmate popula-
ton is Native, which creates
greater need for specialized
attention.

He does say, however,
that pressure from the
parole board and and Native
communities is causing

‘Alberta corrections to

increase similar programs at
other facilities.

Services on the boy's foster
home placement.

Moberly was buried
June 2 near Susa Creek,
where his birth mother Vic-
toria Moberly lives.

A Medical Examiner's
spokesman said a fatality
inquiry will be held into
Moberly's death because he
was a ward of the province
when he committed sui-
cide.

The inquiry will come
up with recommendations
to prevent similar tragedies.

Social Services Minister
John Oldring has said his
department did everything
it could for Moberly.
Oldring said there would be
no point in making his
department's review of the
case public.

ctice
on

Fabian Ironeagle, Grier-
son centre's programming
supervisor, says the new
system is more than a pilot
project for other Alberta
institutions with a large
Native population.

He believes it is the
beginning of a-new trend of
acceptance by the non-
Native community.

"They are starting to
allow more and more.
They're really starting to
understand the need,” he
said.

The centre also has a
room set aside where
inmates can go and smoke
sweetgrass in privacy so
"they can cleanse their spir-
it," Ironeagle said.

"It's definitely linked to
rehabilitation,” he said.

The Grierson Centre
houses inmates transferred
from Alberta penitentiaries
who. are in their final
months of their sentence
and are eligible for parole.

Many are day parolees
who are working toward full
parole status.

Brady said it is difficult
to determine how many
inmates have been paroled
as a direct result of the reli-
gious practices at the centre
but Native involvement
shows there is a willingness
to participate.

"Even by those who may
have not have been involved
before. There is a need to
get involved. They find it a
better way of dealing with
their problems,” he said.
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Peavme majority support accord

Dear Editor:

I am writing in response to the
article of your May 26 edition
concerning the referendum on the
accord on Metis settlement land,
government, and finance.

In the article, your staff writer
wrote that people at Paddle Prairie
are not prepared to vote on the
referendum on June 20.

I was very concemed that you
did not check with our settlement
or other settlements to see what

YOUR\NORDS

whether they are prepared to vote.

With this letter, I take the
opportunity to inform you and
your readers that the people of
Peavine Settlement are ready to
vote on June 20.

Settlement people have been
working for years on the package
and we are ready to vote on the
referendum.

Since the early 1980s, several
drafts of the settlements to discuss

If we are not ready to vote on it
now, we never will be.

At Peavine, the majority of
council is behind this accord.

The agreement gives us land
security, a form of self-
government with appropriate
controls, and a secure financial
future.

This is what settlement people

...........

BRI R

well.

That is what the referendum on
June 20 will tell us - whether the
work of the past 10 years has been
moving in the right direction.

We have been waiting a long
time for this opportunity. June 20
is late enough. We are not going
to wait any longer.

they felt about the issue and them.

- Yours truly,

have been striving for. Arnold Gauchier
We believe that our members Chairman of Peavine Metis
will support the agreement as Settlement
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Stop the homeless feeling

So now everyone is asking "why?"

Why did that young man from Grande Cache hang him-
self? Who's to blame? What can be done to improve the
social service system he was a part of? What thoughts went
through his head before that tragic moment?

Wayne Moberly, 16, hanged himself in the basement of a
foster home in this scenic town near the Canadian Rockies.
He was found hanging from a rafter May 30. The area Med-
ical Examiner said he had died six to eight hours before
being found.

Since age nine, he has been in at least seven different fos-
ter homes.

This means that Wayne moved about once a year - a very
transient lifestyle. I am 29 years old and in the last two
years, I have moved abut six times.

Let me tell something about that kind of a life.

First of all, you don't feel like making your living quarters
into a "home," because you're just going to move soon any-
way. You don't really feel like hanging your favorite pic-
tures on the wall. You don't feel like keeping your home
tidy and clean. You don't feel like cutting the lawn or clean-
ing the yard.

I remember one place in northern B.C. I was only going
to be there for the summer, so I didn't even really feel like
making friends.

I think the worst feeling is that one that comes from deep
down inside of you; the one that tells you don't really have a
home.

Yet I know that it's rewarding to make the best of your cir-
cumstances and surroundings.

Social Services should closely watch these foster children
who are being moved frequently. If it is noted that a client is
being shuffled from foster home to foster home, a meeting
should take place between the foster child, the foster parents,
the social worker or case worker and senior staff from the
department.

Those people who were close to Wayne want to see a car-
ing system, especially now. It would be no good to see the
Minister involved (Social Services Minister John Oldring) as
much as possible.

I would also hope that the people who worked closely
with Wayne were trained to pick up on suicidal tendencies.

What about the natural parents? Are we doing enough?
Were we responsible right from the time of conception? If
we weren't, let's talk about it, or at least make ourselves
available to talk about it

That's what all concerned should do; we should talk about
it. These problems definitely don't go away if the people
who should be talking about it, don't. I also hope that people
who have suicide on their mind talk to someone about their
feelings.

It only takes a split second to decide to take your own life.
And then it's something we're all sorry for.

Pointing fingers is always easy to do. Let's see if we can
stop this from happening again. We'll feel better for trying.

— By Everett Lambert
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Louis defends absence, raps paper

55,000 Treaty Indians of Alberta
at the May 12 rally, which was
organized by the- Assembly of
First Nations in Ottawa.

Dear Editor:
RE: Post-secondary education
changes

In the interest of having the
whole story told on IAA action of
the post-secondary education
issue, I write to correct some
misinformation printed in an
article and editorial of your May
19, 1989 issue.

The post-secondary education
issue has received a tremendous
amount of Indian activity. The
Indian Association of Alberta has
kept on top of the issue and
requests by chiefs and Indian
people to respond to the
government.

When Minister Cadieux met
with the Alberta chiefs on May 3,
1989, he had offered a process to
resolve the issue in a way that
would be mutually acceptable to

Alberta Treaty Indians and the
federal government. In other
words, he left the door open for
our side, the Treaty Indian people,
to provide a counter-proposal to
the way the post-secondary
program should be developed and
administered.

He is open to recommendations
for immediate changes to the
current guidelines and Treaty
Indian input into an on-going
process to review, monitor and
revise future post-secondary
policies.

The chiefs of Alberta told
Cadieux that he alone cannot
define what is or what is not a
treaty right. And further, that
education, including post-
secondary education is a Treaty
right. Obviously, the program
cannot be scrapped without

Syncrude official
clarifies stance

Dear Editor:
In response to your story,
Sole-sourcing jeopardizes unity,"
I would like to state that the
individual quoted is not a highly-
placed Syncrude official, nor does
their opinion represent Syncrude's
practices or corporate policy.
Syncrude has  worked
diligently for many years to
prevent the kind of 'disunity’ that
the misinformation in the article
promotes. We ar¢ proud of our
record in working with Native

in asserting that "OSLO is
affiliated with Syncrude." Some of
the owners are the same for the
two companies, but that is the
only connection. Both companies
operate independently of the other,

In order to prevent further
misinformation in the future, we
would reconfirm to you that we
are always available to speak to
the media, to provide information
on our company position and
initiatives, especially when it
comes to something we consider

groups 1 norenerm Alberta and ——3s imnortant as our relationship

believe that the Athabasca Native
Development Corporation should
be applauded for its efforts to
secure contracts and employment
for its people.

The article was also incorrect

wiih the Native commiiiity
Sincerely,

Mavis J. Walmsley

Manager

Communications

something to replace it.

While some bands and tribal
councils like parts of the 1989
guidelines announced in April,
they also want to keep some
sections of the old E-12 guidelines
which were in effect before April.

The IAA sees the minister's
offer and the current Indian
concerns for a system that meets
student needs as an opportunity
for Alberta Indian people to
develop a counter-proposal both
for guidelines and for direct First
Nations input to future policies.

Some fo the energy directed
towards protesting can be
redirected towards developing a
First Nations perspective on this
issue. Obviously, this endeavor
will require all Treaty Indian
people to be involved in taking
time to evaluate what bands and

organizations could be doing
effectively to educate our own
people, so they can contribute to a
Treaty Indian policy on post-
secondary education.

When Cadieux left, there was
no consensus that Alberta Treaty
Indians should or should not
continue protesting. Since the IAA
is limited in staff and resources,
we directed our efforts to
gathering ideas and proposals to
develop a Treaty Indian policy on
post-secondary education.

There were no chiefs present at
the May 12 protest, however, the
IAA was represented by Bill
Sewepagaham, vice-president for
Treaty 8, and IAA education
portfolio holder.

Yes, it would have been ideal
to have the 42 chiefs and the

However, what we need is
better communication, not last-
minute decisions to take part in
national action.

The article and editorial plays
into the hands of government
which wants more misinformation
given out to both Indian and
Canadian public.

Your paper neglects or ignores
facts, which in turn feed the fire of
criticism against the IAA. Less
criticism and more cooperation is
needed.

Roy Louis
President
Indian Association of Alberta

Tumbleweeds

By Tom K. Ryan
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FEELING WELL.

FAUST

HOMECOMING

June 30 - July 2, 1989

1988/89

Y. Graduation

Dance
Theme of '89

"Wind Beneath

my Wings”

CINDY SHEETS

General Delivery

FAUST, Alberta
TOG 0X0

™ 355-3877

Lakeside Hotel
FAUST, Alberta

TG 0X0
T 355-3581

DENISE ASTLE

June

Nechi/Poundmaker Lodge, St. Albert, Alberta

Featuring: Rocky Mountain Music Productions

Admission: $6 Per Person (Except Graduates)

COME CELEBRATE WITH US!
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Zone 1V meeting at Grande Cache

Low turnout disappointing

By Kim MclLain
Windspeaker Staff Writer

GRANDE CACHE, Alta.

Metis and government leaders say the framework
agreement will fail without community involvement.
Ironically, the politicians at the Zone IV Metis regional
council annaul assembly in Grande Cache last weekend
harped on their do-it-yourself message to an arena full of
empty chairs. Only 50 delegates, mainly Metis Associa-
tion of Alberta officials and staff attended the association's

meetngs.

"If not for your own direction, this will fail." said Den-
nis Surrendi, assistant deputy minister of municipalities.

KIM McLAIN, Windspeaker

Daredevil wins bets: Mike Gladue

Like father,
like son

Mike Gladue, 21, rode a
bronc for the first time in
his life on a dare from a
friend.

"If my dad can ride with
a cigarette in his mouth, so
can L," said Gladue, who
works in Edmonton for the
Metis Association of Alber-
ta.

Gladue's dad was the
late Bruce Gladue Sr. of
Glendon, a small town 230
kilometres northeast of
Edmonton. The senior

Gladue, who rode pro, was
well known in rodeo cir-
cles. The trademark of the
Metis cowboy was riding
bronc with a lit cigarette.

The young Gladue won
two bets that day — he
lasted more than eight sec-
onds and did so without
breaking his cigarette.

Although his bets didn't
involve any money, he did
win $5 for third place in the
bronc-riding competition.

He was speaking about the association officials' efforts
to enhance Metis communities through the framework
agreement, an accord signed between the Metis associa-
tion and the provincial government. The agreement is
designed to give Metis people more say in government
decisions affecting their communities.

"Ask not what we can do for you, but what you can do
for yourselves if you get involved," said Peter DeVoss,
manager of the local Improvement District office.

"We went through a lot of work to put this on, where
are your people?” asked Joe Blyan, Zone IV vice presi-
dent, speaking to the area's local presidents.

Blyan admitted he was disappointed by the turnout,
especially since community involvement had been
stressed.

5 .

Going good! Oof!:

Out of the shoot!

Off-the-wall princess wows crowd

"I am me," declared 17-
year-old Dawn Marchand.
Marchand was crowned the
new Miss Metis for the
Zone IV region-Gr the
Metis  Association of
Alberta at a pageant
Saturday.

The Edmonton youth
stated the last line of a
poem she wrote. She
began the poem by saying
if she were colors she'd be
red, green, blue, yellow,
white. As she read her
poem, she smeared paint on
white cardboard. After fin-
ishing her short poem, she
declared: "I am me," lifting
up an abstract painting of
herself for everyone to see.

Her off-the-wall talent
performance received loud
applause from an auditori-
um of about 500 spectatars.

The pageant was held in
conjunction with the asso-
ciation's Zone IV annual
meeting at Grande Cache
last weekend.

Hinton's Georgina
Desjarlais, 17, was the
pageant's first runner-up.

Other contestants
included Grande Cache's
Marylin Hallock, 20,
Edmonton's Sherry Blyan,
18 and Shirley Delorme,
16, also of Grande Cache.

i

The pageant, considered
by many to be the best
organized and most-attend-
ed event of the weekend.

Brenda Blyan coordi-

one bit

David Karakonti

Her style was unusual, but the judges liked it: Dawn Marchand

But Zone IV board member Thelma Chalifoux said it
was the first time in 30 years she sees hope for the people.

She said the Metis people now have more control over
their own lives.

She says the direction used to go from the head office
down to the people, now the people can direct head office.

"I'm not disappointed (by the turnout),” said Chalifoux.

"We have to prove the new structure will work," she
contends.

Although the business meetings were poorly attended,
the free banquet, dance and princess pageant drew a crowd
of about 500 people.

Grande Cache, located 450 west of Edmonton, has
about 3,600 residents.

es the dust

KIM McLAIN, Windspeaker

David Karakonti, six,
bites the dust after a short
ride on a sheep during last
Saturday's rodeo at Grande
Cache hosted by the Metis
Association of Alberta.

He walked away unhurt
and laughing.

Karakonti and about 10
other youth entered the
mutton-busting competition
June 3.

The winner of the event
was nine-year-old Rosie
Desjarlais of Entwistle,
Alta., a small town 90 kilo-
metres west of Edmonton.
Rosie's parents were in
Grande Cache, a 450 kilo-
metres west of Edmonton,
for the weekend's Zone IV
regional council assembly.

o ol

makes short ride

S DB

KIM McLAIN, Windspeaker

nated the pageant.
The event was emceed
by Jeanette Calahasen and
Lyle Donald.
Laura Vinson

Calahasen also provided

musical entertainment.
Edna Forchuk assisted

with her experience run-

and  ning prior pageants.
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CLOSE TO HOME

NCC prez calls for inquiry

By Jeft Morrow
Windspeaker Staff Writer

EDMONTON

The recent drownings of
two Native prisoners has
sparked renewed calls for a
provincial inquiry into the
treatment of Natives by the
RCMP.

Doris Ronnenberg, presi-
dent of the Native Council
of Canada, (NCC) said an
overall investigation into
unfair treatment of Aborigi-
nal inmates by the RCMP is
long overdue.

"Things are really com-
ing forward now. We need
to look at them very careful-
ly. A full scale inquiry
should be done,” Ronnen-
berg said.

Steven John Ahkim-
nachie, 24, and Gordon
Joseph Didzena, 23, both of
Assumption, were found
handcuffed together hang-
ing from bushes beside the
icy Souza Creek which they
tried to cross after fleeing
RCMP officers May 31.

The two Dene Tha' band

Escapee’s family

By Jeff Morrow
Windspeaker Staff Writer

EDMONTON

The anguished family of
prison escapee Gordon
Joseph Didzena, who
drowned in an icy creek
while fleeing from RCMP
officers, say police did little
to save him.

Didzena, 23, and Steven
John Ahkimnachie, 24,
drowned handcuffed togeth-
er after jumping into the

members were being escort-
ed from the provincial court
building in Assumption,
about 500 km northwest of
Edmonton, when they fled
RCMP officers and dove
into the raging creek to
evade recapture.

Const. Murray Hoover
jumped in after the two men
and a struggle ensued.

Hoover said he was
unable to pull the men back
as they attempted to cross
the creek. He said they dis-
appeared under the raging
current and their bodies
were found 75 metres
downstream, caught on a
bush and still handcuffed
together.

Ronnenberg charges the
incident is just one of many
in which Native prisoners
have been put at risk.

"You don't just jump into
the water, handcuffed
together like that. Naturally,
they drowned. They were
really afraid of something,"
she said.

Meanwhile, a $2-million
inquiry is currently being
held to investigate a series

Souza Creck while they fled
their RCMP escorts outside
the provincial court house in
Assumption May 31.

Lucy Didzena, mother of
the dead Dene Tha' Native,
said she finds the RCMP's
version of the incident hard
to swallow.

Didzena said her son was
an excellent swimmer and,
handcuffed or not, shouidn't
have drowned in the creek.

"It's like they (the
RCMP) took part of my
flesh when my son died.

of deaths on the Blood
reserve, 90 km southwest of
Lethbridge.

The inquiry, expected to
last six months, was called
by Alberta Premier Don
Getty after Blood members
complained the deaths were
never properly investigated.

Ronnenberg said the
probe should be expanded
to include RCMP and police
relations with Natives
throughout Alberta.

However, a spokesman
for Native Counselling Ser-
vices of Alberta, believes a
provincewide probe into
Native justice could do
more harm than good.

"You have to be careful
about these things. They
have to be looked at on an
individual basis or it will get
confusing. If there are simi-
larities in certain cases then
you can compare them. But
they should be left to local
concerns,” Keith Purves
said.

Hoover denied racism
played a part in the drown-
ings of the two prison
escapees in Assumption.

The 31-year-old officer
said he attempted to pull the
men back to the bank but
was fought off and eventu-
ally lost his grip when they
were swept underwater.

Dene band member
Archie Feniatha, who later
helped recover the bodies,
said he believes Hoover
acted appropriately when he
attempted to apprehend the
men.

"They just went down
(underwater) and never
came back up, that's all," he
said.

Sgt. John Metcalfe, K-
division spokesman, said
the RCMP supports
Hoover's actions.

He said the 10-year vet-
eran went beyond the call of
his duty when he jumped
into the creek to rescue the
fugitives.

"We say do whatever you
can to save someone.
Nobody expected Hoover to
jump in the river after them.
.. If you're a prisoner and
decide to run, you take the
responsibility of your own
actions," Metcalfe said.

o T

Wants RCMP treatment scrutinized: Ronnenberg

skeptical of police explanation

We're not letting this go. It
couldn't have happened like
they said. Something is defi-
nitely wrong," she said.

Const. Murray Hoover,
the officer who jumped into
the creek after the fugitives,
said he struggled with the
duo but they continued to
cross the strong current and
were swept under.

Josephine Didzena, 28,
sister of the drowning vic-
tim, said she became a part

of search for the missing
escapees. She isn't con-
vinced the RCMP officers
made a strong effort to res-
cue her brother and his com-
panion.

"They could have done a
better job of finding them.
They said they looked but
couldn't find them. They
didn't do anything," she said.

The two men were found
still handcuffed together
entangled in a bush 75
metres downstream in the
swollen creek.

Former Dene Tha' coun-
cil member Archie Feni-
antha said the 31-year-old
constable has worked
admirably with the Native
community in Assumption
and believes he tried to res-
cue the drowning men.

"He has been really good
with the people here. There
was no reason for him not to
care," Feniantha said.

Father Camille Piche,
pastor at Our Lady of
Assumption Church, said

the hostile feelings of the
Didzena family are not
unusual for the Dene people
in Assumption.

Many Dene fear the
police because a large num-
ber of their youths are in
Alberta prisons.

An inquiry into the
deaths will not be called
until autopsies have been
completed by the medical
examiner's office.

Hoover could not be
reached for comment.

18030 - 107 Ave., EDMONTON, Alberta
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| am pleased to offer my
professional services to
your real estate needs.
Whenever you have any
questions regarding real
estate, residential or
investments please call
upon me at 460-9600.

facilities of over 7000
offices in North America

BEN GROUND

Native Business Associate

Bus: (403) 460-0600 Fax: (403) 460-9659 Res: (403) 470-5401

3521 Tudor Glen Market, ST. ALBERT, Alberta T8N 3V3

£ach Office independently Owned and Operated
®/ TM Licensed trademarks of Century 21 Real Estate Corporation
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Blood members train for disasters and rescues

By Bea Lawrence
Windspeaker Staff Writer

STANDOFF, Alta.

Blood Tribe members
can rest assured they are in
good hands in the event of
an emergency after they
became the first Indian band
in Alberta to get certified
disaster training.

"The Blood reserve is the
first in the province to get
exposure to all the facets of
our rescue training," said
Rod Stutcheury, manager of
training delivery with the
Alberta Public Safety Ser-
vices (APSS) office in
Edmonton.

According to Stutcheury,
the provincial act requires
each district to have a peace-
time emergency plan in
effect.

"The Blood Tribe is the

first band in Alberta to have
a plan developed like this,"
said Stutcheury, who says
his office recognizes the
reserve as a municipal dis-
trict.
. APSS is the provincial
agency responsible for help-
ing cities prepare their emer-
gency plans.

It also supports local dis-
aster services organizations
with grants, resources for
training, consultation and
assistance with major emer-
gencies.

Twenty-one band mem-
bers completed the 12-hour
basic rescue training tech-
niques course which was

offered at the Standoff fire-
hall, May 1 to 4.

The band is now eligible
for a provincial rescue
equipment kit, according to
the tribe's protection services
director Blair First Rider.

The rescue kit includes a
small engine, flood lights,
ropes, various stretchers and
back-boards, said the direc-
tor.

The tribe's protection ser-
vices director is working
with the community and
volunteer trainees to try to
address their emergency
needs.

First Rider says it's
important for the group to
keep their newly-acquired
skills up-to-date, by attend-
ing rescue training sessions
every four months.

At that point, the group
will simulate actual emer-
gency situations, said the
protection services director.

The course was designed
to teach the basic rescue
techniques to members of
the fire and ambulance
departments, the health cen-
tre, hospital, Teenagers
Against Crime (TAC) and
volunteer rescuers.

The procedures taught
could save victims following
a serious flood, fire, land-
slide, snowslide, tornado,
explosion, aircraft crash and
other vehicle accidents.

A significant part of the
course is the hands-on
instruction in learning to
improvise stretchers, ropes,
and chains, to fashion rig-

NORTHLAND
SCHOOL
DIVISION No. 61

program.

Brian Callaghan,

Bag 1400

SUPERVISOR OF NATIVE
LANGUAGE PROGRAMS

DiviSIONAL OFFICE
(PeEACE RIVER, ALBERTA)

This position will be of interest to a highly motivated,
productive individual with well developed lnterpersonal
and organizational skills relative to providing
leadership to the Native language and cultural

The commencement date is negotiable although the
position will be available July 1, 1989.

The successful candidate must possess the following
qualifications and attributes: 1) eligibility for or
possession of an Alberta Teaching Certificate; 2)
Bachelor of Education and extensive school based
experience; 3) fluency or extensive knowledge of
either Cree or Chipewyan; 4) excellent interpersonal
skills; 5) successful supervisory experience; 6) be
wsllmg to travel extensively in northern Alberta.

A salary of $51,510 per annum and a full benefit
package is provnded Interested individuals are asked
to submit a letter of application, including any
supporting documentation, to:

Superintendent of Schools

and Human Resources
Northland School Division No. 61
Peace River, Alberta TOH 2XO

Deadline for applications: June 16, 1989

“

gings for lifting or lowering
victims from rubble, or for
moving heavy objects at the
scene.

"It's (the course) a real
plus for us," said First Rider.
"We have to be prepared.
We can relate to the tornado
in 1987."

In conclusion, the protec-
tion services director com-
mended the province's con-
tribution to the band.

" Garnet Walker, Field
service officer for the Leth-
bridge district made all the
necessary arrangements for
our master plan,” said First

Rider referring to the course.

Emergency rescue trainee
instructors were Bert Reed
and George Hennecke, who
are also with the APSS
office in the city.

The following is a list of
the basic rescue volunteers
and dangerous-good techni-
cians: Leonard Crow Chief,

Natives clean up dead

By Susan Enge
Windspeaker Staff Writer

ATIKAMEG, Atta.

Whitefish Lake Indians
at Utikuma Lake will begin
a massive cleanup this week
to rid their shores of thou-
sands of rotting fish.

The stench from thou-
sands of dead fish is grow-
ing worse with the hot sum-
mer sun, affecting the area's
1,200 residents.

The fish, which suffocat-
ed last winter when the lake
was low on oxygen, are
scattered along the shore-
line and clog area river beds
at Utikuma Lake, about 240

km northwest of Edmonton.

Eddie Tallman, chief of

the Whitefish Lake Cree,
said the province has agreed
to pay $17,000 for the mas-
sive cleanup. The federal
government will kick in
another $15,000.

The band was hoping for
at least $80,000 to help with
the cleanup.

It will be hiring a dozen
workers to dip fish nets and
use pitchforks to lift the
carcasses from the water.
Front-erd loading trucks
will then carry and dump
the fish into deep pits dug
further inland to be buried.

The cleanup will be a
messy job that must be

" done by hand since most of

the swollen fish have sunk
into the mud and reeds, said
band manager Brian Pit-

A few week ago, a dyna-
mite expert was hired to
blast two beaver dams
blocking the creek's water.
The smell has since subsid-
ed, Pitcairn said.

Govermnment officials say
the winter kill is a natural
event that happens periodi-
cally, caused by the long
winter, heavy snowfall and
thick ice which smothered
oxygen in the lake.

This year will go on
record as one of the worst
winter kills since 1948. It is
especially disastrous to the
fisherman in the area, who
supply about 20 per cent of
all whitefish caught in
Alberta.

About 250 local fisher-

Calvin Williams, Patsy Tail-
feathers, Caroline M. Horse,
Rochelle  Goodstriker,
Emestine Red Crow, Duane
Goodstriker, Sheldon Young
Pine, William Hunt, Oscar
Cotton, Bemard W.M. Left,
Gary Bird, Denis Chief Calf,
Randy Many Fingers, and
Quenton Heavy Head.

fish

man share an estimated $1-
million a year on sales of
the fish, mainly to the East-
ern Seaboard.

Since the lake is so
large, about 68,000 acres, it
would be too expensive to
clean all its shores, said
Gerald Thompson, regional
director for Alberta Fish &
Wildlife.

However, Thompson
said an aerial survey will be
conducted later this month
to assess the extent of the
damage.

A series of meetings
with the sports fishermen
association, commercial
fishermen, the Whitefish
Lake Band and the Utikuma
Lake Metis colony are
planned later this month.,

East Prairie to move town hall

EAST PRAIRIE METIS
SETTLEMENT — The last
payments from the province
have finally been made to
move the town hall and
eight family homes of the
East Prairiec Metis Settle-
ment, the chairman of the
community said.

Each year during spring
break-up, the East Prairie
River and two crecks nearby

homes of families living
near the banks.

"The main problem was
that we didn't have access
out of the settlement. The
roads would flood over,"
said Alphonse L'Hirondelle.

The province had agreed
to pay for their relocation on
the settlement, located 30

kilometres southeast of
High Prairie.

have swollen, flooding the

Important Message
for Al Dion

Formerly of #202, 10847-112 St.
and #301, 10712-109 St.,-

Edmonton, Alberta.
Would you please contact the NCC(A)
office at 429-6003 or 479-4533 and

leave a message where you can be
contacted. The society is holding
funds owing to you; and requires the
(11) ticket stubs from the raffle, which
| you sold.

MARGARET KNIBB
Native Council of Canada

(Alberta)

New roads had to be
built and water and sewer
lines had to be installed.

The third and final stage
of the East Prairie Metis
Settlement Relocation Pro-
ject cost the Department of
Municipal Affairs and the
Department of Environment
more than $24,000. Con-
struction began in 1983 and
was finished two years ago.

Alberta Environment
Minister Ralph Klein and
Slave Lake MLA Pearl
Calahasen recently
announced the project was
complete.

"It is important that com-
munities are protected from
flooding and I am pleased
that the province could
assist the Metis Develop-
ment Branch in resolving
this flooding problem,"
Calahasen said.

"The new settlement site
will allow for enhanced
development and long-term
stabiiity of the community,"
Klein added.

The project is funded
under the Alberta Water
Management and Erosion
Control program.

HALFORD HIDE &
LEATHER CO. LTD.

NEW LOCATION! — NEW STOCK!
Tan Color Moose Hide, Deer & Elk,
Snowwhite Deer & Deersplit
Lots of Beads, Feathers, Bells, Sinew,
Turquoise and stroud. Free Catalogue,

Bead & Braid Charts
New Address: 8629-126 Ave.
(Go north off Yellowhead at 89 St)
Edmonton, AB T5B 1G8
NEW PHONE NUMBER FOR MAIL ORDERS

(403) 474-4989
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U Treaty Days '89, June 16-17, Janvier, AB. 1 Survival Powwow, July 20-23, Onion
(Mixed slow-pitch tourney & 2 nights of Lake, Sask. For information call Joe
dancing). For more info call 559-2252. Waskewitch at (306) 344-2107.

O Powwow, June 23-25, Saddle Lake. For | 1 Head-Smashed-In Buffalo Jump

more information call 726-3829. Powwow, July 21-23, Head-Smashed-In

[ Prince Albert Indian & Metis Friendship Buffalo Jump, AB. Call 265-0048.

Centre Jamboree, June 30-July 3, Prince O Spiritual Unity of Tribes, July 23-29,
Albert, Sask. Contact Eugene Arcand 1-306- Ashams Beach, Pasqua Reserve. Sask.
764-3431. Contact the Spiritual Unity of Tribes

O Poundmaker/Nechi Powwow, June 30- Committee, Box 37, Edgeley, Sask. SOG 1L0.
July 1 & 2, St. Albert, Alberta. Call 458-1884 0 Sarcee Powwow, July 27-30, Sarcee

for more. . Reserve. Call 281-4455 for more.

[ Treaty Day, July 1 & 2, Beaver Lake. A 3 3rd Annual Competition Powwow, Aug.
men's and ladies fastball tournament — true 4 - 6, Paul Band — including a men's and
double knockout — will also be held. Entry ladies fastball tournament. Host drum

fee: $500 for both. Call Eric Lameman at 623- Blackstone from Sask.

4549 for more. 3 Cultural Days, Aug. 4 - 7, Beaver Lake. A
1 4th Annual Yellowhead Tribal Council men's and ladies fastball tournament to be
Celebrations, July 5-7, Alexander Cultural held — entry fee $400 for both. Call Eric
Grounds. Call Bob Cardinal at 962-0302 or Lameman at 623-4549 for more.

Tony Arcand at 939-5887. | 1 Peigan Band Indian Days, Aug. 4 -7,
128th Annual Powwow, July 4-6, Brocket, AB. For more info contact Brian or
Thunderchild (9 miles Northeast of Turtleford, Joanne at 965-3939.

Saskatchewan. For for information call (306) 0 3rd Annual Competition Powwow, Aug.
845-3425/3424/3426. 4 - 6, Paul Band

[ Eagle Flight '89, Elder/Youth Conference, 3 Lac La Biche Powwow & Fish Derby,
July 4-7, Alexander Reserve. Contact Bob Aug. 4 - 7, Lac La Biche, Alberta.

Cardinal 962-0303 for more. 0 Powwow, Aug. 15-17, Prince Albert, Sask.
U Indian Days Celebrations, July 7,8 &9, | | Hosted by Prince Albert Indian & Metis
Alexis Reserve. Contact: Dan Alexis 967- Friendship Centre. Contact Brenda 1-306-
2225 (office) or 967-5762 & Dennis Cardinal 764-3431.

at 967-5344 (home). J Kehewin Powwow, August 25-27,

1 15th Annual International Powwow, July Kehewin Reserve. Call 826-3333 for more.
7,8 &9, St. Mary's Centre, Mission, B.C. Call 0 Tribal Arts '89, Sept. 22-24, Sioux Falls,
Chris Cook at (604) 826-1281. S.D. (A celebration of art and culture of

J YTC Non-Competition Powwow, July 7- Northern Plains Tribes.) Contact: Shirley A.
9, Alexander Reserve. Contact Tony Arcand Bordeaux, 311 N. Phillips Ave., Sioux Falls,
939-5887 for more. | SD, 57102 — Ph: (605) 334-4060.

This Calendar Sponsored By

L&

C / ICG UTILITIES

Energy Working For You
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The changing face of powwow

Welcome once again to Windspeaker's Powwow
Country!

This year Windspeaker examines the new faces on the
powwow trail and the contemporary issues facing pow-
wow people.

Also, we reprinted Terry Lusty's feature article on the
origin and history of the powwow, as well as his descrip-
tions of the most popular dances.

We've approached people who've been around the cir-
cuit for many years and asked them how Powwow
Country has changed over the years. All agreed most
changes were positive, some were negative. Look for
comments by Dave Giroux, Joe and Jennie Cardinal and
others.

One issue that came up was the question of whether
powwow was leaning more toward sport than culture. See
Rocky Woodward's special feature about that debate on
page 12.

Some stories dealt with comparisons between our pow-
wow culture and other Aboriginal groups' dance tradi-
tions. Lookfor the stories about the Dene Tha' drummers
and Australian Aborigines who visited a recent powwow
here. Also, turn to the center of this section to find a
photo essay on dances of other indigenous people.

Of course, there's the stories of curiousity — like the
young couple who will wed the traditional Najaho way.
Or the grass dancer who has travelled the world and even
danced for a king.

But most of all, there's stories about young powwow
people. Most of what they say is hopeful and encouraging
for the culture. Almost all say they will never quit danc-
ing. Nearly all adults say the number of young dancers

Editor's Note

has increased over the last decade. The underlying mes-
sage behind all the stories seems to be: The youth will
carry on the powwow culture.

Windspeaker would like to thank all those people who
made this issue such a success, like the people who gra-
ciously let Windspeaker reporters ask personal questions
and take their photos. Of course, none of this would have
been possible without the advertisers who overwhelming-
ly supported this special issue. Writers Gary Gee, Terry
Lusty, Rocky Woodward, Cindy Arcand and Jerry Bulldog
need to be recognized for the amount of hours and effort
spent behind the computer screen. Last but not least,
Windspeaker thanks the readers for completing this circle
of communication.

See you on the powwow trail!

About the cover

The cover was colored and "beaded" by 11-year-old
Lisa Drysdale of Edmonton. Lisa's masterpiece was cho-
sen as the winning entry of Windspeaker's Color the
Cover contest. Along with the honor of being on the front
page, Lisa wins a new bicylce supplied by St. Paul &
District Co-op Associated Ltd.

Seven-year-old Jamie Loyie of Slave Lake was chosen
as the winner of the age six-eight category. Jamie wins a
big California Raisin for Logos Book Store in Red Deer.

Eleven-year-old Sheila Anderson of Lac La Biche won

the age nine-11 category. Sheila wins an Oilers' hockey
jersey.

Fifteen-year-old Angenette Asivoits of Monroe, Utah,
won the age 12-16 category. Angenette earned $100 from
Maga's Clothing Store in Slave Lake.

Windspeaker is pleased to say the contest recieved over
500 entries. We thank all the youth who entered.

Angenette Asivoits

352-3311

ADAMS

PONTIAC BUICK GMC LID

At the Top of the Auto Mile, WESTASKIWIN, Alberta
"Home of the Great Save"

LIFE SKILLS TRAINING CENTRES LTD.

"15 Years of Cross-Cultural Experience Throughout Canada"

Support Training for CHR's & Addictions
Counsellors, Band Council Communication
Skills, Experiential Life Skills, Life Skills
Coach Training, Certification for Performance Centered Counselling

Life Skills Training Centres Ltd.

N
SERVICE CENTRE LTD.
WFI’ADMN
REST
RED DEER o CENTRE
CENTRE LT,

Q Restaurant 1 Gas Bar Q Truck \
Stop O Confectionary :

= 352-6873

Drop in for friendly & courteous service.

EOMONTON  Jiiiiins

Best wishes to all

powwow participants.
And have a safe and
happy powwow season.

7th Floor, 10242-105 St.
EDMONTON, Alberta

T5J 3L5

(403) 424-3843

Metis Urban Housing

11922 - 121A Street
EDMONTON, Alberta TSL 0A2

(403) 452-6440
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Grand Entry: A colorful display of tradition and symbolism

Powwow: A new dawn in tradition

By Terry Lusty

“"Faster the drum sounds.
As the spirit moves closer,
the rattles shake and we
dance.”

By Chief Dan George

Each year, without fail,

almost every Indian com- -

munity hosts some form of
festival or ceremony com-
monly referred to as a
"powwow."

The term, however, is not
applicable to all Indians of
the North American conti-
nent. For example, northern
bush communities of the
Canadian provinces, as well
as the Northwest Territories
and Arctic, do not use the
term at all. They do, howev-
er, have their own dancing
traditions--the tea dance,
round dance, blanket dance
and so forth.

As a general reference
term, the word "powwow"
implies a coming together
of Indian people . who
indulge primarily in the ritu-
al of dancing.

Sacred, ceremonial, or -

-religious dances are not a
‘new or strange phenomena.
They have been handed
down from generation to
generation through the
.years. Thus the powwow is
rooted in tradition and
reflects tradition.

Special significance

*  As part of culture, Indi-
ans participated in cere-
monies involving dancing
as a form of preparation for
a hunting expedition, food
gathering or warfare. It was
also a way to extend respect
or give special thanks.

After a battle, a celebra-
tion or thanksgiving would
welcome the safe return of
the warriors. Dances also
honored deceased friends or
relatives, or Mother Earth
for her contributions to
mankind. Such get-togeth-
ers also provided the oppor-
tunity for people to bestow
names, transfer or renew
sacred or ceremonial

-objects, and so on.

Dance festivals were
sometimes influenced by
visits from other tribes, fur
traders or occurred when
people gathered at trading
posts.

Because Indian bands
lived off the land, they
would often split up into
smaller groups, usually as
family units, to hunt, trap
and gather food. This was
particularly the case in win-
ter when game was scarce.

When the snows would
fly and the men hunted and
trapped, the women would
occupy their time by fash-
ioning every day clothing
and regalia to be worn on
special occasions like cere--
monies and powwows.

-~

Plains origin

The amount of leisure
time was greater amongst
Plains Indian women than
those .of the bush cultures.
For that reason, it is under-
standable why the powwow
eventually developed on the
Plains.

With the approach -of .

spring and early summer,
the band units would reunite
and even join up with other
bands; this would prompt a
get-together which included
dancing whether it was for

social, ceremonial, econom-
ic or religious reasons. On
such occasions, there was
seldom any other activity
more important.

The union of bands
which shared common
bonds helped to cement
relations, promote goodwill
and provide a platform' for
the exchange of cultural tra-
ditions amongst different
tribes throughout North
America.

After the mid-1800s, the
mobility of Canada's Indi-
ans declined as the govemn-
ment attempted to settle

Indians in one place on
reserves and restrict their
movements.

A helping hand was lent
by the clergy who also
wanted to alter the culture
of the Indian, to do away
with their "pagan" ways and
work at educating them.

Thus assisted by the
church, the government's

relegation of Indians to

reserves set the stage for
their cultural extermination.
In Alberta, Treaty 6,7 and 8

~were- signed in 1876, 1877
‘and 1899.

No mobility
A "pass system" for Indi-

ans was invoked by Indian

Affairs and enforced, espe-
cially after the 1885 North-
west Resistance, and Indian
agents were thus able to
curb Indian mobility. To
step foot off a reserve, an
Indian had to first obtain
permission from the Indian
agent or the Northwest
Mounted Police. The sys-
tem was in effect until the
late 1930s.

The influence of the

Sioux Indians just bclow the
Canadian border was an
additional cause for concern
by govemment. Sitting Bull
and his sioux warriors were
trying to gain access to
Canada. Government fears
were further heightened by
the Ghost Dance religion in
the United States which, it
was thought, would also
promote the unification of
American and Canadian
Indian tribcs.

One of the last things
Canada wanted was a unity
between tribes. Because
this posed a major threat on
the Canadian scene, the
government suppressed
Indian culture, religion and
gatherings steadfastly.

In the 1890s, Indian
dances and traditional
observances such as the Sun
Dance were forbidden. This

deliberate attempt at doing
away with Indian culture

and religion was ncarly suc-
cessful. The fire burned
low, the flame flickered and
almost died.

Near extinction

By the late 1940s, Indian
culture and religion was
almost totally annihilated.

What little remained of

sacred and religious tradi-

- tions was forced under-
. ground. Many songs and

rituals were lost to the
expansion of European reli-
gions and the institution of
mission/residential schools
which was likely one of the
singlemost factors that con-
tributed to the ncar destruc-
tion of Indian lifcstyles, cus-
toms, language and religion.

But dancing stood the
test of time. Togcther, in the

face of adversity, Indians
overcame the cloak of dark-
ness and resurrected what
remained of their culture.

Beginning around the
late ‘40s and early '50s, and
picking up momentum by
the mid-'60s, a transforma-
tion of tremendous magni-
tude occurred.

Cultural identity and
rcjuvenation escalated. For-
tunately, some social and
ceremonial dancing had
continued behind the
scenes. Eventually, human
rights legislation by parlia-
ment ensured the return of
Indian religion, as well as
other traditions. Many
school systems embraccd
cultural programming which
included Indian tradition.
And, the powwow flourish-
es more than ever before.

A new dawn

Indian mobility, as in
prehistoric periods, has
advanced immenscly. Pow-
wow attendance ~ has
increased and distance is no

~longer a problem. The ¢eco-

nomic turnaround has
helped as well. Now, there

is more money and Indians
are better able-to get about
to attend powwows:

As one arrives at camp,
various activities can be
observed. Amid the hustle
and bustle, people. set up
their tents, make fires and
cook. Children play tag or
other games, singers prac-
tice for later in the day,
women chat with one
another, some people gam-

ble at cards or hand-games,

and dancers perform a last
minute inspection of their

outfits.

The role of females was
greatly restricted at one
time. As participants, only
a few might be seen some-
where along the sidelines of
the dance compound. This
is no longer the case. As
with politics, economics
and social activities, women
now play a far more promi-
nent role than ever as
dancers and drumm-
ers/singers.

Powwow honors

Honor dances for
achievers are common-
place. Relatives, friends or
members of a society or
organization often sponsor
these and people show their
respect by standing and
removing their hats for this
dance and for grand entries
as well.

The use of alcohol and
drugs is not tolerated at
powwows. Security staff
are employed to watch for
such infractions. They have
the authority to deal with
violators.

Powwows also incorpo-
rate "give-aways," during
which an individual or fam-
ily honors those who have
helped others travel great
distances, are elderly, or are
special friends or family
members. Usually, the gifts
are . towels, Dblankets,
Jmoney and even horses.

Today is a new day. As
the rays of the sunlight peep
through the once ominous

clouds, so do the traditions

of the people return to the
children who nurture and
propel culture into the
future for all time. The
powwow lives on!




By Terry Lusty

The fancy dance was
developed recently and is
based on the grass dance. It
is vigorous and requires a
good deal of endurance,
vitality, coordination and
imagination.

One could liken it to free
style dancing in which the
performer allows his or her
creativity to work overtime.
Speed, balance, timing and
innovation are of the
essence in this physically
demanding style which is
often filled with aerobic
type demonstrations,
whirling and pounding out a
rhythmic step akin to that
exhibited in the grass dance.

While most of the songs
sound much like those of
the grass dance, to the initi-
ated who are knowledgeable
in this area, they are quite
different.

In historic times when
bands and tribes came
together they would often
select their most able
dancers and place bets that
their representatives would
out perform all others.
These competitions, known
as "racing” attracted only
the best for it demanded
good muscle tone, durabili-
ty, and tremendously high
energy.

At most festivals, the
fancy dance is the pinnacle,
or high point, of all other

dance competitions. It is
usually the last of the com-
petitions at powwows and is
anxiously awaited by spec-
tators and contestants alike.

The dance is usually per-
formed by younger men and
women. Males wear large
colorful bustles made of
white turkey feathers and
hackles. The dance steps are
very fast-paced and compli-
cated requiring much stami-
na as the drums reach a
feverish pitch.

The great amount of
energy exacted by fancy
dancers is a testament to the
rapidness and frenzied
nature of this relatively new
dance. At times, the fast and
furious gyrations of the par-
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FANCY: Free-style dance acrobatic

ticipants is an almost unbe-
levable sight to behold.

A good deal of care and
attention goes into dancers’
outfits which vary widely in
color and style. Complete
bustle sets may cost as
much as $1000 and porcu-
pine roaches, another $200.

Angora hair, or fur, is
worn about the ankles -
along with a set of dance
bells which are fastened just
below the dancer's knees.

For female dancers, the
drumming is usually a bit
slower and less frenzied
than for males. Women's
footwork, however, is still
intricate and fast-paced yet
rhythmic, light and graceful.

NAKODA
GUEST LODGE

New Guest Accommodation

v Children under 14 years are Free
v Offer Expires June 15, 1989
v Swimming Pool, Jacuzzi, Weight Room,

Sauna

7 50 Rooms with 3 Executive Suites
All with Spectacular Views

SUNDAY BRUNCH

Come and Enjoy Brunch in the Peaceful
Surroundings of Nakoda Lodge

1st Sitting at 11 am. - 2nd Sitting at 12:30 p.m.
Treat the Family — Call now for Reservationsl!

NAKODA LODGE

Box 149, MORLEY, Alberta TOL 1NO

881-3949 or 881-3951
FAX: 881-3901

Little Red Air
Service Ltd.

Serving You
with Single & Twin
Engine Aircraft
For Personalized
Service Call
Fort Vermilion
24 Hour Air Ambulance

(403) 927-4630

First Nations

— courtesy of the GLENBOW FOUNDATION

CULTURAL FESTIVAL '89
August 5th to 9th

High River, Alberta, Rodeo Grounds

Authentic Teepee Village: Story Telling by Elders, Native Food Preparation, Dance Participation,
and more — Come stay.overnight in the Authentic Teepee Village
Powwow: International Competitions - Fancy Dance, Traditional Dance,
$50,000 Prize Money
Arts and Crafts Displays of Treaty 7 Artists — Historical Display of Native Artifacts
Film Exhibition: Native/Aboriginal Movies, Short Subjects, etc.

Rodeo: Daily Events, International Indian Participants

Indian Horse Races — All-Indian Traditional Foods Buffet
International Hand Games Tournament
Presented by the Indian Country Tourist Association (Treaty?7)

A joint project of the Blood, Peigan, Blackfoot, Stoney and Sarcee Tribes of Southern Alberta
For More Information Call: (403) 248-7970
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HANDGAMES: Game mixes gambling with humor

By Terry Lusty

Among Indians of west-
em Canada and the plains
regions of the United States
there is probably no form of
traditional guessing or gam-
bling ‘game that can equal
the renowned hand game.

A lot of money changes
hands in this popular past
time which is generally a
sideline activity at most
North American powwows,
Previously, participants
would bet such personal
items as horses, dogs, food,
clothing, hides, weapons,
even wives.

The hand game involves
two tcams of male and/or

female players usually num-
bering anywhere from four
or more. The average team
if about six or eight,
although 15 or 20 is not
unheard of.

The game can be played
using one or two sets of
"bones" though two sets are
more common. One bone is
plain, the order is striped.
They are small enough to be
individually concealed in
the closed fist of the hiding
team. '

The game also features
10 tally (or counting) sticks
plus a "kicker" stick, all of
which must be won before a
winner can be determined.

A preliminary round of

guessing or the toss of a
coin usually determines
which team will first pos-
sess and hide the bones.
Whichever team wins the
first right to the bones also
wins the kicker.

The fellow members of
the defending, or hiding,
team will drum and sing. A
small rawhide hand drum is
used to accompany the
singing but, if unavailable,
players simply beat our the
rhythm on a long pole
which is placed crosswise
on the ground in front of
their team.

The tally sticks can only
be won by the hiding team
and only when the oppos-

ing, or guessing (also
known as "pointers” team
INCORRECTLY guesses
which hand holds the plain
bone. When the opposition
does guess correctly, it does
not involve any exchange of
tally sticks. A correct guess
only gives that team, the
guesses, possession of the
bones. Guessing is done by
pointing fingers in the direc-
tion of the hand believed to
conceal the plain bone.
When the guessers have
won one of two sets of
bones, whichever number is
being used, they take their
turn at hiding them to try
and win counting sticks
from their opponents. The

ultimate object, of course, is
to win all 10 plus the kicker
stick.

The hider of the bones
usually conceals them
beneath a blanket, shawl,
coat, or hat. If these are not
available, they will hide the
bones behind their back or
thighs.

The guessing team goes
through some very intricate
gestures using hand signals
to indicate which hand the
hider is holding the plain
bone in. If they are playing
a game in which false
guessing is allowed (by
pointing their finger in the
direction of the hand which
hides the plain bone), the

guesser must also call out
"Ho!" to indicate that it is
his/her final guess.

At times, the guesser/can
challenge the hiders and
have them present their sets
of bones simultaneously in
which case they must guess
both sets of bones correctly
at the same time. If correct
on both guesses, then both
sets of bones are won over.
But, if correct on only onc
set or none, then only that
many scts of bones may be
won over.

While an average game
may take from 45 minutes
to an hour, some last for up
to three or four hours and
sometimes even longer.

Greetings &
Best Wishes
to All Powwow

More than two decades ago we

unlocked the energy storehouse of

Alberta's vast oil sand deposits.

Today and through the coming

energy self-sufficiency.

ZUncor,.

Qil Sands Group

A Proud Part of Alberta's History
...And Canada's Future

Participants

decades our continued challenge and
commitment is to help Canada achieve

RA

RAVEN

MOTOR INNS

Wishing you the best during the powwow season.

Q Fully Modern U Cable TV O Heated Pool
Q Miniature Golf Q Kitchenettes O Air Conditioned
 Courtesy Coffee U Direct Dial Phones

524-3383

Junction of Highway 43 & 34
Mailing Address: Box 816
VALLEY VIEW, Alberta TOH 3NO

Q Fully Modern G Cable TV Q Kitchenettes
Q Courtesy Coffee (1 Direct Dial Phones

523-3350

Highway 2, HIGH PRAIRIE, Alberta TOG 1E0

Best Wishes

to all Powwow
Participants

Leon P. Lien
Roofing

Specializing in Installation of Asphalt
Shingles and Cedar Shakes
New Roof & Re-roof

Call 473-0725

13003-62 St.
Edmonton, Alberta

T5A 0V2
Establsihed Since 1966 — Member of B.B.B.
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Grass dancing: Once a war dance
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GRASS DANCE: 'Sioux dance'’
has ancient history, meaning

By Terry Lusty

Performed for many cen-
turies, this historic dance as
introduced to the Cree
nation in Canada through
the American Sioux. In con-
sequence, the Cree referred
to it as the "Sioux dance."

Its roots, however, run
much deeper. It seems that
the Sioux received the
dance from the Omaha. To
acknowledge the dance,
they referred to it as the
"Omaha dance."

The Omaha performed
the grass dance as a victory
dance in which braided
grass, symbolic of enemy
scalps, were fastened to or
tucked into their belts. The
Omabha, in turn, adopted this
dance form the Pawnee tribe
in Nebraska who, it is
believed, were the actual
originators of the dance.

According to Lionel
Boyer, powwow coordinator
for the '86 Shoshone Ban-
nock Festival in Idaho, grass
dancers gathered and
danced to beat down the

grass for Indian events, In
effect, he adds, it is a type of
war dance,

In legend, the dance is
said to have come from a
woman who was visited and
instructed by spirit powers
as to the songs, dances and
production of clothing and
drums. She then passes her
knowledge on to others,
instructing them in all
aspects as she herself had
been instructed.

Today, the grass dance
usually begins in the early
afternoon shortly after the

grand entry of a powwow. It
is the forcrunner of the tra-
ditional and fancy dancers
and, perhaps, only preceded
by the likes of the round
dance or war dance.

As a .social dance, it
entered upon the Canadian
scene around the 1880's and
quickly became very popu-
lar, particularly among
younger adults and
adolescents who can put out
the tremendous energy

required in performing this

dance.

Best Wishes

To All Powwow
Participants

WAH-POW DETOX &
TREATMENT CENTRE

Box 1648
Lac La Biche, AB TOA 2C0
623-2553 -- Beaver Lake

Best Wishes to Powwow Participants

GET THE TRAINING
TO GET THE JOB!

* DENTAL RECEPTIONIST/ASSISTANT

Chairside assisting, billing, reception, computers

» MEDICAL OFFICE ASSISTANT

Terminology, clinical, billing, reception, computers

* BUSINESS COMPUTERS

Multiplan, Lotus 123, dB Il plus, Bedford

* PROGRAMMING & OPERATING
Cobol - Basic - C, SMART intergrated pkg.

« DESKTOP PUBLISHING

Graphic arts, Pagemaker, lllustrator

McKay Computer College, 99 St. & Jasper Ave., EDMONTON

AR

od luck

to all powwow
participants.

We wish you safe driving
as you travel through
Powwow Country.

Congratulations

to all powwow participants — May you have
a happy and safe powwow season.

Head Office

#800 Highfield Place

10010 - 106 Street

Edmonton, Alberta T5J 3L8

Native Counselling
Services of Alberia

Phone: (403) 423-2141

PO D0 X0V
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SNEAK-UP: Meaning found in legend

By Terry Lusty

A fairly familiar face,
particularly on the urban
(Edmonton) scene, is that of
Eric Cardinal, who often
fills the role of powwow
announcer.

The entertaining style of
the sneak-up is fairly
widespread in North Ameri-
ca, Cardinal claims,
although he isn't sure of its
presence in east-central and
the southeastern United
States. As for the central
and western states, it is
practiced by just about
every tribe with the possible

exception of coastal Indians.

The Canadians geo-
graphic range, he says, tra-
verses the Prairie provinces
and extends into Ontario
and the northern states of
Minnesota and Wisconsin
where there are Pottawato-
mi, Chippewa and Cree
Indians. To his knowledge,
the dance was lost from the
Six Nations tribes perhaps
due to the heavy influence
of the christian boarding
schools.

Cardinal explains the
sneak-up dance as being
highly characteristic of
"sneaking up on life," a life
filled with troubles and dif-

ficulties that plague Indian
people on a day-to-day
basis.

Dancers such as the
sneak-up "comes about
from the songs and may
vary from tribe to tribe,"
remarks Cardinal. He fur-
ther explains the origin of
the dance through the fol-
lowing Cree legend:

"One of the drummers
said somebody had to
expose himself to an enemy
... his worst enemy, himself.
He went out and exposed
himself to every known
enemy - greed, jealousy,
gossip, envy and low self-
esteem - all are enemies.

"But, the Creator put these
on us - our body, spirit,
mentality. But, if you have
faith and use the eagle
feather, you will pull
through. Also, faith will
bring you back to the Cre-
ator, to health, senses and
your spiritual well-being."

The eagle feather, Cardi-
nal points out, is extremely
important in the perfor-
mance of this dance. Partici-
pants shake the feather "to
cleanse it before it meets the
next enemy," This is done
four times, each time in a
different direction, against a
different enemy.

Peekiskwetan/Let's Talk

Agency

General Delivery, WABASCA, Alberta TOG 2K0

891-3640

>> Onion Lake : Saskaichewan SOM 2EQ  (306)344- 2107 g<

The Education Department

of the Onion Lake Band

would like to extend best
wishes to all powwow
pasticipants.

At a memorial-type
dance, says Cardinal, the
sneak-up would be some-
thing like a victory dance.
Victory dances have
increased since about 1949
and have been very commu-
nity-oriented in that they
were performed mostly at
the local level after the Sec-
ond World War, explains
Cardinal. "They were cele-
bration-type dances," he
adds.

The earliest known
dance, the grass dance, "was
performed anciently" and
picked up in popularity
about the same time as other
victory dances such as the

sneak-up, did.

Cardinal notes the earli-
est known dancers are, in
order, the grass dance,
straight dance and tradition-
al dance. He concedes
dances like the fancy and
jingle dress are far more
recent introductions of the
POWWOW scene.

The above explanation is
but one of may different
versions of the sneak-up.
The origins and meanings of
dances can, and often do,
vary from region to region
or tribe to tribe and the fore-
going is only one explana-
tion.
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The place to stay when
in Calgary.

Stay with
us during
Powwow
Season

v Friendly Service
v Reasonable Rates
v Coffee Shop

v’ Dining Room

v’ Comfortable Rooms :

Ample Free
Parking
Live
Entertainment |
Nightly!

it

BOOK NOW!

9030 MACLEOD TRAIL /2531101

Best

wishes to
all powwow

participants
From Chief Stan

Testawich, Council,
Staff & Band Members
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TRADITIONAL: Outfits and dance steps tell story

By Terry Lusty

Traditional dancers are
now becoming one of the
major attractions at pow-
wows. Physically, their
attire is far different from
that of the Grass or Fancy
dancer.

The regalia worn by
male traditional dancers
incorporates much of the
historic dress and equipment
used by dancers. In this
regard, the use of eagle
wing hand fans, eagle feath-
er back bustles, full length
cloth of leather leggings,
decorated dance and coup
sticks, feather bonnets or
roaches (headdresses), and
brightly colored ribbons on
their breech cloths or shirts,

were and continue to be
quite common.

Still other headdresses
are fashioned from animal
pelts such as coyote, wolf or
fox. More often than not,
the most common is the
roach made from the long
guard hairs of porcupine.
This headgear is particularly
popular with grass and
fancy dancers although the
hairs on a traditional roach
are longer than those of the
grass or fancy dancers.

At their backs, the
dancers sport an eagle bus-
tle from which bangs a two
or three-foot cloth or leather
'trailer' ornamented with
swift hawk feather, small
round mirrors, bead or quill

work, or colorful ribbons.

Additional equipment
may include bone breast-
plates, painted rawhide
shields, and animal skins.
Participants study the outfits
of others and sometime bor-
row ideas from them.

Female participants usu-
ally don ankle-length white
buckskin dresses with long
fringes. They are often
heavily beaded and may
feature (tin) cones, cowrie
shells or elk teeth.

Over their arms they will
drape a shawl and/or carry a
beaded bag and, perhaps an
eagle feather hand fan.

On their feet women,
wear elaborately beaded
high-top moccasins. Often
their beadwork will match

that of their belt. Beaded
hear ties and hair brooches
also add to the color of the
women's regalia.

The contrast between
male and female dancers if
very evident. The female's
movements are quite limited
but stately as they carry
themselves with great digni-
ty as is becoming of those
who keep the family unit
together and also act as a
stabilizing force.

When the older women,
especially, are dancing, they
stand in one spot and bend
their knees slightly, keeping
rhythm with the beat of the
drum and bobbing their
bodies up and down. From
time to time, they will
motion with their arms and

hands which hold an eagle-
wing feather.

A few will sometimes
surround the drummers,
singers and join in with their
higher pitched voices which
add to the sound effect.

Those who move about
the dance area do so in a
clockwise direction which is
the same as that of the sun.

The male dancer is far
more mobile than the
female as they imitate the
motions of a hunter - mov-
ing as many muscles as they
can in the process.

As they guide their
movements, the dancer tells
a story. To the beat of a
dance similar to that of
grass dancers, they tell of
hunters searching, tracking

and stalking wild game or
an enemy. Their steps are
deliberate and calculated as
their head moves from side
to side in a jerking, bobbing
manner as they shift from
foot to foot.

At times, usually at least
four, they will come to a
stop and go into a crouch
while shielding their eyes as
they scan the horizon in
search of their intended vic-
tim. Following this presen-
tation, they will continue as
before until the final beat of
the drum.

Throughout their perfor-
mance, they will exhibit
alertness, agility, cunning,
strength and pride in a high-
ly respected and honorable
ritual.

;\
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Ermineskin

'Garments & Crafts
/< "For That Unique

Gift.”

@® Beadwork @ Moccasins

@® Custom-Made Jackets
@ Ribbon Shirts @ Pendelton
Blankets @ Craft Supplies

5893750

Ermineskin Garments & Crafts
Box 369
Hobbema, Alberta
TOC 1NO

589-3833

Best Wishes to all

powwow participants
from Daryl Kingfisher,
Education Co-ordinator;
Leonard Ermine, Education
counsellor and staff.

STURGEON LAKE CENTRAL SCHOOL

COMP.5, RR.#1, SITE 12 SHELLBROOK, SASKATCHEWAN S0J 0E0

owwow participants.
Have a happy and safe drive
through Powwow Country.

Lorne's Gas Bar

& Confectionery
Rocky Lane

® Gas & Diesel — Full Service Gas Bar
® Grocery, Meat, Dairy Products

® VCR's

® Video Rental
® Open 11 a.m. - 9 p.m., 7 Days a Week
® Drop In for Friendly Service

Located Southeast of Rocky Lane School
Box 1075, HIGH LEVEL, Alberta TOH 1Z0

(403) 927-3822

We want to thank the bands for their patronage in the past and look

to serving you again at your pPOwwows.

Good Food! Fast Friendly Service.

FEATURING:

Buffalo Burgers Hamburgers Corn Dogs French Fries Popcorn Candy Floss Corn on the Cob
Sno Cones Hot & Cold Drinks Breakfast Bar-B-Q Beef Full Meals Catered

*dkxk COMPLETELY SELF-CONTAINED **%*

Connett's Caterin
5310 - 48 St., LLOYDMINS

& Concession

R, Alberta T9V 0J5

(403) 875-3824
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Dene spread

By Jerry Bulldog
Windspeaker Correspondent

ASSUMPTION, Alta.

A group of Dene' Tha
drummers and singers are
touring Canada and spread-
ing their unique tea dance
traditions of the far North.

The group, who have
been together since July
1985, have performed all
over northern and southern
Alberta, the Northwest Ter-
ritories and northern British
Columbia.

Tea-dancing, which is
similar to round dancing, is
the northern Native people's
version of the powwow
found in southern Native
communities in Canada.

The 15 drummers and
singers, all in their twenties,
perform ceremonial and
religious dances only,
according to lead singer
Kenny Denechon.

"We perform dances to
keep our culture and native
tradition in existence, so the

j unique tea
| dance songs

younger generation will not
lose sight of their heritage,"
says Denechon.

He said elders in the
community were instrumen-
tal in influencing the group
to keep the Dene' people's
culture alive by encouraging
the group to travel.

Last year they performed
85 dances throughout Cana-
da and hope to meet that
goal this year.

Denechon says alco-
holism, crime and suicide
are a major problem for
young people in the North
and it is for those reasons
elders in the community
were motivated to start the
group.

The unorthodox style of
their drumming and singing
has caught the attention of
powwow enthusiasts, notes
Denechon.

The Dene's prayer song,
in particular, interests peo-
ple because of the legend
that it was given to them by
an elder's great spirit, he
said.

rg XX3
°
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1962

August 4 - 7, 1989

Watch for Future Ads in
Windspeaker for Full Details!!!
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July 20 - 23, 1989

"100-Year Celebration”
AMERICAN HOST CANADIAN HOST
DRUM ONION LAKE, Sask. DRUM
Eagle Whistler WAGON TRAIN will arrive from Onion Lake
.U, Ministikwan, Saturday at Drums
AMERICAN M.C. Noon CANADIAN M.C.
: Danny galllbllzcé . CAMPING DAY Roy Coyote
owaco, Col., July 19 (Wed) Hobbema, AB
MEN'S TRADITIONAL MEN'S FANCY MEN'S GRASS ‘MEN'S TRADITIONAL
40 Years & Over 18 Years & Over 18 Yea_rs & Over 18 Years - 39 Years
LADIESTRADITIONAL LADIES TRADITIONAL LADIES FANCY JINGLE DRESS
40 Years & Over 18 Years & Over 18 Years & Over 18 Years & Over
> [EEN CATEGORIES
TEEN BOY'S TRADITIONAL TEEN BOY'S GRASS TEEN BOY'S FANCY
13- 17 Years 13- 17 Years 13- 17 Years
JINGLE DRESS TEEN GIRL'S TRADITIONAL TEEN GIRL'S FANCY
7- 17 Years 13- 17 Years 13- 17 Years
BOY'S TRADITIONAL BOY'S FANCY & GRASS GIRL'S TRADITIONAL  GIRL'S FANCY TINY TOTS

7-12 Years

M

7-12 Years

7-12 Years

SPECIAL EVENTS DAZE

Saturday, July 22, 1989

7-12 Years

Paid Thurs, Fri, & Sun.

N e ot 4

SPECIAL PERFORMANCE @ 35 YEARS & OVER - Special Grass Dance - Sponsors: Makaoo Jrs. & Family
MEN'S TEAM DANCING @ LADIE'S TEAM DANCING @ PRINCESS PAGEANT, Sat., July 22

Drumming Contest Plus All Non-Contest Drums Paid

For Further Information Contact: Joe Waskewitch, President or Bruce Whitstone
(Office Hours) (After Hours)
(306) 344- 2107 (306) 344-4464
TOTAL PRIZE MONEY HANDGAME TOURNAMENT REGISTRATION: Thurs., 10 a.m. Closes at 7 p.m.
i Friday —
OVGI‘ $33s000 For i ?aSh zrer]ec::lo ?: g Stick Points will be awarded to participation in Grand Entry
Plus Trophies for All Categories vELCgLL Judging will be-done on point system including syte.
GRAND ENTRY: (306) 344'21 07 - Zﬁ Hr£ecurity on Grounds — Absolutely no liquor or drugs
. : allowed.
Thurs., 7 p.m. - Fri,, 1:30 & 7 p.m. CTON.CESSION STAND.S The Onion Lake Cree Nation will not be responsible
Sat., & Sun.,, 1:30 & 7 p.m. On Applications Only Deadline: July 12 for injury, lost or stolen articles or travel expenses.

SPONSORED BY ONION LAKE BAND
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The changing nature of powwow

By Rocky Woodward
Windspeaker Correspondent

EDMONTON

Have powwows become
more of a sporting competi-
tion? Have the costumes
wom today by the dancers,
with colored feathers, silver
coins and plastic beads
become a part of the mod-
ern Indian who now dances
to a different drum? Many
native people are asking
these questions today.

Frog Lake Cree Band
member Norman Quinney
and Edward Bemard believe
powwows have definitely
changes. They believe
powwows have lost some-
thing to the competitive
world. They say the bigger
the prize, the larger the
crowd.

Thus, a lagging ques-
tion remains. Has the
course of history changes
things so much with its crip-
pling economy, its demand
on people to make more
money that it has forced
powwows, in order to sur-
vive, to become competi-
tive?

Unlike the old days,

ulture

or sport?

modern society demands
better attention. Yes, even
at powwows. Hook-ups are
neceded for people with
RV's. Food must be readily
available. Toilets have to be
installed; groundkeepers,
security personnel and
drummers, usually need to
be paid. It costs money.
Powwows have
become more organized
than in the past and possibly
more competitive. So is a
culture becoming forgotten
because of this? Are Indian
people losing their Indian
powwow identity?
Quinney says that in the

past, a powwow was viewed
as a religious ceremony.
There was no competition
when people danced.

"At Frog Lake a long
time ago, the people before
eating boiled meat, would
dance. They would give
themselves up to dancing
before eating the meat.

"A big ceremony was
held when a new dancer
was initiated into the pow-
wow dances. Before war
parties left camp and upon
their return, a powwow
dance was held. All of the
powwow dancing had a rea-

son. "This is not done any-
more," says Quinney.

Quinnecy says pow-
wows have become more of
a show for tourists and for
prizes. The decorations that
adorn the garments of the
powwow dancer, are mostly
commercially made.

"In the past, Indian peo-
ple wore decorations...of
coursc they did. But they
collected these decorations
from animals, birds, things
they picked up from their
travels and from battles.
Today, it's more like show
business,” says Quinney.

He views powwow
dancers as becoming more
identified by what they
wear, and the numbers on
their backs for compctition
reasons.... " Sometimes a
judge will pick a great look-
ing costume over a dancer,
who is a very good dancer.
Why the competition?”
Quinney asks, saying he
used to dance, but that was
before he noticed how com-
mercial dancing had
become.

"In the past, Indian pco-
ple had competitions, but
not in dancing. Horse steal-
ing was secn as a bravc and

honorable thing. The more
horses you stole, the more
respect you gained. There
were also, other competi-
tion such as Indian games,
being brave was a competi-
tion, buffalo hunting. It was
after such deeds werc done
that dancing took place."

Powwows will always be
a part of Indian pcople.
There is no other way. To
lose them would be, as Sad-
dlc Lake Elder, Jo¢ Cardinal
put it, "A terrible thing."
Powwows tell the story of
Indian people, a heritage
carried over from generation
to generation.

Powwows bring pecople

together and some pcople
even call a powwow, a gath-
ering. Children who partici-
pate in the powwow learn
something about their natu-
ral heritage, that being Indi-
an is good. Quinney agrees
with this, but still stands
firm that the compctition in
powwows is not good for
Indian culture. Maybe
Quinney has a point.
Maybe competition is push-
ing the real purpose of pow-
wows into the background.
Only you and time can be a
judge of that.

e —— g

Beauval Indiap Education Centre

Beauval Indian Education Centre is located
approximately 100 miles north of Meadow
Lake, Saskatchewan, on the banks of the
Beaver River, directly across from the Village
of Beauval. The centre is operated by the
Meadow Lake Tribal Council Board of
Education.

The school offers a strong Division IV
(Grades 10-12) program and has, through the
years, graduated many Native students who

are currently successful in many professions.

In addition to the academic program, BIEC

offers Industrial Arts, Home Economics, Work
Experience, and a varied Sports Program.
Living accommodations include a residence,
senior student housing, and in some cases,
students are boarding out and attending
school.

For more information please call:
Christine Derocher, Student Counsellor,
Beauval Indian Education Centre
(306) 288-2020.

You may also speak directly with the

administrative staff at the same number.




Cold Laker
has powwow
know-how

By Kim McLain
Windpeaker Staff Writer

EDMONTON

Roger Janvier, 20, is one
of the few people from the
Cold Lake reserve who has
the "powwow know-how."

Powwow tradition at the
reserve, about 350 kilome-
tres northeast of Edmonton,

was almost nil until a few

years ago when the pow-
wow circuit stretched up to
the Kehewin reserve, neigh-
bors to the Cold Lake peo-
ple.

Janvier was fortunate to
come from a family of ex-
powwow dancers. His
uncles Eric and Norbert
once powwow danced, he
says.

"My uncle Eric told me
in Cold Lake, a long time
ago, there was a racetrack
on the reserve and people
used to dance inside the race

track (oval)," says Janvier, a
trade school student living
in Edmonton with his wife
and two daughters.

Now Janvier thinks that
even if Cold Lake hosted a
powwow, not too many
band members would
dance.

"No one has the know-
how," he says.

Janvier says it is because
of his grandfather, uncles
and friends he mct on the
powwow circuit that he
lecarned traditional ways.

"I've learned to pray,
smudge (with sweetgrass), "
says Janvier. '"The smoke
goes up to the Grandfa-
thers.”

He hopes to pass on
understanding of his culture
to his children, now three
and one years old.

"The Grandfathers say
stop, listen and don't drink,
that's what makes us give
up," says Janvier.
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Listening to grandfathers:

Roger Janvier

n behalf of the chief,

Ron Sunshine, Councll,
Staff and band members
of Sturgeon Lake Band,
we extend our best wishes
to all powwow partici-
pants. We wish you safe
driving as you travel
through Powwow Country.

Good luck to
all powwow

contestants.

Have a safe and
Prosperous journey
as you travel the
powwow trail this
year. From Chief
Chucky Beaver,
Council, Staff &
Band Members of

Bigstone R{/ Ban

General Delivery \\\ 107
DESMARAIS, Alberta & <
TOG OTO = =

Ph: 891-3836




Cardinal, 69, remembers
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powwow in the old days

By Rocky Woodward
Windspeaker Correspondent

SADDLE LAKE BAND

Anyone who has ever
attended a powwow knows
Saddle Lake elder, Joe Car-
dinal. Cardinal is a firm
believer in Indian tradition
and on many occasions, he
is called upon to speak at
grand entry ceremonies.

Come November, Cardi-
nal will be 69 years of age.
The years have given Cardi-
nal wisdom, one reason why
his words are never taken
lightly by those listening,
particularly when it comes
to pPOWWOWS.

"A sport? Powwows are
not a sport. It is part of our
roots. Sport is when you
play hockey or hit a ball.
Traditional dancing is some-
thing you do with Indian
pride-pride for yourself,
your culture and from where
it came.”

When Cardinal talks
about people who are trying

to destroy something
worthwhile, his eyes show
he is deeply disturbed.
"People who dance have
a feeling of Indianness.
They respect the ceremony,
the grand entry, prayers, and
the drummers. Our children
receive an education from
the powwows they attend.”
Cardinal remembers in
his day, people did not
dance for money. But he
adds at that time, people
travelled by horse, they
walked to powwows and
stayed for days. People
shared their food, and lodg-
ing was not a problem.
"Today, people can't trav-
el by horseback anymore.
They need money to get to
powwows. People who win
money at powwows use it
wisely. They use it for trav-
el and food." :
People have respect for
family activities such as
they annual county fair,
rodeos and even bigger
events, such as Edmonton's
Klondike Days. It always

has something to offer cul-
turally, and to Cardinal, so
do powwows.

"What would happen if
there were no more pow-
wows? It would be a terri-
ble loss. This will never
happen because Indian peo-
ple like to visit and pow-
wows is one place you can
always run into old friends
you haven't seen for a long
time. What about our chil-
dren?" Cardinal asks.

Cardinal sees all the
powwow dancers, young
and old as ambassadors for
Indian people. When he
watches young people
dance, he says he is still not
too old to receive an educa-
tion from them.

"When our white broth-
ers see our people dancing,
it looks good to them. I
watch them, and it makes
me feel good to be an Indi-
an.

In my time, it was no good

" to be an Indian.”

Cardinal admits there is
money and competition

involved in powwows now.
"But look at Lloyd Auger
trying to sell cards. (During
the Ben Calf Robe's 8th
annual powwow celebra-
tion) He's selling them to try
and raise money for the kids
who attend Ben Calf Robe
School.”

"Drummers who travel
long distances to sing for
the dancers have to be
paid,” says Cardinal,
adding that gone are the
days when a person or fami-
ly can attend a powwow
without some means of
financial support.

Cardinal stood up at this
point.

Wearing his long feath-
ered Chief's headpiece, he
said solemnly. "Remcmber.
Competition will be around
a long time after we're gone.
Competition is good for the
soul, if used right. It's the
Indian way to dance, com-
petition or no competition,
as long as you believe in it
and yourself."

'Powwows are hot sport':

Elder Joe Cardinal

Alexis Powwow

July 7-9

Greetings to all our friends and
neighbors for the powwow season.

ALEXIS BAND #133

Box 7, Onoway, Alberta

TOE 0XO0

967-2225

15th ANNUAL

MISSION INDIAN FRIENDSHIP
_CENTRE

MC

ERIC ROBINSON
Winnipeg, Manitoba

ARENA DIRECTOR

DENNIS FRANCIS
Calgary, Aiberta

Memorial
Dale Running Bear

Auburn, Washington

HOST DRUM

PIGEON LAKE SINGERS
Pigeon Lake, Alberta

HEAD JUDGE

LUCIEN CHARLIE
Mission, B.C.

INTERNATIONAL

POW-WOW

ST. MARY’S CENTRE, MISSION, B.C.

JULY 7,8,9,1989

OVER $ 3

GRASS DANCE CONTEST

1st

$1,

Dale Running Bear
GOLDEN AGE TRADITIONAL
MEMORIAL CONTEST

Ages 55 years and over
2nd

500 $1,000

3rd
$500

MEN'S TRADITIONAL
LADIES TRADITIONAL
LADIES FANCY
MEN'S FANCY

SENIOR MEN
50 YEARS & OVER

TEEN BOY'S TRADITIONAL
TEEN GIRL'S TRADITIONAL
GIRL'S TRADITIONAL
BOY'S TRADITIONAL

TINY TOTS
EXHIBITION DANCES

0,000 ...

TEAM DANCE CONTEST
TEEN BOY'S FANCY
TEEN GIRL’S FANCY

GIRL’S FANCY
BOY'S FANCY

SENIOR WOMEN
50 YEARS & OVER

GRANDEENTRY: Friday 7 p.m., Saturday 1 p.m. & 7 p.m. Sunday 1 p.m. & 7 p.m.
PARADE - SATURDAY JULY 8, BEGINS AT 11A.M.

$200 00 for Comnmaercial Busmesses

First 12 Registered Drums Guaranteed $50 A Session
Aris & Cratts $50 00 a day trst table  Addilional fee lor exira tables

REGISTRATION BEGINS AT 3:00 P.M. ON FRIDAY AFTERNOON
REGISTRATION CLOSES SATURDAY AT 12 NOON

Camping Facilities Available ® Salmon Bake ® No Registration Fee

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CHRIS COOK, MISSION, B.C. V2V 1G4

(604) 826-1281

ADMISSION - ADULTS $4.00 STUDENTS (7 to 13) $2.00 ELDERS FREE

Children 6 years & under free

COMMITTEE RESERVES THE RIGHT TO CANCEL THE POW WOW DUE TO AN ACT OF GOD
COMMITTEE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR INJURY, LOST OR STOLEN ARTICLES, OR TRAVEL EXPENSES

ABSOLUTELY NO LIQUOR OR DRUGS ALLOWED.

RIGHT TO SEARCH & SEIZURE




Rahdf '“Moses:

POWWOW
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Youth revive culture

By GARY GEE
Windspeaker Staff Writer

SADDLE LAKE

Randy Moses grand-
mother always told him
never to forget his Native
culture.

"I've been involved in
powwows all my life,"” says
Moses, a Cree who grew up
on the Saddle Lake reserve
in northem Alberta.

"My grandmother's been
gone ten years but it's just

like she told me yesterday:
never forget where you
came from."

Today, at 32, he works
with the Saddle Lake Band's
cultural division promoting
the importance of preserv-
ing Native culture.

Moses was one of the
singers and dancers at Ben
Calf Robe's eight annual
powwow last month and he
says without it, his life
would be incomplete.

"It's like a bird. A bird is
given a gift to sing. If you

shut his beak, eventually the
bird will die. It's the same
with me."

Moses says powwows
are not only a place where
Native people can interact
but it's also a haven for
those who want spiritual
contact.

Familiar with all forms
of dancing from traditional
to grass-dancing, Moses
likes to teach young Native
people on the reserve how
to dance and, if they are
keen, how to speak their

Cree language again.

"It's the first thing I try to
get across. You have to
know the language to under-
stand the culture.”

Within the last five
years, Moses believes there
has been a strong resur-
gence of interest by young
people in their Native cul-
ture, particularly powwows.

"I think it's coming back
strong. It's a sacred circle,
everything is a never-ending
circle.”

Powwows a sacred circle: Randy Moses

Poundmaker/Nechi

POWWOW

June 30, July 1 & 2, 1989

Dedicatéd to: Drummers & Dancers
Everyone Welcome

hilip %%BLokken

Barrister, Solicitor and

Notary Public
(Also of the Saskatchewan Bar)

(403) 849-5540

Suite 202, 207 Main St. N.
Box 1518
SLAVE LAKE, Alberta
TOG 2A0

- COMPETITIONS

GRAND ENTRY: JUNE 30 AT 7 p.m.
JULY1 & 2AT18&7 p.m.

GIVE AWAYS — SUNDAY

MEN'S TRADITIONAL (17 & UP) BOYS TRADITIONAL (7 - 12)

SUPER A FOODS S

$600 15100 2.575
3.$300 3.$50
nY H TOTAL $1900 TOTAL $225
SUPER our ome WOMEN'S TRADITIONAL (17 & UP) GIRLS TRADITIONAL (7 - 12)
TOW 1-51700 2 - $600 1-$100 2-$75
3-$300 3-550
F n TOTAL $1900 TOTAL $225
’ ”
OOd S l MEN'S FANCY (17 & UP) BOYS FANCY (7 - 12)
FQ00S tore 1-$1000 ( 2 - $600 1-$100 2-$75
3.5300 3.$50
TOTAL $1900 TOTAL $225
s WOMEN'S FANCY (17 & UP) GIRLS FANCY (7 - 12)
ngh Leve' Super A 1-51000 2 - $600 1-$100 2.575
3-$300 3-550
p o BOX 1 080 TOTAL $1900 TOTAL $225
i MEN'S TEAM DANCING TEEN BOYS TRADITIONAL (13 - 16)
ngh Level’ AB TOH 120 1-8200 . - 2-$100 1-5200 ( 2-$150
TOTAL $300 3-$100
™ 926-2231 TOTAL $450
WOMEN'S TEAM DANCING
1-$200 2-s100 TEEN GIRLS TRADITIONAL (13 - 16)
TOTAL $300 1-$200 2-%150

3-5100

MEN’S GRASS DANCE (17 & UP) TOTAL $450

3.$300

e Ab B an TEEN BOYS FANCY (13- 16)
3-$100

JINGLE DANCE TOTAL $450

2 - $300

TOTAL - $1000
PIPE CEREMONY 7:30 A.M. DAILY

TEEN GIRLS FANCY (13 - 16)

3.8100
TOTAL $450
12 KM ROAD RACE
BOYS TEEN GRASS DANCE (16 & UNDER)
- $200 2-%150
38100
TOTAL $450

M.C. - Eric Tootoosis & Wilson Okeymow

TROPHIES & JACKETS FOR MEN & LADIES OPEN

Deadline for Competition Registration: July 1/89 Noon

COMPETITION
DRUMMING
1-$1000 2 - $800
3-$600 4 - $400
5 - $200

AA MEETINGS DAILY COMMITTEE WILL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR

ANY LOSSES, DAMAGES, ACCIDENTS OR THEFTS

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
ALMA HOULE 458-1884
BOX 3884, STATION D
EDMONTON, ALBERTA

24 HOUR SECURITY
PROVIDED

DANCES
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

STRICTLY NO ALCOHOL/DRUGS ALLOWED ON THE PREMISES




Buglar finds

wow dancing.

By Cindy Arcand

Windspeaker Correspondent The 26 year-old Cree,
who grew up in Edmonton,

EDMONTON says being -raised in a non-

Native environment hin-
dered her attempts to find
her true heritage.

But at the age of eight,

Like other young native
people, Linda Buglar found
her identity through pow-

Good Luck
to all powwow

participants.

Have a safe and
DroSperous journey as
you travel the powwow

trail this summer.

Edson Friendship Centre

Box 2820
EDSON, Alberta TOE 0P0

= 723-5494
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she began dancing pow-
wow, and in turn found a
part of herself that she never
knew.

"The feeling of (pow-
wow) dancing is a very
beautiful fecling. Dancing
with the beat of the drum
goes to your heart. It gives
me a sense of freedom,"
says Buglar.

She was taught about her
language and spiritual ways,
by talking to elders. Danc-
ing also brought out a lot of
these things she didn't know
about while growing up.

"I had no sense of

belonging and didn't get
involved with my communi-
ty. I felt like I was on my
own and had to depend on
myself," Linda said.

Growing up with a large
family who danced at pow-
wows, she received a lot of
support. Dancing with her
family were some of the
happiest times of her life
and she took a lot of pride in
that.

But one of the hardest
times was when her father
fell ill and quit dancing.
Despite that setback,

though, she didn't give up
dancing powwow.

Her attitude about being
Native changed. Slowly,
she became proud of being
native instead of ashamed.

At first, she became
involved with the White
Braid Society and danced
with them in non-compeli-
tive performances. Then
she moved on to Buffalo
Child Society, where she
travelled throughout Canada
and Europe.

"Performing with the
dance troops was fun. Shar-
ing the laughs and sorrows

identity through Indian dancing

became a part of us,” she
said.

Buglar says she learned a
lot through her dancing.
She found her identity, and
grew as a person, and most
of all she found her love for
dancing. She says powwow
dancing gave her peace of
mind about where she stood
in her life and her culture
and became a very impor-
tant part of her life.

"Dancing is part of me.
It's within my spirit. 1t will
be part of me for the rest of
my life," she said.

| Good Luck to all

Powwow Participants.

Have a safe and happij
pOWWOw season.

Royal Canadian Legion

KINGSWAY BRANCH NO. 175
10425 Kingsway Ave.
EDMONTON, Alberta
(403) 425-8654

Terratima
Lodge

Looking for a place to have QUALITY TIME for
your meeting or retreat? Come to us and be
surrounded by nature and warm hospitality.
Phone or write: Claire or Larry Kennedy, Box
1636, Rocky Mountain House - 845-6786

Paul Band 3rd Annual

s N i ;
95 ] i %
: ¢

August 4 - 6,1989

Men's & Ladies:
Trad: $800 500 300 100

Fancy: $800 500 300 100
Grass: $800 500 300 100

Teen's 13-17:

Trad: $400 200 150 100
Fancy: $400 200 150 100
Grass: $400 200 150 100

SPECIAL CONTEST

George Rain

Memorial Men's
Traditional $1,000
MC Eric Robinson

Jr. 7-12
Trad:

50 & Up
$400 200 150

$100 75 50 25
Fancy: $100 75 50 25
Grass: $100 75 50 25

Grand Entries

Men's & Ladies Fastball

Tournament
Contact: Alex Belcourt, Harvey Bird

or Peter Bird

892-2691, 428-0188
or 892-3760

Paul Band is not responsible for any injuries, losses or theff.
Alcohol or drugs are not allowed on premises — 24 Hour Securify

7 p.m.- Fri., Sat., Sun
1 p.m.- Sat. & Sun.
Tiny Tots Daily Pay

Host Drum
Little Boy

v




Spectator recalls
youth at powwows

By GARY GEE Looking older than his
Windspeaker Staff Writer 41 years, he can't remember

the last powwow he attend-
EDMONTON ed

" John Houle doesn't come
to powwows to dance or
sing, but to remember.

For Houle, the feeling he
gets from coming to a pow-
wow goes back to his
younger days growing up on
the Saddle Lake reserve.

"I love the powwow. It
helps me a lot. The beat of
the drum makes me feel
good," he says.

"I remember my grand-
parents teaching me," he
says as he closes his eyes,
takes a deep breath and a
familiar peaceful feeling
washes over him,

"It helps me forget some
of my problems," says
Houle, an alcoholic most of
his life.

"It must be a few years.
But one thing I can say is
I'm very spiritual,” says
Houle.

Every few years, he
drops in and "checks out" a
powwow.

It usually happens during
the sober times of his life,
but as Houle says, he hasn't
been sober for more than
two years running at any
point in his life.

Like a lot of Native kids,
he started on the bottle at a
very young age.

At 15, he left home and
since then he's travelled far
and wide. Home became the
skid row haunts of cities
like Vancouver and Seattie.

He acknowledges that
he's a bit of a wanderer. "1

POWWOW COUNTRY

don't like to stay in one
place very long. I like to
check things out."

His only really long stay
was in Hawaii for four
years, where he says the
Native culture is similar to
that of his own.

"They're close to nature
and love to sing and dance.”

While he wouldn't rec-
ommend his lifestyle for
younger kids growing up
these days, Houle says it's
important to him to keep
practising his spiritual
beliefs.

After being away for so
long, he says he'd like to
follow the powwow trail
this summer.

"I'm not doing anything
right now, so I might get
back into it. It makes me
feel Indian."

'Powwows make me feel Indian’: John Houle
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Come See Us for

EXxcellent Service
3945-118 Ave.
EDMONTON, Alberta
TSW 0Z8
= (403) 479-3929

Congratulations
to all powwow
participants.

Have a happy and safe drive
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