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B PATTERSON PALMER

We offer legal services to both
Aboriginal People and non-Aboriginals,
in the spirit and understanding of
the indigenous perspective.

TumaYoung

tyoung @pattersonpalmer.ca

For more information, contact Tuma Young at
(902) 897-2000 or visit us at
www pattersonpalmer.ca

NOVA SCOTIA - NEW BRUNSWICK « NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR - PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND

LEL BEADS

AND MORE

Leo & Leona Thiessen
Phone & Fax: (780) 352-0168

1-800-386-7251

5419 - 36™ Avenue, Wetaskiwin, AB T9A 3C7

Many Nations Financial Services Ltd.

subsidiary of | Many Nations IS {1 €] T E 1T Ltd.

* Employee Pension Plans

* Employee Benefit Plans

* Individual Life and Disability Insurance

, * Investment Services and Products

%, © Critical lliness - Individual /Group

§ * Coverage for Chief and Council

* Regular On-Site Service from Regional
Representatives

Phone: 1-800-667-7830 or (306) 956-4669
www.manynations.com

“The strength of Many Nations protecting our future”

g ;‘."{? -

I* Statistics ~ Statistique
Canada Canada"
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Edmonton Aboriginal Committee on Homelessness

Presents

COMMUNITY GATHERING AND TRADE SHOW
June 24 and 25, 2003

Ramada Inn on Kingsway (Edmonton Inn)

"BUILDING SUCCESSFUL PARTNERSHIPS"

A cc;nference designed to share An opportunity for
an ktiaCh through a series of Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal
workshops. An opportunity to groups to establish and

network rafnd showcase renew relationships within
partnership successes. the community.

A trade show of community
partners concerned about
the issue of homelessness

and affordable housing
in Edmonton.

An opportunity to contribute
to the development of the
new Community Plan on
Homelessness and Affordable
Housing in Edmonton

Workshop topics:

"I have a housing idea - what do | do now?"
"How to write and develop a funding proposal”
"Partnerships”

"Housing - An Edmonton Perspective"

Participation in workshops and trade show is free!

For more information call:
Native Counselling Services of Alberta : :
Native Counselling
780-451 -4002 Services of Alberta
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ADVERTISING

The advertising deadline for the
July 2003 issue of Windspeaker is
June 12, 2003.

Call toll free at
1-800-661-5469

for more information.
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Features

Cautionary tale 8

After 18 months away from their family in Ecuador, two
traditional healers who were implicated in the death of an elderly
woman at Wikwemikong in Ontario learn their fate.

At odds over the FNGA 9

Liberal leadership contender Paul Martin and Minister of Indian
Affairs Robert Nault duke it out over the First Nations governance
act. Martin describes the well from which the act springs
“seriously poisoned.” Nault says Martin is just playing politics.

INAC holding Samson money hostage 10

The $1.5 billion lawsuit filed against the federal government that
will decide who controls oil and gas monies held in trust for
Alberta First Nations is back in court. Lawyer for the Samson Cree
Nation, James O'Reilly, lets loose with a barrage of accusations,
and a Windspeaker story is entered into evidence.

Windspeaker's Guide to Indian Country

Planning a trip across Turtle Island and want to take in some
Aboriginal culture? Well tuck this handy tourism guide in a pocket
or purse. There's much to do, whether you're on Prince Edward
Island or Vancouver Island. And don't miss the stuff in between.

Departments

[ rants and raves ] 5

Playing politics with Indian lives is a favorite pastime on
Parliament Hill, and the game has hit a fever pitch, what with the
rough and tumble in the standing committee on Aboriginal Affairs
as it debates the First Nations governance act and the promise of
Paul Martin to punt the act when it gets to the House.

[ what's happening ] 7

Community events in Indian Country for May and beyond.

[ strictly speaking] 14 & 15

Inuit columnist Zebedee Nungak adds his northern perspective to
Windspeaker's opinion pages, joining regular contributors

Drew Hayden Taylor, Dan David, Tuma Young,

Ann Brascoupé, and Dr. Gilles Pinette.

[top 30] 16
Windspeaker counts down the top 30 songs heard on Aboriginal
radio, plus gives our pick for a must-have CD.
[ rare intellect] 17
Is there a tiny warrior in you waiting to be set free? Author
D.). Eagle Bear Vanas expects there is. APTN host Rick Harp and
entertainer Duane Ghastant' Aucoin reveal their favorite books.
[ windspeaker confidential ] 19

Olympic gold medal winner Billy Mills

[ canadian classroom ] 26 & 27

Some things never change no matter where you live, and the
effects of colonization on Aboriginal people in Canada and the
South Pacifc are eerily similar. Learn what the young people of
Vanuatu are doing to reclaim their lands and minds.

[ buffalo spirit] 28 & 29

Elder and environmentalist Mary Thomas comes back to Buffalo
Spirit for a visit and to impart more of her wisdom, and in honor
of the drum, we speak about the heartbeat of Mother Earth.

[ footprints ] 30

Chief Dan George was best known for his sensitive portrayal of
Native people on stage and screen, but it was his powerful speech
during the celebration of Canadian confederation that will ring
clearly in the hearts and minds of his people forever.

Windspeaker is published by the Aboriginal Multi-Media Society (AMMSA)
Canada's largest publisher of Aboriginal news and information.
AMMSA's other publications include:

Alberta Sweetgrass — The Aboriginal Newspaper of Alberta
Saskatchewan Sage — The Aboriginal Newspaper of Saskatchewan
BC Raven's Eye — The Aboriginal Newspaper of BC and Yukon
Ontario Birchbark — The Aboriginal Newspaper of Ontario

[ contents ]
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TH ANNUAL RESIDENTIAL SUMMER PROGRAM

This is an advanced program from previous years and is geared for those
that are needing an accelerated process that naturally restores,
supports, and enhances one's own natural abilities to change and heal.

August 8 - 17, 2003 - MATHESON ISLAND - MANITOBA - CANADA

For brochure or more information

"BEING YOU", INC.

Phone: (204) 783-2976 or 1-877-4-BEING-U
Fax: (204) 284-0130

Website: www.beingyou.mb.ca

Email: beingyou@mb.sympatico.ca

A 100% Indian-owned Brokerage in Operation since 1987
Proudly celebrating 15 highly successful years in business

FIRST NATIONS

INSURANCE SERVICES LTD

Y¢ Employee & Family Assistance Program

"Providing Superior Financial Service to
First Nations and Their Employees”

1-800-667-4712
Phone: (306) 763-4712 Fax: (306) 763-3255

Opawikoscikan Reserve #201
PO Box 2377 (2300-10th Ave.West), Prince Albert, SK S6V 621

E-Mail: firstnations_fnis@sasktel.net

Visit us on the internet at: www firstnationsins.com
Contact: Helen Burgess, General Manager/Stuart McLellan, Pension Administrator

NAIT ‘ Bring on the Future

Consider a Career as a

Nursing Attendant

Did you know?

Many of NAIT's health related programs can be delivered in your community! The 19-week
Nursing Attendant program has been successfully delivered in many Aboriginal communities.
This program features .a 6-week work experience component and Emergency Medical Responder
(EMR) training, making it an ideal health career starting point.

NAIT's Continuing Education and Business Development has the flexibility to respond quickly

your organization.

The NAIT HR\C

\
elitre | 11762 - 10
5 A

i

to the needs of the marketplace and offers customized training, to meet the specific needs of

The NAIT Nursing Attendant Program helped me
get my job at the University of Alberta
Hospital; the training has given me the skills to
provide excellent care. I highly recommend
NAIT's Nursing Attendant Program with EMR.
~ Leanne Wain
Tender Ties Grad June 2001

Interested? Please call ...
Stephen Crocker, Manager
Aboriginal Training Projects
Phone: (780) 378-5035
Fax: (780) 471-8993
E-mail:  scrocker@nait.ab.ca
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THE NORTHERN ALBERTA
INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOQY

ABORIGINAL AUTOMOTIVE CENTRE

NO PAYMENTS
FOR 90 DAYS!”

FREE DELIVERY ANYWHERE IN CANADA!

*“TRIP - $400 Westjet Gift Certificate on approved deal.
*PRICE - Down Payment may be required. O.A.C. *90 Days - O.A.C.
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OVER 800 VEHICLES

Allmajor makes, 1997 - 2003, Cars, Trucks, Vans, SUV’s & Immports

ATION TODAY!! ~~~~~~~~~71

CHEVROLET
IMPORTS
|
|
|
/
|
i
!
.
|
!
.
|
|
|

Type of vehicle required: Car[] Truck ] van[] suv [0 Do you presently own a vehicle? Yes ] No [_] Trading In? Yes D No [] :
Name: (First) (Middle) (Last) |
Social Insurance No.: Birth Date: Status No.: |
Present Address: |
Home No.: Work No.: _ Cell No.: !
Employer: Address: I
How Long? Wages: $ Have you had any previous credit? Yes No |
I, the r:nde;suﬁne:, \Alfan:ant t:;,e trut:, accuracy and completeness of the foregoing information, and hereby take notice that the dealer proposed to procure or cause to be prepared a consumer :
report, and the dealer is authorized to: 1. Investigate my credit and empl t history; 2. P i igati
e e h e i b me.g y mployment history rocure or cause to be prepared a consumer report or personal investigation; and 3. Release I
Fax Back to: (204) 222-1354 Applicant's Signature: WS :
L S GEED G G G G G N G S D T
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Dear Editor:
The media plays a major role in

disseminating information about the .

First Nation governance act. The As-
sembly of First Nation chief Matthew
Coon Come only reports the fabri-
cated negative impact, but does not
address the real issues and benefits of
the First Nation governance act.

The First Nation governance act
came from the grassroots level. It is
our idea and it is what we want, the
ordinary people of First Nation com-
munities. We support Robert Nault,
the Minister of Indian Affairs, for
initiating our request.

Matthew Coon Come, national
chief of the Assembly of First Nation,
is fighting his own people. The door
was open for him to participate in the
joint ministerial advisory committee
or JMAC. Matthew Coon Come is
elected by the chiefs of Canada at
their annual general meeting. The

Aboriginal people of Canada do not

elect him. How can he say he repre- -

sents the Aboriginal people of
Canada?

The First Nation governance act
came about because of complaints by
Aboriginal people and litigations filed

on elections, dismissal from admin-

[ rants and raves ]

Act has grassroots support

istrative positions and lack of finan-
cial accountability.

The First Nation governance act is
about my rights, your rights, and eve-
rybody’s rights. It's about having elec-
tions codes, administration and
policy codes and financial policy
codes. For the most part we don't have
these codes in place and those that
do exist evidently are vulnerable. That
is why there is so much corruption
and favoritism in our communities.
When a new chief is elected into of-
fice, staff get nervous they will be

fired.

The First Nation governance act
has nothing to do with the 1969
White Paper and it does not even
come close to that. It does not in-
fringe our treaty rights or our exist-

- ence as Aboriginal people. These are

already protected and guaranteed
under Section 35 of the Constitution
Act. It’s about power to the people.
It’s about accountability and transpar-
ency.

The First Nation governance act is
something we can use, a tool we can
use in our communities. Matthew
Coon Come is right when he said it
will not build one more house, it will
not end suicides in our communities.

Honestly, it has nothing to do with
building more houses or to end sui-
cides. That’s a poor excuse to get pub-
lic attention. Aboriginal people with
high profile positions need to be edu-
cated. It is time for Matthew Coon
Come to listen to the Aboriginal peo-
ple of Canada.

The caravan to Ottawa in April, we
were told that some of these protestors
had no idea why they were there and
what they were doing on Parliament
Hill. Assembly of First Nations may
have the resources to make noise,
however, we don’t have any money or
other resources to make noise. We are
making ourselves known through the
media.

We are seeking support from. First
Nation individuals and do not be afraid
from intimidation from chiefs or peo-
ple who oppose FNGA. You have a
right to speak out just like anybody.
There is only one person I am afraid
of. It is not man, but the Creator.

Make yourself known by writing a
letter of support to your local MP. It’s

our idea, it came from us. It was there

already long before Robert Nault was

the Minister of Indian Affairs.
Yes to First Nation governance act.

John-Paul Na/eqc/)ee

Looking for answers on Jay Treaty

Dear Editor:

All of my life I have gone back and
forth to the United States of America
with no problems, whatsoever.

I am extremely upset at recent events
concerning my grandchildren who
were born in the U.S.A. The children
are nine, seven, and five years old.

They have been 'denied an educa-
tion because they are non-status and
born in the United States. Because of

a backlog in Ottawa, it could take up
to 12 months to find out if they are
elibible to be registered with the
Beecher Bay Reserve.

Because of immigration rules, they
are not able to attend school until
they receive their status as a First
Nation. If they aren’t eligible to be
registered, what other options do we
have? '

Is there a general fund for students

who are non-status? I don’t believe we
should have to register as immigrants
if we are registered with a recognized
band.

I would like to know if there is an
organization that has opted to legis-

late the Jay Treaty in Canada. I'd ap-

preciate any assistance your readers
have to offer me.

Labelle Charles,
Sooke, B.C.

1t up ] June's suggested topic

—Traditional healing an importing other groups’ ceremonies

Justa quick correction of your April
2003 edition. In your story ‘Fight-
ing the FNGA’ by contributor Ann
Hanson, she identifies Ontario Chief
George Fox. Actually, Charles Fox is
the Ontario vice-regional chief for the
Assembly of First Nations.

—Adrienne

June 2003

Why did you guys change the look
of the newspaper? It’s harder to look
at and read. It’s better to stick to the
news and leave a lot of the entertain-
ment stuff to others. And why do you
guys report and write editorials about
the negative impacts of the FNGA
and other INAC-supported programs
and then we turn the page and there’s
a full-page advertisement telling me
how good it is for us. You are saying
one thing and doing another. . . .I
know it’s because INAC pays well for
those ads, but don’t you guys have
enough ads. That’s just being greedy
and it shows. . . .

—Robert

The lessons I have learned from the
life of Chief Adam Dyck are many,
just from the short article about him.
Spending time with your children is
how to learn to communicate with
them. We speak a different langauge
than the previous generation. There-
fore, to properly communicate, we
must be involved in each other’s daily
lives.

Chief Adam Dyck spent a great deal
of time with his Elders from a young
age, and this has resulted in a deep
understanding of his father’s genera-
tion and language. The chief must
spend time with his offspring to learn
their language and teach them his.

A man who knows everything can-
not learn. You are always learning.
Learn and teach. Teach and learn. The
two are the same, equal way to say it.

May the Spirit be with you while
you learn. . . .

—Jacob

Call 1-800-661-5469 and ask for
Windspeaker's talk it up line, then leave
your message
or email us at edwind@ammsa.com
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BOSTON BAR/ YELLOWHEA
NORTH BEND | TRIBAL SERVI
COMMUNITY | AGENCY 4T

® REUNION ANNUAL CHI

h I n May 25, 2003 WELFARE

L I S a M e e C e S e d N O a Boston Bar, BC CONFERENC
(604) 867-9517 l GOLF

by fax TOURNAME

{ | May26-29,20
i | Calgary, AB
(780) 481-738

I May 25 ‘ ext. 248

14TH ANNUAL‘REDISCOVERY

|n the aborigin _  e o - | — . L s LEADERSHIP & OUTDOOR

; 4 : : May 31 - June 10, 2003
N : e o : s R R feon Victoria, BC
|

June

HENRY THE

SHINGOOSE NATIONA
TRADITIONAL ABORIGIN
POWWOW BUSINES
June 7 - 8, 2003 ASSOCIATIO
Selkirk, MB 2ND ANNU

(204) 482-9711 GOLF
TOURNAME
June 9, 200
Calgary, AE
(403) 617-84

21ST ANNUAL CCAB CIRC
TRADITIONAL
POWWOW TOURNAME
| June 13- 15,2003 June 16, 20
Whitesand First Nation, ON Cochrane, A
(807) 583-1479 or (416) 961-86
(807) 583-1771 ext. 222

known as...
Father's Day 15

' 2 R i, s ' . NATIONAL 5TH ANNU
AR ' F : . ABORIGINAL DAY ANISHINAE

. : i 2N : ; EVENTS & VETERA
. T R i , : POWWOW MEMORIAL (

June 21 - 22, 2003 TOURNAME

\ - : Saskatoon, SK June 23, 20
3 s : . (306) 931-6767 Orillia, O
- , L ) (705) 497-91
g , § & s s e 3T : ext. 2261 0
b X ; ) - o o ‘ 1-877-702-5:

(519) 336-2968

4 : A ps gt e Y : oA i besns R gl e B [ 42ND ANNUAL
S . < o | Lok AAMJIWNAANG
. | . | 1 , SRR R e T Tt POWWOW
. ‘ . aeo : 2 : : oy i :: June 28 - 29, 2003
, o e o e o e B B Tl g8 o8 0 Sarnia, ON

WAHPETON
DAKOTA NATION |
POWWOW
July 4 - 6, 2003
Wahpeton Dakota First
Nation, SK
(306) 764-6649 4

Sunday's @ 6:30 on

www.a-channel.com
Sharing Circle is an A-Channel Production Fund Original

“Division of Birchwo
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BOSTON BAR/ YELLOWHEAD NATIVE EAlK AT

NORTH BEND TRIBAL SERVICES DAY BREAKFAST PHYSICAL MULTILINGUAL p
COMMUNITY AGENCY 4TH E-TAHKANAWASOT FOR ACTIVITY & SCHOOL 20TH
REUNION ANNUAL CHILD 10TH % ABORIGINAL FITNESS ANNIVERSARY
May 25, 2003 WELFARE ANNIVERSARY % . WOMEN CONFERENCE YEAR-END % s
Boston Bar, BC CONFERENCE & May 27, 2003 May 29, 2003 May 28 - 30, 2003 CELEBRATION ¢ B
(604) 867-9517 GOLF Saskatoon, SK Edmonton, AB Tucson, AZ May 31, 2003 5!
by fax TOURNAMENT (306) 668-7490 (780) 486-4880 (405) 325-1790 Saskatoon, SK S s e «¥
May 26 - 29, 2003 (306) 978-1818 4
Calgary, AB :2:,
{780) 481-7390 o
May 25 228 26 27 3 29 30 31
14TH ANNUAL REDISCOVERY SASKATCHEWAN ABORIGINAL 12TH ANNUAL ABORIGINAL & TRADITIONAL i
LEADERSHIP & OUTDOOR FIRST NATIONS FORUM: PICTOU LANDING | DIVERSITY: LAW COMMUNITY i
TRAINING CIRCLE OF DEVELOPING WATER FIRST NATION ENFORCEMENT GATHERING *
May 31 - June 10, 2003 HONOUR & WASTEWATER POWWOW CONFERENCE June 7, 2003 P
Victoria, BC AWARDS TREATMENT June 5 - 8, 2003 June 4 - 7, 2003 Kingston, ON ¥
(250) 391-2420 June 4, 2003 INFRASTRUCTURE Pitou, NS Winnipeg, MB (613) 542-3927
Saskatoon, SK OF ABORIGINAL (902) 752-4912 (204) 257-5205 4,
(306) 721-2822 COMMUNITIES >
June 4 - 5, 2003
Vancouver, BC .
(416) 925-0866 or “
June 1 2 3 1-800-443-6452 4 5 6 g
HENRY THE HEALTH HONOURING THE 2003 NATIONAL PAQNEKEK »
SHINGOOSE NATIONAL CONFERENCE MEDICINE: THE TRAINING (AFTON) FIRST Iy
TRADITIONAL ABORIGINAL & TRADE FAIR ESSENTIAL GUIDE | SESSION “COMING | NATION POWWOW
POWWOW BUSINESS “WHOLISTIC TO NATIVE FULL CIRCLE: June 13 - 15, 2003
June 7 - 8, 2003 ASSOCIATION'S HEALTH — AMERICAN HEALTHY LIVING Antigonish Co., NS
Selkirk, MB 2ND ANNUAL FROMTHE HEALING BOOK AND THE (902) 386-2048 a
(204) 482-9711 GOLF INSIDE OUT” LAUNCH ABORIGINAL
TOURNAMENT June 9 - 11, 2003 June 12, 2003 FRAIL ELDERLY”
June 9, 2003 y Regina, SK Saskatoon, SK June 12 - 14, 2003 -
Calgary, AB ) (306) 922-7480 (306) 955-3599 Ottawa, ON e
(403) 617-8484 1-800-632-0892 s
8 11 12 13 14
: 3 ¥y
21ST ANNUAL CCAB CIRCLE JESEARCHING & 3RD ANNUAL NOONGAM ELK ISLAND ;":5‘
TRADITIONAL FOR 2015 GOL RITING TRIBAL ATC GOLF " TRADITIONAL NATIONAL PARK &
POWWOW TOURNAMENT L AND HISTORIES TOURNAMENT POWWOW ABORIGINAL DAY #
June 13 - 15, 2003 June 16, 2003 June 16 - 18, 2003 June 19, 2003 June 20 - 22, 2003 CELEBRATION
Whitesand First Nation, ON Cochrane, AB . Lewiston, ID Fort McMurray, AB Ottawa, ON June 21, 2003 %,
(807) 583-1479 or (416) 961-8663 i (405) 325-4127 (780) 791-6538 (613) 786-1552 Edmonton, AB <
(807) 583-1771 ext. 222 (780) 922-5203 3
=
Father's Day 15 16 18 19 20 21 oy
NATIONAL 5TH ANNUAL IHS MENTAL ABORIGINAL RETURN OF THE 3RD ANNUAL :;:j':
ABORIGINAL DAY ANISHINABEK HEALTH WOMEN IN DRUMS TRADITIONAL A
EVENTS & VETERANS TRAINING BUSINESS COMMUNITY POWWOW -
POWWOW MEMORIAL GOLF June 24 - 26, 2003 CONFERENCE POWWOW & June 28 - 29, 2003 &
June 21 - 22, 2003 TOURNAMENT Sioux Falis, ND June 26 - 27, 2003 FESTIVAL Dokis First Nation, ON o
Saskatoon, SK June 23, 2003 (405) 325-1790 Niagara Falls, ON June 27 - 29, 2003 (705) 763-9939 or N
(306) 931-6767 Orillia, ON (519) 754-3302 Owen Sound, ON (705) 763-2269 ;
(705) 497-9128 (519) 371-1147 ’
ext. 2261 or p 4
1-877-702-5200 {; $
26 27 28
42ND ANNUAL July \ 8TH ANNUAL 3RD ANNUAL WHITE BEAR
AAMJIWNAANG : : MIAWPUKEK FIRST NATIONS FIRST NATIONS
POWWOW Canada Day# TRADITIONAL GATHERING 2003 SUMMER ’
June 28 - 29, 2003 = POWWOW July 4 - 6, 2003 CELEBRATION s
Sarnia, ON # July3 - 6, 2003 Kamloops, BC 2003 ¥
(519) 336-2968 Conne River, NL (250) 374-8196 July 4 - 6, 2003 N
(709) 882-2710 ' White Bear, SK E
(306) 577-2426
or (306) 577-2461 1
Independence >
29 3 | Day (USA) 4 5 =
2 s
WAHPETON 2003 SASKATCHEWAN FIRST NATIONS TRADITIONAL POWWOW *‘i
DAKOTA NATION SUMMER GAMES July 11 - 13, 2003 %
POWWOW July 5 - 10, 2003 Sagamok First Nation, ON : -
July 4 - 6, 2003 Flying Dust First Nation, SK (705) 865-2171 ®e
Wahpeton Dakota First (306) 236-4437 or 1-888-236-4437 ‘
Nation, SK ; f .
(306) 764-6649 £ -
A f«-;""
‘{« 4
<.

TOLL FREE: 1-866-328-5070 OR FAX: 1-204-667-9381 o -
OVER 1000 NEW & USED CARS, TRUCKS & MINI-VANS paymen*55399“?e“‘

® o
Aboriginal FINANCING THROUGH: 2 ing 2t
A uto Ford Credit, GMAC, Royal Bank, Scotia Bank, TD and other lenders L :

DELIVERY IN THREE WORKING DAYS : L >

CO““QC“O" ASK ABOUT OUR REFERRAL FEE 1 B | | 2
1-866-328-5070 - e

“Division of Birchwood Automotive”
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By Margo Little
Windspeaker Contributor

MANITOULIN ISLAND, Ont.

Two Ecuadorian healers, who
faced criminal charges for their
part in the death of a 71-year-old
Wikwemikong woman in 2001,
were in court on April 24.

After determined plea-bargain-
ing involving the Ontario Crown
attorney, the federal Crown attor-
ney and three defence lawyers,
Juan and Edgar Uyunkar pled
guilty to administering a noxious
substance and trafficking in a
controlled substance. Criminal
negligence charges were with-
drawn. ,

All charges against Maria
Ventura, the Portuguese woman
who served as the Spanish trans-
lator for the healers, also accused
of administering a noxious sub-
stance and trafficking in a con-
trolled substance, were dropped.

The charges were laid after Jean
(Jane) Maiangowi collapsed dur-
ing a healing ceremony con-
ducted by the Ecuadorian medi-

cine men. The woman died Okct.
19, 2001 after ingesting a solu-
tion of natem, tobacco and wa-
ter.

Natem is commonly used in
South American healing prac-
tices. Because of its hallucino-
genic properties it is listed as a
prohibited substance (harmaline)
under Canada’s Controlled Drugs
and Substances Act.

A hush fell over the courtroom
on sentencing day, April 25, as
Ontario Justice Gerald Michel
meted out a 12-month condi-
tional sentence to be followed by
12 months of probation to 50-
year-old Juan.

In addition, he will be required
to complete 150 hours of com-
munity service and remain in
Ontario unless otherwise author-
ized by the court. He is prohib-
ited from conducting any holis-
tic or healing ceremonies where
unlawful substances are used. A
curfew was also imposed.

Justice Michel suggested that
the father of 12 should petition
the court after Nov. 15 for per-
mission to visit his family in Ec-

uador. If Juan Uyunkar is allowed

J

Juan Uyunkar, a 50-year-old shaman from Ecuador, speaks with
an-unidentified supporter outside a Manitoulin Island.court.
Uyunkar and his son were sentenced for their part in the death
of a 7 l-year-old woman who ingested an illegal substance as
part of a healing ceremony performed by the Ecuadorians.

to travel to his home country, he

must return within 30 days.
Meanwhile, his passport re-

mains with police. If he breaks

any of the conditions, the sen-
tence will be converted o jail
time.

Justice Michel said he was sat-

Community divided on imported

By Margo Little
Windspeaker Contributor

MANITOULIN ISLAND, Ont.

Strong and disparate feelings
were roused by the recent sen-
tencing of an Ecuadorian shaman
and his son on charges that
stemmed from the death of a 71-
year-old woman who took part in
a healing ceremony the men were
conducting.

The issues raised by the case
against Juan and Edgar Uyunkar
divided First Nation communi-
ties across the country and par-
ticularly on the Wikwemikong
Unceded Indian Reserve in On-
tario’ where Jean (Jane)
Maiangowi collapsed after ingest-
ing a solution of natem, tobacco
and water provided by the medi-
cine men.

Some people rallied around the
Ecuadorians, forming a commit-
tee to raise funds to defray costs
for their 18-month legal battle.
Others criticized the local health
centre for bringing in outsiders
when the community has tradi-
tional healers of its own. But now
that the case is behind us, what
remains to be seen is if the out-
come will deter the practice of
Aboriginal traditional medicine
in Canada.

The Crown alleged that Juan
Uyunkar brought South Ameri-
can vines containing harmaline
into the country.

“Harmaline and its hallucino-
genic properties are inherently
dangerous to anyone who con-
sumes them,” said federal Crown
attorney Joe Chapman. He
noted, however, that the case was
not a typical drug prosecution.

“This is not trafficking for

... | T]here are some cautions that
the Elders advise we take. As you
solicit people to come from other
cultures, you need to understand
that the cultural system that exists
[there] might not be easily trans-
portable . .. You have to have that

understanding.”

profit,” Chapman emphasized.
“This is the administering of a
drug for healing and medicinal
purposes. In this particular case,
the accused was not motivated by
profit, was not part of organized
crime as is often associated with
cases of this type.”

The Crown assured the court
the prosecution was not brought
to debate the merits of traditional,
holistic medicine.

“The question before the court
is what are the limits that should
be placed on holistic medicine.
The federal government clearly
stipulates that certain substances
and chemicals are not to be pos-
sessed or distributed,” he said.

Both the provincial and federal
Crown claimed the accused were
well aware of the properties of the
solution they administered to par-
ticipants in the healing rituals.

“The primary concern of the
federal Crown is that Juan and
Edgar Uyunkar not ever be al-
lowed to administer similar sub-
stances in Canada again,”
Chapman said. “It is the concern
of the federal Crown that anyone
who engages in holistic medicine
be well aware and very familiar
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—Larry Jourdain

with all the prohibited substances
as contained in the Controlled
Drugs and Substances Act.”

After a plea bargain that saw
other charges against the men
dropped, the Uyunkars pled guilty
on April 24 to administering a
noxious substance and to traffick-
ing in a controlled substance. In
sentencing the Shuar healers, Jus-
tice Gerald Michel said, “It is nec-
essary to bring home to all natu-
ral healers the message that they
have to be careful with reference
to the use of controlled substances
and their consequences.”

It is too soon to determine if the
ruling will send a chill through the
Indigenous medicine community,
but some observers are beginning
to offer their opinions.

Karen . Manitowabi, a
Wikwemikong writer and com-
munity worker, acknowledges that
the prosecution has had a great
impact on the community.

“For a year-and-a-half it was very
quiet,” she said. “It wasn’t spoken
about openly. It is a very touchy
subject, because you feel sympathy
for both sides. My heart goes out to
both parties in the case.”

She believes the outcome of the

=s Windspeaker =

prosecution “might slow down
the exchange of medicines be-

~cause people will be hesitant and

take more precautions.”

Manitowabi is a strong sup-
porter of cultural exchange
among First Nations.

“The medicines are unique to
cach area,” she said. “There is a
great benefit to sharing with
other communities. Along the
way we have lost or forgotten
some of the knowledge. By meet-
ing with people from other cul-
tures it helps to revive the knowl-
edge.”

Wikwemikong resident Randy
Trudeau also supports cultural
exchange as a way to enrich and
expand tribal knowledge.

“It is a good thing to invite
people from other cultures,” he
said. “Historically, that is how we
shared our medicines, such as
sweetgrass, sage and tobacco.
Nowadays it is more important
than ever to share this knowl-
edge.”

In his view, a prosecution was
not the appropriate response to
the matter.

“The healers were in the wrong
place at the wrong time. In our
community some people felt the
Justice system should take over
and go through proper channels,
but I feel we should have worked
with them on what happened
and then just sent them home.”

Trudeau believes the use of a
community restorative justice
model would have been a more
appropriate way to deal with the
tragic results of the ceremony.

Larry Jourdain, a family serv-
ices worker from the Fort
Frances area, agreed the prosecu-
tion might “put a tension or con-
cern in the community.” How-
ever, he remains a firm believer

isfied that Juan’s son Edgar, 22,
was working under the direction
of his father when the death of
Maiangowi occurred.

“Because you have been away
from your family for 18 months
and for your lesser responsibility
for these offences, you will be sen-
tenced to one day, time served,
and probation of six months,” he
said. As soon as finances are ar-
ranged, Edgar Uyunkar is to re-
turn to Ecuador.

In rendering his decision, Jus-
tice Michel described the matter
as “a next to impossible case to
defend or prosecute. This case is
so very difficult,” he said. “Be-
cause we have to try to measure
the drastic consequences of a spir-
itual ceremony by temporal
means.

“The sentence cannot and will
not satisfy everyone because of
the conflicting principles between
the spiritual and the temporal,
but I must mete out a penalty,”
he said.

Before closing court, Justice
Michel thanked the local com-
munity for “the respect they have
shown the court.”

healing

in the expansion of cultural
knowledge through exchange.

“I strongly support such activ-
ity,” he said during a recent visjt
to Manitoulin. “But there are
some cautions that the Elders
advise we take. As you solicit peo-
ple to come from other cultures,
you need to understand that the
cultural system that exists [there]
might not be easily transportable
. .. You have to have that under-
standing,” he said.

In his territory, the Elders have
the utmost respect for Western
medical practices, he said. They
always advise patients to check
with conventional doctors, as well
as Indigenous practitioners. In
addition, the medicine lodges
have established policies govern-
ing use of traditional medicine
and have set out guidelines for
healers.

Calgary motivational speaker,
Bea Shawanda, doubts the Ecua-
dorian case will be a setback to
advocates of traditional healing.
In fact, the high profile case “may
even strengthen our resolve to
share our medicines,” she said. “It
may serve to validate what we al-
ready know.”

She acknowledges that some
communities may be “really rigid
or closed and stuck in black and
white thinking” about such is-
sues. “Some people are torn be-
tween the traditional ways and
mainstream ways, so there may be
some caution, but overall the out-
come will support our ways in the
long run,” she said.

She also suggested “it is neces-
sary to be mindful of the continu-
ing evolution of First Nations
culture and the fact that every-
one is in a different place on their
healing path.”

(see Local page 23.)
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By Paul Barnsley
Windspeaker Staff Writer
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At odds over the FNGA

By Paul Barnsley
Windspeaker Staff Writer

OTTAWA

Paul Martin, the man who most
people think will be Canada’s next
prime minister, dropped a bomb-
shell on Indian Affairs Minister
Robert Nault on May 3 in Edmon-
ton during a televised Liberal lead-
ership debate.

Martin said he would not imple-
ment Bill C-7, Nault’s First Nations
governance act (FNGA), describ-
ing it a “severely poisoned” piece
of legislation.

Deputy Prime Minister John
Manley, Heritage Minister Sheila
Copps and former Finance minis-
ter Paul Martin are all vying to re-
place Prime Minister Jean Chrétien
when he retires next February. The
leadership candidates were asked to
explain the extent to which they
supported the FENGA in its current
form and how they intended to
improve relations with all Aborigi-
nal people.

Manley got the first crack at the
question.

“I've heard the concerns. What
hear is that everyone agrees on one
thing and that is that accountabil-
ity and transparency is important,”
he said. “It’s a question of how that
accountability is enacted and
whether it’s being forced on First
Nations communities or whether
it can be done in a more co-opera-
tive and more efficient fashion. I
think we should let the parliamen-
tary process review the legislation.
If it's adopted and if it’s imple-
mented in something like its cur-
rent form, I would undertake as
prime minister to review it with
First Nations communities, to
change it if change is necessary.”

Then Martin dropped his bomb.

“The governments legislation is
essentially an example of how you
take what is a very good issue and
turn it in to a bit of a quagmire.
Everybody agrees. Every chief I've
talked to, every Canadian I've
talked to agrees that accountabil-
ity, transparency and good govern-
ance are absolutely crucial. The
problem is whether it’s the failure
to-consult, and I don’t know where
the blame lies for this; the fact is
the well has been severely poisoned
in terms of this piece of legislation.
I do not believe that the bill should
proceed to vote as it is now,” he
said, to applause. “If it does, this
piece of legislation will simply lead
to a decade of court cases, lawyers’
fees that will delay, that will delay
inevitably the accountability and
the transparency that everybody
wants to see.

Acknowledging he was aware he
was speaking against his own gov-
ernment, party and prime minis-
ter, he quickly reassured the Liber-

Marti

als in the audience that he would

not bring the government down
over the issue.

“Now, if the government decides
to push forward with this particu-
lar bill as a matter of confidence,
brings it to a vote as a matter of
confidence, then I will not vote to
bring down the government. But
let us be very clear, there is a three-
year, as a result of a recent amend-
ment, implementation phase to
this bill, and I will not implement
this bill as it is. And I will ask the
First Nations leadership to work
with me. On the other hand, let’s
be very clear. We are going to bring
in accountability, transparency and
good governance. And I will ask the
First Nations to work with me to
make sure that within the shortest
time period possible, perhaps
within the implementation period,
by building up the capacity to deal
with accountability, that, in fact, we
do bring in the principles without
further delay,” he said.

Over the next few days Nault
heard other voices of dissent from
the Liberal caucus. Six other Lib-
eral parliamentarians questioned
the value of the FNGA process
during a panel discussion at an As-
sembly of First Nations (AFN)
meeting. Liberal senators Charlie
Watt, Willie Adams and Nick
Sibbeston, and Liberal MPs Rick
Laliberte, Clifford Lincoln and
John Godfrey, encouraged First
Nation people to keep fighting the
federal government on the govern-
ance legislation.
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ANN HANSON

| do not believe that the bill
should proceed to vote as it is now.
If it does, this piece of legislation
will simply lead to a decade of
court cases, lawyers’ fees that will
delay, that will delay inevitably the
accountability and the transpar-
ency that everybody wants to see.”

The fact that the Canadian Bar
Association, Canada’s auditor gen-
eral, the Canadian Race Relations
Foundation, ecumenical church
leaders, the authors of the Harvard
Study on Sovereignty and Nation
Building, and now Martin, the
front-runner in the Liberal leader-
ship race, have all spoken against
the bill is a sign to the AFN it is
winning the war against the
FNGA.

Nault, however, insists the grass-
roots people are on his side.

“In assessing the bill and the
positions of those opposed to it,
one should take care not to meas-
ure this government’s relationship
with First Nations people on the
basis of our relationship with
Grand Chief [Matthew] Coon
Come,” he said. “For, it’s my view
that the position of the AFN lead-
ership is clearly out of synch with
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—Paul Martin

those of the people for whom they
claim to speak. Many First Nations
people are too frightened to speak
of their support of the bill for fear
of reprisals.”

Meanwhile, the governance bill
is limping along at the standing
committee as New Democratic
Party, Canadian Alliance and Bloc
Quebecois members try to stretch
out the committee’s examination of
the bill until the summer recess.

AFN sources that asked not to
be named say the Liberal Party has
promised to shorten the session of
Parliament and thereby lengthen
the summer break in exchange for
alittle co-operation on the bill. But
the Opposition parties have assured
the AFN they will not play that
game.

There are more than enough pro-
posed amendments to the bill to
keep the standing committee from

YVONNE IRENE GLADUE

(Above) Protests against the proposed First Nations
governance act are cropping up across the country,
like this one held in Edmonton on May 7. (Left)
NDP MP Pat Martin speaks to First Nations
governance act protesters gathered on Parliament
Hill. Martin fillibustered the Standing Committee
on Aboriginal Affairs dealing with the FNGA, to
stall discussions that would have seen the act fast-
tracked through to the Senate and then on to the
House of Commons for a vote.

~

wrapping up its report on the
FNGA even if it worked all sum-
mer. The worry is that the Liberals
may call for a vote in the House of
Commons that would compel the
committee to report even if it is not
finished its work.

It’s a rarely used tactic that would
use up a lot of political capital,
Ottawa insiders say. The prime
minister has several pieces of legis-
lation he wishes to see passed be-
fore he retires. It’s believed the
FNGA is near, but not at the top
of that list. To add to the intrigue,
talk has surfaced around Ottawa
that, if the prime minister were to
resort to the forced vote, the Mar-
tin supporters might stay away.
AFN political staff figure that if
Martin and 41 of his supporters
boycotted the vote, the government
could be defeated, which would
require an immediate federal elec-
tion.

AFN sources say the battle is
unfolding “hour by hour.”

The stakes are very high. Come
the fall, delegates to the Liberal
leadership convention must declare
who they are supporting on the first
ballot. Its anticipated that, from
that moment on, Paul Martin will
be the de facto prime minister even
though Chrétien is still in office.
The party is aware of the difficul-
ties that scenario would create and
pressure has been quietly applied
on the prime minister to hasten his
departure. Given Martin’s com-
ments, that would be the end of
the FNGA.

Page[9]

4
:

- -

&Y
-

}

! Aos A AN d
- -N%..;. s A
(R S

[
Bl g

-

LR L EAR TR R

ol

L L&

(X



"k 3
e w W wI® e e e

& o vf‘,
(A

YRR S

PREE LR RS

i
~

RS ROIERR A

A L

PSR RS VLY § L KL AL 4408

KR AR TS G SR RO

[ national news ]

~ Lawyer says INAC holding monies hostage

By Paul Barnsley
Windspeaker Staff Writer

MONTREAL

When Marilyn Buffalo, a mem-
ber and employee of Alberta’s
Samson Cree Nation, revealed that
her council had spent, as of Febru-
ary, $50 million in its legal fight
against the federal Crown in an oil
and gas trust monies lawsuit, some
were shocked by the amount.

Samson lawyer James O’Reilly
says there’s a lot to be shocked
about in this case, but that dollar
figure is far from being at the top
of the list.

For more than a decade, Samson
has been trying to gain control of
more than $400 million of its own
oil and gas money that is being held
in trust by the Department of In-
dian Affairs. Many Samson sources
have complained long and hard
about the tactics they’re facing in
this long and complex legal battle.

After seeing the report of what
the battle had cost the Samson na-
tion so far, O’Reilly decided the
time had come to tell the public
just what he’s seeing in this case. In
a conversation that had a tone that
was far from the careful and con-
servative pronouncements usually
uttered by lawyers in the midst of
a court battle, the Montreal-based
lawyer called it as he sees it during
a recent interview with
Windspeaker. This is the second
instaliment of that interview. The
first was printed in Windspeaker's
April edition.
~ He acknowledged he was on
controversial ground several times
during the interview. His last words
to Windspeaker showed as much.

“Don’t worry about printing
what I've said,” he said. “We've
been in this long enough, 14 years.
And if [the government lawyers]
want to make a move, let them
make a move.”

He said Samson has been,
among other things, the victim of
inflexible government policies.

“If you have two cents to your
credit as a band in your capital ac-
count or $400 million, you’re
treated exactly the same way. And
that’s the Indian Act system on the

James O'Reilly

so-called management of the mon-
ies. The only thing we can figure
out is that the feds are so jealously
holding onto the Indian Act that
is damn the consequences,” he
said.

Samson founded its own finan-
cial institution, Peace Hills Trust,
to hold and manage its own mon-
ies, he said, but Samson hasn’t been
able to convince Indian Affairs to
release the money after more than

"It’s blackmail. You can ﬁgﬁmm me

without any hesitation. |

say it's

blackmail. The federal position in
regard to holding on to Samson
monies, it's illegal, it's wrong, it’s
abominable and, as far as I'm con-
cerned, it's totally unjustified under
any theory that you want to put it

in—legal, political, moral, ethical.

20 years.

The Crown argues it can't release
the money, because it has trust ob-
ligations. But O’Reilly points out
that in other cases the Crown ar-
gues it isn't a trustee. If the Crown
has a fiduciary obligation then it s
vulnerable to many legal claims,
but it has fought against any sug-
gestion that it is liable for those
claims in many court cases. He ac-
cused the Crown of being incon-

it

sistent and self-serving in its argu-
ments.

“If you label it a land claim set-
tlement, whether it’s Indians or
Inuit, they can handle their own
funds. That's OK. But because
these people are under the Indian
Act system, they say it’s impossible
to get [the money] out without
changes to the Indian Act. There-
fore they say, ‘If you guys agree that
we can change the Indian Act and

By Paul Barnsley
Windspeaker Staff Writer

CALGARY

Lawyers acting for the federal
Crown will introduce a story
published in Windspeaker’s
April edition as evidence in Vic-
tor Buffalo versus the Queen,
the landmark oil and gas case
launched by the Samson Cree
Nation.

Samson sources claim the
move by the Crown is part of a
strategy to convince Justice
Max Teitelbaum that Samson
lawyers are wasting the court’s
time with a motion to sub-
poena Prime Minister Jean
Chrétien and Indian Affairs
Minister Robert Nault as wit-
nesses.

A short note from Alan D.
Macleod, the Calgary lawyer
retained by the Crown to de-
fend its interests in the Samson
case, simply states that the news

Windspeaker story evidence in Samson case

story, which was based on an in-
terview with Samson lawyer
James O’Reilly, will be brought
to the court’s attention during the
subpoena application. The note
was addressed to O’Reilly and
Edward Molstad, who represent
Samson, and Marvin Storrow,
who represents the Ermineskin
First Nation, in the action.

Macleod was contacted by
phone for comment. He said the
story ventured out of the legal and
into the political realm, and poli-
tics is something of which the
court can't take notice.

“We had no problem with the
story; no problem with its accu-
racy. We just want to point out
that Samson shouldn’t be using
political tools in this court,” he
said.

Marilyn Buffalo, a spokesper-

son for Samson, said the govern-
ment is employing a double
standard with this move.

“The government has access to
a very large machine, a muld-
million-dollar machine, that

Indians, very manipulative in-

churns out information about

formation, on a daily basis.
About Victor Buffalo versus the
Queen, about C-7 (the First
Nations governance act), about
C-19 (the First Nations finan-
cial institutions legislation) and
on and on,” she said. “So why
shouldn’t our people be as in-
formed from our perspective
about current events as the rest
of Canada? Windspeaker is a
national newspaper that enters
the home of many First Nations
people. And our people are en-
titled to that information, the
same as anybody else.”
Samson sources expect the
Crown will argue that the move
to call the prime minister and
the Indian Affairs minister is
“frivolous and vexatious” and
an attempt to raise the media
profile of the case. Arguments
began on May 12 over the
Samson application to sub-
poena Nault and Chrétien. No
decision has been released.

St

Council for the Advancement of
Native Development Officers
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if you agree to our self-government
legislation or a money management
bill, then we can do it. So it be-
comes an enticement to get people
to agree to [the governments] vi-
sion of what federal legislation
should be for Indians,” he said.

Windspeaker asked if O'Reilly
was saying the government is hold-
ing Samson’s money hostage.

“You can quote me on that.
There is absolutely no doubt, not
a scintilla of a doubt in my mind
that they are using it to try to keep
the Samson nation in a position of
dependency vis-a-vis them. It's an
abuse of power so far as I'm con-
cerned. And [the money] is being
used as a hostage, literally, and
there’s no excuse for it,” he an-
swered. “It goes against every prin-
ciple that [the government] es-
pouses supposedly for self-determi-
nation-and self-government. It goes
against the Penner Report. It goes
against the Royal Commission re-
ports. It goes against basic horse
common sense. All they have to say
is ‘Give us some assurance that
you're going to protect it for future
generations and then it’s your busi-
ness. Your people. Your future. You
decide.’

“It’s blackmail. You can quote me
without any hesitation. I say it’s
blackmail. The federal position in
regard to holding onto Samson
monies, its illegal, it’s wrong, it’s
abominable and, as far as I'm con-
cerned, it’s totally unjustified un-
der any theory that you want to put
it in—legal, political, moral, ethi-
cal. It can't be justified. Thete’s ab-

solutely no excuse for it. That just

goes to prove again to me why the

federal government is fighting the
Samson people, who are one of the
few groups that can stand up to
them and have stood up to them
for 14 years, because they're very
concerned that it will cut into their
power. Right now they control.
They control the whole legislative
scheme by being in the position
that they can dictate to alot of First
Nations that if they don’t toe the
line then they’ll throw in a third-
party manager or you better behave
or else. He who pays the piper calls
the tune. They can’t do that with
Samson.”
(see Samson page 20.)
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Looks like a
Campa

By Paul Barnsley_
Windspeaker Staff Writer

EDMON’

Prospective candidates fo
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Looks like a three-horse race

Campaign for national chief officially begins

By Paul Barnsley
Windspeaker Staff Writer

EDMONTON

Prospective candidates for the
position of Assembly of First Na-
tions national chief have until
midnight June 11 to get the pa-
perwork in to electoral officer
Bob Johnson to be on the ballot
this July in Edmonton.

The spending limit for a cam-
paign, as set out in the 1990 ver-
sion of the Assembly of First Na-
tions’ charter, is $35,000. That’s
what it costs to go after the
$125,000 a year, tax-exempt sal-
ary that comes with the AFN’s
top job. The headaches you take
on are part of the bargain.

Thirty-five thousand dollars is
not a lot of money as political
campaigns go, but it’s just a large
enough sum a candidate has to
raise that careful First Nation
political observers can spot just
who might be getting ready to
make a run.

One thing everybody knows for
sure is that Matthew Coon Come
is going to run for a second term.

He announced that several
months ago. He’s the only offi-
cial candidate so far.

But reliable sources in Mani-
toba say Phil Fontaine, who was
unseated by Coon Come in 2000
in Ottawa, is getting ready to vie
for his old job. They say he has
already informed his closest sup-
porters he will enter the race.
Fontaine is currently the chief
commissioner of the Indian
Claims Commission.

For several weeks it looked like
it was going to be a two-man
showdown, a rematch of 2000
when you consider that the other
two candidates, Marilyn Buffalo
and Lawrence Martin, were not
really factors. But then, in mid-
May, word reached Windspeaker
that Six Nations of the Grand
River (Ontario) Chief Roberta
Jamieson had made up her mind
to join the race.

Scott Cavan, communications
officer for Six Nations' council,
was asked if the rumors were true.

“In response to your inquiry as
to whether or not Chief Roberta
Jamieson is running for the of-
fice of national chief, I can tell
you that Chief Jamieson is being

Awards recognize

IQALUIT, Nunavut

The efforts of two women to
protect and promote traditional
Inuit languages were officially rec-
ognized recently, when they re-
ceived the first-ever Inuktitut/
Inuinnaqtun Language Awards.

Gwen Ohokak of Cambridge
Bay received the Inuinnaqtun
Language Award for her efforts to

develop the first Inuinnaqtun dic-
tionary, while the Inuktitut Lan-
guage Award went to Eelee
Higgins for her work promoting
the use of Inuktitut among her
students at Joamie school in
Iqaluit. Both women are also in-
volved in other projects aimed at
preserving and promoting tradi-
tional language use among
Nunavummiut.

| national news ]

ANN ANSO
Roberta Jamieson, chief of Six Nations of the Grand River near Brantford, Ont., hasn't officially

declared, but sources say she is readying for a run for the top job of the Assembly of First
Nations. Elections will be held in July in Edmonton.

But the sources are solid, well
connected and they’re certain
she’s going to run.

commitment to language

The awards were presented as
part of Inuktitut Uqauttin (lan-
guage week). Ohokak received
her award from Peter Kilabuk,
Nunavut Minister of Culture,
Language, Elders and Youth on
April 27 at a gathering in Cam-
bridge Bay’s community hall.
The minister presented Higgins
her award on May 2 at Joamie
school.

lobbied a great deal to run for na-  Roberta Jamieson is a declared
tional chief, but at this time, I candidate for the office of na-
cannot confirm that Chief tional chief,” he replied by‘email.

“These awards support the
Department of Culture,Lan-
guage, Elders and Youth’s, man-
date to protect and promote tra-
ditional Inuit languages, but we
cannot do it alone,” the minis-
ter said.

“The real effort comes at the
community level. There are
many people who contribute to
the richness of our Inuit lan-

guage and the Inuktitut/
Inuinnaqtun Language Awards
program seeks to recognize these
people.”

The department plans to hand
the awards out annually during
language week. Nomination
forms for next year’s awards can
be obtained by calling 1-866-
934-2035, or by e-mailing a re-

quest to cley@gov.nu.ca.

“We need to greatly expaned our

educational systen, to give the
traditional knowledge and values
JSrom oty Ancestors its proper
place. We need a whole new
generation of Aboriginal fisheries
scientists.”
— Chief Simon Lucas

A great role model. Chief
Simon Lucas, from the
Nuu-Chah-Nulth Nation, and
Co-Chair of the BC Aboriginal
Fisheries Commission,
receiving dan Honorary
Doctorate for his lifetime
services to fisheries
conservation. UBC, May 2002,
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ABORIGINAL FISHERIES
STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP

|CA Associates Can Help You

Learn skills to lead
effective meetings

Build vision and consensus

Improve the work of boards
within the community.

/" councils and working groups

Form community development
plans that get results.

Learn new tools to use in
facilitating teams to thei

Yl g i el This is a comprehenSive,

“grass roots” approach to

Become a strong, effective
Community Development

Supported by Fisberies and Oceans Canada

UBC Fisheries Centre is pleased to announce funding for an Aboriginal
Masters or PhD student doing research on aquatic ecosystems and fisheries.

THE OPPORTUNITY: The enrolment of Aboriginal Masters and
PhD students is a priority of a 1997 Memorandum of Agreement
between UBC Fisheries Centre www fisheries.ubc.ca, UBC First

Develop productive dialogue in
disputes and negotiations.

Create effective, sustainable }
strategie

Utilize methods that lead to | Move from conflict to consensus.

action and commitment. |

Utilize a method of conciliation 4
that is both natural and
healthful.

The methods allow for: |
improved communication {

Nations House of Learning www.longhouse.ubc.ca and BC

expanded responsibility |
immediate

Aboriginal Fisheries Commission www.bcafc.org.

VALUE: $21,000/year plus research support costs. Renewable for

another two years.

APPLICATION DEADLINE: June 30, 2003 for g’eptember, 2003

admission.

CONTACT: Fisheries Centre Graduate Student Secretary, by email
at office@fisheries.ubc.ca or by telephone at (604) 822-2731.

implementation }

Coursesare

available in

Edmonton, Calgary,

Regina, Saskatoon, |

Winnipeg, Waterloo, '

Toronto, Ottawa, | i Call us now for more information.
|

Montreal. Please contact either Janis or VWayne at.

All of our courses l | Toll Free outside of Toronto:

have one hour of [ 1-877-691-1ICA(1-877-691-1422)

FREE coaching withm ] In Toronto: TEL416-691-2316 FAX 416-691-2491
E.MAIL ica@icacan.ca

6 months of your tak- : -
ing the course. ASSOCIATES I please visit our website at www.icacan.ca

Deadline for advertising in the July edition of Windspeaker is June 26, 2003

...see page 3 for details
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[ national news ]

C-31 class action
modified by judge

By Paul Barnsley
Windspeaker Staff Writer

TORONTO

Connie Perron’s $400-million
claim against the federal govern-
ment for rights lost as a result of
Bill C-31 was restructured by an
Ontario Superior Court of Justice
judge. The details of Justice Colin
L. Campbell’s decision were re-
leased May 9.

Perron and her lawyer, Mary
Eberts, were secking to have the
case certified as a class action, so
that all people who allege their
Aboriginal and human rights
were violated by the Department
of Indian Affairs’ membership
regulations could seek compen-
sation. Primarily affected are First
Nation women and their chil-
dren.

Perron is from the Tyendinaga
First Nation near Belleville, Ont.
Eberts, a Toronto-based lawyer,
informed Windspeaker that Justice
Campbell has ruled that the case
is not yet ready for certification
as a class action. It will proceed
as a “representative action.” That
means that any decision in the
case will be seen by the courtasa
precedent for “all other persons
in the same situation so that the
basic points will not have to be
re-litigated again and again by
countless families and individu-
als,” Eberts said.

The judge struck out the claim
that the Crown had committed a
breach of its fiduciary duty and
postponed to a later stage of the
trial the question of claiming
damages for breach of Charter

rights.

The case will now focus on three
main areas: 1) Does Section 6 of
the Indian Act, which was enacted
by Bill C-31, violate the freedom
of association and equality provi-
sions of the Charter of Rights and
Freedoms? 2) Does Section 6 vio-
late the guarantees of Aboriginal
rights in Section 35 of the Con-
stitution Act? 3) Does Section 6
violate sections of the Canadian
Bill of Rights that deal with equal-
ity before the law?

Eberts said the ruling means the
“second generation cut-off” cre-
ated by Section 6-2 of the Indian
Act can still be challenged. First
Nation leaders say the second gen-
eration cut-off is a device used by
governments to reduce the
number of people who are recog-
nized as status Indians.

“We had mixed success,” Eberts
said of the ruling. “Although the
judge did not allow the case to
proceed as a class action at this
time, he stated that the Perrons
could return to court at a later
stage and request permission for
class action status. If the court ul-
timately finds that the Indian Act
does violate the Charter of Rights,
a class action may be necessary and
appropriate to deal with the issue
of what damages might be owing
for the Charter breach.”

The parties in the case will now
move on to the production and
discovery stage. Both sides must
disclose documentation they feel
is relevant to the case to the other
side. Eberts expects the Crown will
produce hundreds or even thou-
sands of documents. No date has
been set for the resumption of
court hearings.

No coroner’s inquest
for Dudley George

By Paul Barnsley
Windspeaker Staff Writer

TORONTO

The regional supervising coroner
for southwestern Ontario has de-
cided not to call a coroner’s inquest
into the death of Dudley George.

George was killed by Ontario
Provincial Police (OPP) officer,
Acting Sgt. Kenneth Deane, dur-
ing a protest Sept. 6, 1995 at
Ipperwash Provincial Park.

Coroner Thomas Wilson in-
formed Pierre George, Dudley’s
brother, of his decision in a letter
dated May 5. Pierre George pro-
vided a copy of that letter to
Windspeaker.

George disagreed with some of
the findings Wilson used to come
to his decision..

OPP  detective  Mark
Armstrong conducted an inves-
tigation for the coroner’s office
after hearing Pierre George's con-
cerns about how things were han-

e —————

dled that September night after he
had arrived at the hospital with his
injured brother.

In his letter, Wilson reminded
George that the detective had
come to the conclusion that medi-
cal care for the mortally injured
Dudley George was delayed only
“three to five minutes between
when you arrived at the hospital
and when Dudley was taken in-
side the hospital for assessment
and treatment.”

George had complained that
police prevented the hospital staff
from providing immediate care.
OPP were more concerned, he
said, to arrest George, his sister
Carolyn and J.T. Cousins, another
passenger. The three drove Dudley
to the hospital in the back of a car
that was riding on three tires and
a rim, while police vehicles tracked
its progress and did not offer as-
sistance. All three were initially
charged with attempted murder.
Those charges were subsequently
dropped.

(see Public page 21.)
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CESO Aboriginal Services

CESO Aboriginal Services is a volunteer-based, not-for-profit
organization founded in 1969 to promote and extend the
economic and social growth and well-being of the Aboriginal
peoples of Canada. With six regional offices, CESO handles
requests for assistance from Aboriginal businesses, individuals,
organizations and communities.

CAN WE HELP YOU?

L Do you have a business in need of advice and services?

U Areyou a community requiring services such as financial management, health delivery, education,
and governance or water quality management?

Q Do you require temporary or ongoing mentorship for a student, a business or an organization?

[ WHAT SERVICES DO WE OFFER?

The services provided by CESO Aboriginal Services fall into four main sectors:

Business Support Services

Working with entrepreneurs, organizations and communities etc. in the areas of marketing/feasibility
studies, business plans, lands and resources, funding etc.

General Administration/Organizational Development

Working with communities, organizations, businesses etc. in relation to financial and accounting
systems, pre-audit reviews, audits, human resource development, manufacturing quality control etc.

Community Services, Planning and Resource Management
Working with communities in the areas of housing, education, health, communj
quality assessment, land use planning etc.

Governance/Leadership Workshops
Working with senior levels of Bands, Communities, Board of Directors e
resolution, roles and responsibilities, communications, how to govern etc

out?
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Serving Aboriginal
communities for 20 years.
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News, editorials, columns, humour, features and

much more — it's all in every issue of Windspeaker.

A new edition at your home or office every month
for the low price of $40.00 (plus $2.80 GST) per year.

SEND CHEQUE OR MONEY ORDER TO:
AMMSA
13245 - 146 Street, Edmonton, Alberta T5L 4S8
Telephone: (780) 455-2700 Fax: (780) 455-7639
OR CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-661-5469 with your Visa or Mastercard number.

CCCCCCCCCCC‘CCCCCC.CCCCOCOCCCCOCCCCCCOOQCCCCOCCCC'COCC

YES, send my copy of Windspeaker to:
NAME

COMPANY
ADDRESS
TOWNI/CITY
PROVINCE/STATE
POSTAL/ZIP
PHONE

$20 charge for all N.S.F. cheques

Subscriptions to USA $52

Windspeaker the most respected Aboriginal publication in Canada

featuring award-winning coverage of the news and events important to Aboriginal people.

Wwuw.ammsa.com
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[ news ]

Indigenous veterans fighting for justice

By Paul Barnsley
Windspeaker Staff Writer

SUVA, Fiji

The lack of respect shown for
Indigenous people in uniform is
not a uniquely Canadian prob-
lem. :

First Nations armed forces
members returned home from
war to Canada to face discrimi-
nation, receiving lower benefits
than their non-Native comrades.
And they've had to engage in long
sessions of cut-throat negotiations
with Canadian officials for just a
fraction of what they were denied
because of their race.

But at least they haven’t been
turned into ticking biological
time bombs.

Tekoti Rotan is secretary-treas-
urer of the Fiji Nuclear Test Vet-
erans Association (FNTVA). He
joined the Fijian Reserve Navy in
1955. In 1958, he was sent to
Christmas Island. Shortly after his
arrival, the British government
detonated several nuclear weap-
ons on the other side of the is-

Chiefs

By Erin Culhane
Windspeaker Contributor

SQUAMISH FIRST NATION,
B.C.

The Assembly of First Nations
(AFN) Confederacy was scheduled
for May 6 to 8, but finished ahead
of time on the second evening.

Addressing about 200 people,
National Chief Matthew Coon
Come broached the subject of Bill
C-7, saying the First Nations gov-
ernance act “hangs like a shadow
over all our confederacies and as-

Ford

Tekoti Rotan

land, just 24 miles away from here
he was stationed. He and his ap-
proximately 300 comrades, all Fi-
jian sailors, saw the mushroom
clouds. They were not issued pro-
tective clothing, they say.

Like the Deline Dene men of

Canada’s North, who carried the
uranium used to make nuclear
weapons in burlap sacks thrown
over their unprotected shoulders,
the Indigenous Fijians were care-
lessly exposed to radiation while
their non-Native bosses were not.
The village in Canada’s Northwest
Territories, where the Deline

00Kk to revamp

semblies,” but said the chiefs had
other important work to do.
“You can look at the program for
this confederacy and see the many
pressing issues we have to deal with:
housing, health, youth and Elders,
finding justice and resolution for
our veterans and -our residential
school survivors. We have not for-
gotten these important issues. I wish
we could devote all of our time and
energy to these matters that affect

our people on a daily basis. We want -

to direct our energy and effort into
rebuilding our nations, strengthen-
ing our communities, engaging our
citizens.”

Dene men worked the uranium
mine is now called the “Village
of Widows,” because few of those
men lived out their full life ex-
pectancy. Their survivors are still
haggling with the government of
Canada over compensation.

The Fijians were also exposed to
radiation and are also still fighting
for justice after several decades.

“The worst thing is that we
were sent to Christmas Island and
not informed about what would
come after,” Rotan said. “We were
sent there to build houses and
load ships, that sort of thing. And
we were told we'd leave before the
tests. But while we were there the
tests started.”

The Fijian sailors didn’t know
much about radiation and its
long-term effects. It was only in
the 1990s—when sailors and sol-
diers from New Zealand began
demanding compensation for
their exposure—that the Fijians
realized the danger they were in.

“A lot of our members died
young,” Rotan told Windspeaker.
“I was single at the time. If I'd
known what I might pass on, I
wouldn’t have gotten married. I'm

Rolland Pangowish, the resolu-
tions co-ordinator at the meeting
and director of the Treaties and
Lands Unit at the Assembly of First
Nations, said, “The entire assem-
bly was pretty straightforward. We
have a lot of legislation in front of
the government.”

Don Kelly, AFN communica-
tions director, agreed that the meet-
ing went smoothly.

“Typically, confederacy meet-
ings are more administrative in
nature, not the forum for major
changes, but a call for support,
raising awareness and for ideas to
be presented.” He explained that

healthy, but one of my grandsons
was born deformed. One of my
daughters was born premature
and my wife miscarried.”

A recent visit to Japan to meet
with the people and their de-
scendants who were exposed to
radiation by the U.S. bombs
dropped on Hiroshima and Na-
gasaki at the end of the Second
World War in 1945, showed
Rotan that FNTVA members
have similar symptoms.

“What happened to those peo-
ple in Japan is also happening
here,” he said. “A scientist I met
there said that if we've been ex-
posed we-will get one form of can-
cer or another. If you eat contami-
nated food or drink contami-
nated water or swim in contami-
nated water in the sea or breathe
contaminated air, we may not
have cancer now but at some time
in the future we will get it. Or if
we don't, our children or grand-
children will get ic.”

FNTVA members need to find
all the people who were on
Christmas Island in 1958 to com-
plete the research necessary to

prove their claim for compensa-

tion. So far, 167 of the 300 have
been found. Some were still liv-
ing and were asked for medical
information. Others were de-
ceased. Research was required
into the causes of their deaths.
For several years, FNTVA mem-
bers set about that difficult and
¢ostly task with no help from
either the British or the Fijian
governments.

Now the British Ministry of
Defense has funded a lawyer to
help guide the case through the
courts. And the Fijian govern-
ment has assisted financially with
the search for other veterans.

The FNTVA is also lobbying

.to have its members covered un-

der the War Pension Act, a proc-
ess normally reserved only for sol-
diers who were in combat. Even
though there was no combat at
Christmas Island, Rotan said, he
and his fellow Fijians faced dan-
gers just as great, if not greater.
“The injury is-an internal sick-
ness, hard to prove even now.
Those soldiers who were in bat-
tle, their injuries can be seen. Our
injuries can’t be seen. This is our

biggest problem,” he said.

AFN charter

resolutions from the confederacy
meetings are generally brought
back to the AFN office and re-
viewed “to make sure the Is are
dotted and the T’s are crossed,”
and become official when signed
by the national chief.

Kelly noted that the first agenda
item of the meeting concerned
changes to the AFN charter. In its
20th year, some of it is outdated.

“There’s been talk for a while,
both informal and formal. At the
annual general assembly in
Kahnawake (last year) there was a
resolution put forward to begin that
work. It can’t be compressed into

three days, but the idea is to put
it out there and get people think-
ing about it, for people to now
talk with their communities and
regions. Ultimately, the AFN
takes direction from those peo-
ple.”

Said Coon Come on the
changes: “I know that over the
past 12 months we have faced
many challenges as an organiza-
tion, internal challenges and ex-
ternal challenges. . . Let’s revital-
ize our assembly. Let’s renew it.
Strengthen it. Shape it into a ves-
sel that takes us down the river

and through the rapids.”

HUGE SELEGTION

 FREE DELIVERY
CANADA WIDE

FOR NEW AND USED VEHICLES, LEASE RETURNS

4 LOCATIONS ACROSS CANADA

RECEIVE GUARANTEED
VISA WITH PURCHASE

Your #1 Source
for prompt and
courteous service.

Fax; 204-896-6824
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[ strictly speaking ]
The things thata person learns while in L.A.

I just got back from L.A. (I love
saying that) where one of my
plays, The Buz’ Gem Blues,
opened (I love saying that too).
While there, I learned two impor-
tant things, the first being that
NBC has finally shot what they
call “a showcase of a pilot” for an
Aboriginal sitcom.

For the last several years, the
powers that be at NBC have been
shaking the bushes looking for
talented Native comedians and
writers in the hopes of doing
something like this. Well, they
finally put their money where
their mouths are. Unfortunately,
they picked the most predictable
Native plot line currently avail-
able in North American pop cul-
ture.

Evidently, the half-hour sitcom
called Blood Brothers revolves
around a small, impoverished res-
ervation somewhere in the
American heartland that is
courted by a company interested
in turning their bingo hall into a
huge casino. From there all the
traditional (no pun intended) hi-
larious hi-jinks ensue. Practically
every time you see a Native per-
son on American television, it’s in
relation to casinos and gambling
in some form. I remember when
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television representation consisted
largely of alcoholism and working
high steel. Boy, have we come far.

And anybody familiar with the
television industry knows there’s
precious little chance of this show
becoming a series. About as much
chance of a First Nations person
being elected leader of the Alliance
Party of Canada, or a First Nations
person wanting to be elected
leader of the Alliance Party of
Canada. Slim to none.

About five pilots are picked up
for every hundred or so that are
shot. So don’t expect to see Blood
Brothers on the fall schedule.

While I applaud NBC for its
first foray into Native humor, I am
a little disgruntled at their topic.
As somebody who travels exten-
sively, visiting rural and urban
Native communities across North
America, I know for a fact that
Aboriginal life is incredibly funny

Drew Hayden

Taylor

and there are a hundred-thou-
sand incredibly original funny
stories a day happening out there.
It’s a pity NBC couldn’t have
tapped into that unique resevoir
of life and do something a little
more innovative.

Case in point—one of the Na-
tive actors (who shall remain
nameless for reasons that will
become obvious) that was in my
play ‘told me a very humorous
story about visiting his in-laws.
He’s of Apache/ Pueblo heritage,
but his wife is Cree from Wis-
consin. While in this northern
state, his in-laws invited him out
on a lake to an ice shack to expe-
rience the unique sport known
as ice fishing. For those not fa-
miliar with the sport, these little
shacks are the size of outhouses
and dot frozen lakes. Men (and
occasionally women) sit inside
them around holes cut into the

ice and fish. More often than not,
it's a bonding experience with a
pickerel dinner payoft. For some,
it’s a chance to go off and enjoy
the solitude. Evidently, his was an
exceptional enough experience
for a number of reasons. First of
all, his original home in the
American southwest is noticibly
lean on lakes and, in particular,
frozen ones. But perhaps what
was a little more unusual was
when his in-laws told him he
should have been out ice fishing
a week earlier because that’s when
the ice shack hookers came
around.

Now, I don’t know that much
about the sex trade, but it seems
to me that ice shack hookers have
to be at the low end of the hooker
spectrum. What can you do in a
ski-doo suit surrounded by
worms . . . or am I incredibly na-
ive to be asking such a question?
And, more importantly, can you
pay them off in fish? What can
you get for three bass and a perch,
I wonder?

While this story might not
make for the most family oriented
or culturally sensitive televison
show about North-America’s In-
digenous people, I think it would

be a lot more interesting and dif-

ferent than yet another tale of
Native gambling or casinos. Be-
cause these stories are typical of
the funny, yet different things
that can happen in a Native com-
munity. But what do I know?
With the way the Canadian tel-
evision industry is today, there’s
lictle chance of us doing our own
shows, though that would be fun.
Instead, we can watch CBC news
and be filled in on the dysfunc-
tional Aboriginal story of the day,
or we can watch APTN and learn
how to gut a seal, caribou, deer,
arctic char or elk (each day of the
week gets its own animal-gutting
lesson).

When I started this article, I
mentioned that I had learned two
important things while in L.A..
The second one was that vegetar-
ians have no sense of humor.
When I was down there, hang-
ing out with all those L.A. peo-
ple, I was asked if we had PETA
up in Canada. Evidently, PETA
stands for the People for the Ethi-
cal Treatment of Animals. I, on
the other hand, commented that
I was a card-carrying member of
PETA-People who Eat Tasty Ani-
mals.

I barely got out of California
intact. They almost ate me alive.

Extreme parliamentary hearings make for good TV

I've just watched some really
good television. It’'s got a strong
plot, good characters, a surpris-
ing hero, a mysterious villain, lots
of dramatic tension and—best of
all—it’s real. That’s right. Reallty
TV!

Who produces the show? CBC?
CTV? APTN? Are you daft? It’s
CPAC, the Cable Public Affairs
Channel. That’s right—CPAC.
Surprised? Even people who work
there say the network’s ratings
double if 10 people watch. But
guess what? The show’s good.

It’s unedited, gavel-to-gavel cov-
erage of the Standing Committee
on Aboriginal Affairs, Northern
Development and Natural Re-
sources. This committee is looking

at Bill C-7, the First Nations gov-

ernance act. Boring? Hardly.

It’s got everything. A life and
death struggle and high political
intrigue. The clock is ticking. Is
the fortune of a future prime min-
ister of Canada at stake? Holy-
moley, the rights of a whole race
of people are on the line! Will our
hero succeed? And just who the
hell is this guy anyway?

What's at stake? Just the whole
ball of wax when it comes to
things like Aboriginal “self-gov-
ernment’ and “sovereignty.”
That, by the way, is a clue to the
identity of our hero.

First, though, let me give you a
taste of things. The date is April
30. The committee has just
weathered marathon sessions
where one committee member,

MEDIUM

NDP MP Pat Martin (Winnipeg
Centre), filibustered the agenda.
What’s a filibuster? Jamming the
works. Taking the floor. Refusing
to shut up. Eating up time.

The tactic worked for a while,
until the Liberals, who dominate
the committee, of course, put a
limit of 10 minutes on each
speaker. Still, there are dozens of
amendments. The night before,

Dan David

the committee met until 4:30
a.m. until there were only eight
members left in the room—no
quorum, no business.

“If this has turned into some
kind of a game of chicken as to
who can take it and who’s tough
enough to sit here the longest,”
said Pat Martin, “then why don’t
we just say so right here and now?
Maybe we should resolve it by

arm-wrestling each other or
something instead of pretending
this is a dialogue about a debate,
because it makes a mockery of the
serious issues we're debating here,
when what it’s really all about is
who can sit here the longest with-
out dropping from exhaustion.”

Kewl! Forget Survivor in the
Amazon. Survivor hits Parlia-
ment Hill. Extreme debates. Let’s
step outside, baby! A whole
bunch of middle-aged white
dudes using every dirty trick in
the book, dissing each other over
the Indian Act until the other side
drops from exhaustion. I think
we got a winner here, APTN.
Screw that bingo crap.

Fuh- ged-ah-bow-dit.

(see High drama page 20.)

Colonizers replacing customary laws over time

Dear Tuma:

When is it illegal for an abor-
tion? Why?

Curious
Dear Curious:

It is not illegal to have an abor-
tion. In 1969, abortion was made
legal through amendments to the
Criminal Code. The Criminal
Code used to have a lengthy pro-
cedure and restrictions on how,
where and who could perform an
abortion. The case of R v.
Morgentaler in 1988 struck down
section 287 of the Criminal Code,
because it was in violation of sec-
tion 7 of the Charter of Rights and
Freedoms. It interfered with the lib-
erty of women in trying to obtain
a legal medical procedure.

Most abortions are done in hos-
pitals and clinics and are prima-
rily regulated by the Canadian

Medical Association. The law
does not recognize any right in
the fetus until born alive. A fa-
ther cannot veto a woman’s right
to choose whether or not she will
have an abortion.

Dear Tuma:
What is Aboriginal customary

law?

Traditionalist
Dear Traditionalist:

Tuma Y@umg

how Indigenous peoples exer-
cised their powers of govern-
ance since the beginning of
time. These powers were exer-
cised by various clan chiefs/
mothers, hereditary chiefs,
Elders and/or other leaders.
Governance was usually con-
nected to family and to land.
These traditional principles gov-
erned the spiritual, family and
political relationships in all areas

Aboriginal customary law has
been recognized by the Canadian
legal system in certain situations
such as marriage, adoption and,
in some cases, murder defences.

The colonizers have sought to
replace Indigenous customary laws
with the laws of Canada, and to a
very large extent have succeeded in
doing so. Yet, despite this, there are
Indigenous people who continue
to abide by ancient practices and
traditions in how they set up their
relationships in politics, family, eco-
nomic development and resource
management.

The danger lies when individu-
als do not know the traditional
customary laws and make up new
ones on the spot to cover a par-
ticular situation or try to import
other customary laws from other

Dear Tuma:

I have been cut off my welfare
because they say that 'm living
common law. What can I do to
show them that I'm not living
common law?

Not Living In Sin

Dear Not:

The natural processes of justice
would have you not having to
prove anything. The social assist-
ance office is who made the alle-
gations against you and they have
to prove it. You should appeal the
decision to the supervisor or to
the chief and council.

The Indian Act now has a defi-
nition of common law and it
states that you have to be in a
conjugal relationship for at least
one year.

Aboriginal customary law is of Indigenous people’s lives. nations. (see Welfare page 20)
e e e B e
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The music industry is fiercely
competitive. As such, music mar-
keting plans include promotional
activities to publicize your music
to your target audience and to get
your product in the hands of
these music buyers.

It may come as a surprise to
some that an artist is considered
a product, much like the actual
CD they have produced. We only
have to look at the mega-success
of Shania Twain and her much
talked about belly button to see
how this works. Think of other
artists and why they appeal to
certain demographics.

This year’s Juno promotions

Correct

The first generation of Inuit
who experienced formal educa-
tion learned some amazing
things. Among them, the history
of Canada taught from the
Qallunaat (white man’s) point of
view.

In this version, Qallunaat, who
pioneered the European conquest
of North America, are highly re-
garded, some even revered, as dis-
coverers and founders of un-
known lands. They live in history
books as courageous pioneers and
trailblazers who opened up a con-
tinent.

I will forever be able to recite
by rote what I learned of history
among the Qallunaat—Jacques
Cartier’s “discovery” of the St.
Lawrence River in 1535; the es-
tablishment of the first French
colony in Quebec in 1608 under
Samuel de Champlain; and Sir
John A. Macdonald becoming

MUSIC BIZ 101

paired Prime Minister Jean
Chrétien with Avril Lavigne, but
no one actually believes that the
prime minister listens to her mu-
sic. This was a photo opportunity
orchestrated by the publicity de-
partment of her record label to
gain media exposure and recog-

Ann Brascoupé

nition for her international sales
accomplishment. Likewise,
Chrétien got positive exposure by
being associated with youthful-
ness and international success.
The timing of public exposure
is planned carefully, because too
much exposure will turn the pub-

[ strictly speaking ]
Target your market and market yourself

lic off. International artists usu-
ally plan a two-year hiatus be-
tween one release and the next,
which was perfect timing for
Shania Twain and Celine Dion to
have their babies. For the rest of
the mortals trying to build their
fan base, annual releases are the
norm to keep building momen-
tum to generate greater sales.
The artist’s performance is also
a key factor in the marketing plan,
because audiences attend concerts
to be entertained. What draws an
audience to a particular perform-
ance? More often than not, audi-
ences will say the artist’s style,
songs, musical instrumentation

and actual performance are what
draws them. There’s nothing
worse than seeing an artist on stage
going through the motions of per-
forming. The outrage that Shania
‘Twain generated from llp-syncmg
to her songs at the Grey Cup is a
recent example. And performing
is not just playing the instruments,
no matter how good an instru-
mentalist one might be.

It always amazed me to watch
the duo Kashtin having a grand
time on stage, teasing each other
and trying their best to speak Eng-
lish no matter where they traveled
nationally or internationally.

(see Making music page 21.)

the distorted history of Canada

Canada’s first prime minister in
1867.

These people are honored to
the present day by having their
names given to bridges, streets,
parks, lakes, buildings, colleges,
and universities.

Qallunaat may not be superior
to the human beings they found
in the New World, but not many
Aboriginals they encountered ap-
pear by name in the history
books. This signifies their lesser
importance in events that shaped
Canada.

In these versions of history,
Qallunaat always appear as the
bosses of the lands they came
upon. How they attained such
status should be exposed, studied,
analyzed and known by the
younger generations of Inuit:

The collective historical self-
knowledge of Inuit has to be
made complete and accurate from

the Inuit perspective. The origins,
livelihoods, and wanderings of
our ancestors are true wonders,
which must be made thoroughly
familiar to our childten and
grandchildren.

To outsiders, Arctic life looked
like a savage and primitive exist-
ence. In fact, it was life in full, in-
genious, tune with the Arctic envi-
ronment and its resources, with its
cycles of plenty and famine.

Throughout history, Inuit pro-
vided vital knowledge and assist-

ance to outsiders’ endeavors in the

Arctic. Whalers, explorers, mis-
sionaries, traders, police forces
and government officials all have
episodes in their stories where
they have to acknowledge the
contributions of Inuit as central
to the success of their enterprises.

Furthermore, Inuit were not
mere spectators while everybody
else made history. They skir-
mished with Martin Frobisher,
and Henry Hudson’s crew. They
guided, hunted, and drew maps
for explorers. They supplied dog

food and indispensable survival

expertise to policemen.

Compiling history from the

point of view of Canadian Inuit

can likely keep several historians
busy for a good length of time,
because there are so many rich
sources on the subject to tap into
and sort out.

The facts of early Arctic habi-
tation are explained easily
enough by the respectable body
of work that exists in archeology,
thanks to people known to Inuit
as Tuniqtaniaqtiit (those who dig
for evidences of Tuniit).

A fascinating period of Arctic
history is the 350-year span of
time from Martin Frobisher’s trip
to southern Baffin Island in 1576
to the time of the establishment
of trading posts in the early
1900s, during which there are
events of contact to confirm and
to connect.

(see Inuit history page 20.)

Travel safe, travel well, stay in good health

Aboriginal people are frequent
travelers by air. Air travel can be
smooth if you take a few precau-
tions.

Motion sickness

Medications that fight nausea
(anti-histamines) or dizziness
(transdermal skin patches) can be
used to treat motion sickness.

To prevent motion sickness,
avoid drinking alcohol and
caffeinated beverages prior to and
during your flight. Do not over-
eat. Avoid stuffy, poorly venti-
lated areas prior to flying.If you
are able to focus far out on the
horizon, you may be able to lessen
the air sickness.

Getting acupuncture or wear-
ing an acupressure wristband has
helped some people with motion
sickness. You can try eating gin-
ger prior to travel or suckingon a
lemon wedge during the flight.
Leg clots

Deep venous thrombosis
(DVT) isa leg clot that occurs in
the veins of the lower leg. Some-
times the leg clot can travel to the
lung where it can be lethal. A
cramped leg position, dehydra-
tion, or changes in cabin air pres-
sure may contribute to leg clots
occurring.

People who smoke, are obese,
pregnant, take estrogen pills or
birth control pills, or have clot-
ting problems are at higher risk
of getting a leg clot.

Higher-risk travelers should
try to get roomy seating (e.g.,
bulkhead or aisle) and wear sup-
port stockings (if reccommended
by your doctor). Stretch or walk
during the flight (when al-
lowed), drink plenty of water,
and do some leg and calf
stretches in your seat to help
prevent clots.

Jet lag

When you quickly cross sev-
eral time zones during air travel,
it takes your body and mind sev-
eral days to adjust. This is called
jet lag, and symptoms can in-
clude irritability, difficulty sleep-
ing and concentrating, feeling
disoriented, poor appetite, de-
pression, or changes in your
bowel movements.

Manage jet lag by getting
good sleep prior to your flight,
avoid excess alcohol drinking or
overeating. Eat well-balanced
meals and exercise during your
trip. Adapt the meal and bed-
time schedules of the local com-
munity you Visit.
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Melatonin has been used to
treat jet lag, but long-term safety
has not been established.

Ear and sinus pain

Changes in cabin pressure can
cause a negative air pressure like
a vacuum in the middle ear or si-
nuses. This can be uncomfort-
able, especially as the airplane
takes off or lands. Most people
can manage this by yawning,
chewing gum, swallowing fre-
quently, or by plugging your nose
and gently exhaling with your
mouth closed. Give babies a paci-
fier or baby bottle to suck on.

Ear or sinus infections, aller-
gies, or other nasal congestion
may require antibiotics or other
medications to help decrease the
swelling and pain during air
flight.

Pregnancy

Most pregnant women are ad-
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vised to avoid air travel during
their last month (prior to due
date) unless absolutely necessary.
Air travel is not normally harm-
ful to the unborn baby unless
there is unexpected turbulence.
However, pregnant women are at
higher risk for leg clots and mo-
tion sickness. Pregnant women
should discuss travel with their
doctor prior to flying and get a
medical note if they do fly close
to the due date.
Other medical issues

People who have heart disease
or strokes should consult their
doctor prior to traveling. When
traveling afar, take along copies
of your medical records and a re-
cent ECG (electrocardiogram).
Carry your heart medications
(and extras medicine) with you
on the flight.

Diabetics should carefully plan

their meals, snacks, and medi-
cines so they don’t get ill or
hypoglycemic (low blood sugar)
on the trip. If you take insulin,
get a doctor’s note so that you
can take your needles and medi-
cine on board with you (espe-
cially if you will cross the bor-
der). Monitor blood sugars more
carefully when you travel.

People with recent surgeries on
the bowels, heart, chest, eyes, or
nervous system should talk with
their surgeon prior to flying.

Avoid air travel within 12-24
hours of scuba diving, as it can
cause decompression sickness
(where tiny air bubbles form in
the blood and body tissues caus-
ing illness).

This column is for reference and
education only and is not intended
to be a substitute for the advice of
an appropriate health care profes-
sional. The author assumes no re-
sponsibility or liability arising from
any outdated information, errors,
omissions, claims, demands, dam-
ages, actions, or causes of actions
from the use of any of the above.

Dr. Pinette is a Métis family
physician in Manitoba and host of
APTN's Medicine Chest. Contact
Dr. Pinette at pinette@shaw.ca
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NATIONAL ABORIGINAL

[ top 30 ]

Cindy Scott
CD:
Chart Date: May 19, 2603 This Northern Girl
- SONG Song:
Wheels On Fire I Will Cal'I'Y You
Tell Me Lies Label:
Never Be A Cheatin’ Heart Homestead Records
Sexy Métis Trance Producers:
Cowboys & Indians Barry Allen and
Gordie Matthews

This Northern Girl is

V| OIN O (H|WIN|— 2

the first professional re-

cording released by Cindy | . |

Scott, and it earned her

Listen To The Children

nominations for a 2002

Keep On Believing

Prairie Music Award for

outstanding Aboriginal

recording, as well as nomi-

nations in the Best Song-
writer and Best Female

Artist categories at the
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